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® Bit: A bmary digit, 0 or 1; a sin-

® Cathode ray tube (CRT): The
picture tube in your TV set, the dis-

‘l'hc "hralns" of any compulzl‘ It ma-
rocesses instruc-

ie® Floppy disk: A tin disk o plas.
c coaled with magnelic material,
resembhng the shape of a 45-RPM
phonugraph record. The floppy disk is
most_frequently used secondary
mrage ‘medium in the middle price
range of personal computers.
® FORTRAN: An acronym for
Formula Transiation, a higher level
language used extensively by
mathematicians, engineers and scien-
(lsk.

Friendly: A term used to de-
scnbeasouwamhardwarc combina-
tion that is easy on the human who is
using the computer.

@ Hardware: The circuit boards,
keyboanls, displays, disk drives, etc.,
which are used to make up a comput-

er.
® Interface: The boundary be-
tween two components of 2 system. It
fers to a device that controls signal
traffic between two elements, as in
g!; interface or commaunications in-
® Microcomputer: Any computer
that contalns a stored programs,
memory for data and instructions, a
and input/output fa-
cilitles for communication with the

program registers required to per
form computer fdnctions.

© Modem: A modulalnr/demodll-
lator. A device used as an inferface
between a computer, or computer
terminal and a telephone line. Ta con-
vert the digital signals y the
computer into the analog s:gnals Te-
quired by the telephane line and vice
versa.

® Operatin s!cm The collection
of sougezre usge:ym manage the data
transfer among various component
of a computer system.

® Printer: A penpheral that turns
out a permanent or “hard” cOpy-
Many printers look like keyboardless
typewriters.

® Program: The ordered set of in-

structions that tell the computer 0
per{arm a specific task or sequence of

] Semmonducmr A quasi-metallic
natural element with unusual electri-
cal properties that is a basic bulldiog
block. The most common semicon
ductors are silicon and germanium.

. Sa!thm A program or infor-
mation part of computing activities,
including all computer instructions
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