appeallng personality and a volce to
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By Dobi Barsamian
speclal writer

The Farmington Players' presenta-
tion of Willlam Hauptman's one-act

plays “Comanche Cafe® and

y.

Don't miss these dramas. You'll

leave feeling amused, mentally chai-
lenged and mildly disturbed,

d.n

N

_review

match, sho has a lot to learn about win-
ning over a crowd, She dresses well, is
beginning to develop a stage patter be-
{woen songs and has just come off an
English tour with Martha Reave

es.

BUT SPENCER'S thing doesn't
sound all that natural yet, At times you
senso she ls £ bersolt.

The drummer in the trio backing
Spencer tended to overpower her volce
50 that more than once In ber 30-min-
n;ci set her lyrics were indistinguish-
able..

‘This is not meant as an attempt to

woman thinking that love of a good
man will remove her from the dreary
eality she knows, In “Domino Courts”
we find Ronnle four years later, bltter
and frustrated that has

write off the career of Spencer, who Is
4 talented young singer, Ebe establish-
ed & good groove and some audlence
rapport with ber version of Marvin
Gaye’s “Aln't That Poculiar,” and her
last song, Kenny Loggins' “Can't We Go
On Together,” was a near miss,

Al of this Is a preamble to a Lou
Rawls review. Yet what happened bo-
tween Spencer and the Rawls segment
further emphasizes my esseatlal polnt.

an

miffed by
that stretched to 30 minutes as Rawls
band seemed to be dragging !ts collec-
tive foet In setting up, the crowd began

of Ronnle's impulsive youth, Dittrich’s
performance is solid. She interacts well
with Galomb.

In “Pomino Courts,” Joseph Haynes

en-
trenched her oaly more deeply In that
same reality, v iad
Roonle i3 portrayed by Yvoone
Galomb, whose performance s out-
standing. Galomb's character transi-
tion from the hopeful young waitress to
He frustrated wife is insightful and

. ope-acts, P
winnera of the 1989 Michigan Festival
of American Community Theatres
Competition, senaitively display flve
likeable miafits coplng wltl‘n‘ the bleak

ghly Ronnle's char-
acter development serves as the spinal
column from which both plays ema-
nate, and Galomb's Interpretation and

His message s not very optimistic,

. Only one of {ive characters finds self.

acceptance. The others continue their
lnm:nlad searching for self-fulfill-
menf

n

Roonle links

THE CHARACTER
;. both plays. In “Comanche Cafe” we see

an idealistic and misguided young

toa fine

Mattle, the one character mentioned
earlier who does find self-acceptance,
is the older, experienced waltress con-
{ided to by Ronnie In “Comanche Cafe.”
Mattle {3 a character who comes to
kng: lt:nm and endurance.

A wh

as Ronnle's busband, Floyd.
Ho presents a sweet, fumbling and
deeply troubled man. Floyd provides
much of the comic rellef in thls play,
and Haynes, with a good understanding
of the character’s functlon, rises to the
occasion with timing and flair,

ONE SMALL criticlsm 1is that
Haynes' Oklahoman accent is ot con-
stant, and there are moments when he
{8 difficult to understand, Still, Haynes

Singer Lou Rawls performs with a

booing and clapplng in rhythmic deri-
slon at the delay.

BUT ONCE Rawls sang tbe first few
potea of bis opening soag, all the jrrita-
tion was forgoiten. A pollsbed, sea-
soned performer can bave that effect
on an audjence.

Resplendently dressed in a allver-
and-black vest over a white shirt and
black slacks, Rawls completely cap-
tivated the audlence for 90 minutes.

With a 12-plece band, two leggy and
taleated backup singers and his ability
to stamp his distinct Lmprimatur on
even the most m
Rawls was In command
when he was on stage.

He knows his audlence, and be sings
the right combination of middle-class
soul songs to keep the show golng at a
comfortable pace. Both his songs and

material,
of the situation”

by itself worth the price of admission.

Asnother good performance Iy given
by Nancy Clervi as Floyd's wife, Flo,
Her impact is oot immedlate, but as
the play develops, Clervl blossoms into
one of the most endearing personali-
ties. You'll thoroughly enjoy seeing her
transformation from a meek and sub-
missive wife to a declsive personality
that must be reckoned with.

Special mentlon must be made of
these plays from a technical perspec-
tive, Phil Hadley's set design sensitive-
1y conveya the bleakness of the Oklaho-
man environment. The sets seem

presents a char-
l't;tcr who can only be sympathized
th,

Floyd's best riend, Rog, a paranold
mobster, i3 port: W b

d and dreary and contribute
substantially to the mood of each play.
Special congratulations to Hope
Nahstoll, Rarely In community theater
is as accurate and appropri-

P 4
Danny Hlcks. His transformation from

& cocky, overbearing brute to a neurot-
lcally frightened coward Is humorous

ingly by
Sandy Dittrich, who projects a cluncy-
ter who i3 cryptically wise yet tolerant
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and, at the same time, pathetic, Hicks®
Is v good and

ate as is the case In “Comanche Cafe*
and *Domino Courts.”

LIGHTING AND socund are also top
drawer, From the folk musie selections
beard before the opening scene to the
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Garden

. Chinese & American Culsine
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difference

his monologues have an appeal to’
‘working-class and middle-clazs whites
and blacks. His voice, a rich barltone

deeper and richer

(Ro-BCXO}13C

years.
You can never fanlt his delivery,
even If his view of male-female rela-
tions is — at least In his shows —
‘somewhat (o the right of Phyllls Schat-
ley. His monologue about a domestie
crisis and his songs are, by implication,
unliberated. But Rawls can get away
with this,

of every person In the first row.

A nice touch, and this copsummate
professional dida’t even miss a beat
THE BRASSY sound of his orchestra  while doing It. That takes some doing,
helpa set the tone for the bloes in- too.
“Hootchle-Cootchle Man® and “T've Got
a Right to Slng the Blues,” and be styles
“One” (from A Chorus Line®) into a
warmer and somehow more appeallng
song that usual.

Meadow Brook Music Festival -
concerts are presented {n Baldwin
Pavilion on the Oakland University
campus near Rochester.

one-acts dramas provide stimulating evening

drawing nigh of dusk ‘in the final be applauded. Thelr interpretation and
und

scenes, sound and lighting harmonious- ding of the mood and theme
ly accent these prodictions. of each play ls intelligent and insight-
ful. They have accomplished much in

Directors Sue Rogers and Sharlan
Douglas {of “Comanche Cafe* and
“Domino Courts” respectlvely) are to

creaf two presentations that will
move you emotionally and entertaln
you,

(sUNDAY BRUNCH

Highlight your Suaday at Bruach in the newly renovared
Pool Terrace Restaurant

Chef Hank Van Daal has assem-
bled what may be the finest NEW
2> brunch in Metro Dertroit.
Bring the family and friends,
Every Sunday from B:00 AM

10 2:30 PM. $65°
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Ever inugine what it's like o dine aboard a Tuxury eruise
ship? Imagtine no more. Boblo invites you to a leisurcly buffet
hrunch aboard the good ship Fricadship, For $14.95 vou'll feast
on adelicious bufiet brunch and relax on the Friendship’s
deck. And enjoy i feisurely 1wo hour cruise on the Detroit River,
nelshipy feaves the Hart Plaza Dock at 10:30 a.m, and
eetarns at 12:30 p.m.

And if you're planning a party, business meeting, or
reception, find out about chartering the Friendship. IUs o
unigue setting for any geoup up to 100 people. Either way,
hurry up and make resenations so you don't get Tef ashore.

For more information and resenations call 289-7500, .




