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_Telev_isidn director talks about filmmaking career

By Mailda Portnoy
speclal wriler

Winer and some friends wrote, directed
and an original flim for a fra-

Unchancumu:? Undignifled? Per-
haps. But there be was, a normally
calm, televialon director, ly-
ing on the ﬂooro!lheadn“benew
aml Beantown*® series laughing

“Most of the time I'm calm on the
sot, buubepreuumhlol.nwm"m
mits former Detrolter Harry W
-um I occasionally break down laln

ysterics.” (Winer's parents ere Wi
Bloomﬂeld residents Melh and Sldney
Winer,

‘The mentioned outburst was caused
by an actor, with only one line to deliv-
er, who waa holding up the works. On
first take, he couldn’t remember the
line, on second take — a tota! blank. At
this lnnctm. ‘Winer conferred with and
reassured the actor, who insisted he
waa now ready to dellver that one line.

Skxty people were looking at him
now, and I was trylng to contain
myself,” sald Winer, who noted that
every minute means money In bis bual-

'L\:e lines came up, he opened his

L?bovll:‘)’ Harrﬁ Wl'nor, who has lclllund success as a TV director, has

rac a pilot for a serics called “Two Marriages” that will be urped,
shown In [ate Augusat or early September on ABC-TV. He also is ;‘,‘,m:n': eg:a-ry l!:bualllﬂn:zul:; l[;a!;
director of the first show in the “Goodnight Beantown" series this tears s down my face, and the
fail, cameraman couldn't stop use 4n.
P o 1on rules say I have to say ‘cut.’ *

OVER BREAKFAST in the lush,
green dining room of the Westwood
m:qu.ls Hotel in Los Angeles, the suce
cesaful $6-year-old director and owner
of a new film production

ternity-sorority competition. Winer
1aughs a3 he tells abozt the homemade
film, a musical without syncopation,
whlehlonﬂntprlu.ﬂehldwlltln

projection booth with his thumb on
we tape recorder slowing down the
musie.

AS A UNIVERSITY student Wl:m
also actlvely campaigned for and tra-
veled with the McCarthy-for-President
campaign which prwided a rude awak-
ening for the young Idealist,

*My experience with politics® he
sald, “convinced me that changes coul
not be made legislatively. Comuhenu
had (o be reached at a basic level to
change attitudes” And, according to
Winer, ono way to reach them was
through the medium of film,

‘Then, 100, the fact that Wioer's par-
ents were founders and active particl-
panls in the Center Theater at the
porthwest Detrolt Jewlsh Community
Cenler, left an “Indelible Impression®
on thelr son,

He remembers his fist role at Cen-
ter Theater,

“1 was one of the children In ‘Annl-
versary Waltz' and it was tha firat time
I recall acting, the first time I let
myself go Into my Imagination and en-
ter a world I had in created ,
Whatever that was, In a lz-or-ls-yur-
old mind. I wanted more of It . . . All
this approval for just dalng umeu:lng I
felt wax totally imaginativ:

yun nt the Unlv:r»

talked about his summer-of-1989 decl-
alon to go into fiimmaking.

It wasn't easy for him to tell bls par-
ents that he was pltching his law school
plans for a carcer [n film, Even lndAy
Winer vividly remembers thelr “an-
guished ook of farsightedness.” Once
thelr lnitial reaction subsided, howev-
er, they were totally supportive, and
that llll Wlner enmlled In me Un!venl

y of South 0 left
lchool with only a lcw nmunlna mas-
ter’s credits and accepted an American
Film Institute directing Internship won
on the basis of a gradunze {ilm he bod
done, As an intern he worked with dl-
rector John Schlesinger on *Day of the
Locust® and from thls experience
recelved “gleat encouragement to
presson.”

Bu! Winer's uucms story Is hardly

ty of S
film program.

That Winer opted for film over law
was hardly surprising to anyone who
had observed him closely during hls un-
d years at the U: of
Michigan, It was a combination of con-
tributing factors,

“At that time,” he said, “I was sceing

, and he
maku the pe pvlnt thul it took him a long
time to make it as a TV director.
came out here In 1969, and it wam't
until 1980 that I was wnrldng regularly
In a job where l was gainfully em-
ployed as a directo;

card Into the Industry, bat it
?al:h:‘yur and a half before my st
job uma. It nrprl.ned in this
thing surprises ma. It be-
wmﬂlwluowtu
HhﬂmTdeenhg}obwuh Jan.
uary 1080 for an eplsode
namad “Stone" starrlng Deunl:

Blnce that tlme, Winer, who, “like
moat of the series directors works oo &
free-lance basls, bas directed

e Powers and,
rnost recently, three of five episodes of
t Beantown" pllots for a so-
ries to be aired in the fall with Mariette
Hartley and Bill Bixby,
Mariette Hartley, eonlldu Winer, ia

the easlest person to direct, while the °
moltdmlc\ulllslephnie Powers who,
he further des, is independent and
hunmoﬁerpolntnlv‘lnlhmhu-
own. He finds *RJ." Wagner) |
“an lhlfogute dellghl, the star with the .

of & serles  sense 0!

WINER AND his wife, Eilcen, a ;
teacher of metaphysics and a writer, -
are not Hollywood party-goers. “We ;
bave chosen not to participats in that :
way,” Winer says. .

Becanss of lcng business hours an
the new mmpluy (Light Works Mlzlc)
the Winers are forming with private
Investors, they prefer to get away from
it all in their lelsure. They recently

& home in Big Sur’ and, in
additlon, soon will trade thelr Bel Alre .’
home for what Winer calls a “New
York apartmeat In Los Angeles,”
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pletures lke ‘2001 and found myslf ~ WINER'S FIRST actual break came Wt an At
seelng the overwhelming power of When a film he co-wrote and directed, 4 "
mass media to Insplre thoughts, So  “Onpe of a Kind," starring Diane Bakur.
‘Winer appears on lhe set of “Hort to many of the tboughunnd actionsinmy  Was sold to ABC-TV as an after-school
Hart,” for which he has directed, with life were shaped by § speclal.
‘star Robert Wagner, actor Lionel Stand- Tt was also during his U-M years that “Finally,” Winer sald, “bere was my
er and a stuntman, 00000000000 --BOB SPRINGFIELD .
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