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;Hmoral perspectives

Rev. David Strong

Life’s downers are
necessary for growth

In a Peanuts cartoon, Charlie Brown
and Lucy are sitting on a step talking
and Lucy says, “Sometimes Etwdglﬁ-

¢ answers, .
Lucy, life does bave its ups and downs,

L responds, “But why, why should
Lucy t why, why

1t? Why can't life be all ups? Why can't

1 go from an up to an upper up? I doa't

want any downs, fust ups, ups and more

upe.”

This is our natural desire to have life
present us with caly ups and more ups.
There Is a paradox In the view that God
blesses {aithfol people with good
things, and the view expressed In the
Book of Job that “"God delivera the af-
flicted by their affliction, and opens
thelr ear by adversity.”

Qver and over again Scripture pre-
sents a message that pain, frustration
and affliction are means through which
we learn about life. It iy still & surprise
wvmtmmwmu&%
that they experience things
uﬂd:t:(ytbdrtrwhle.llbmtmmu
{0 go away from such a vixit feeling
more and bope than before
one made the viait,

born at the same time it is belng de-
stroyed [s seen in the life of Jeremiah,
who lived around 600 B.C. He belleved
that he was called to warn his people
about the impending doom which

vading armles and that there he was
killed by his own people.
When our

sity and judgment bring us back to
bealth, we react like
want s ups
dlfflcult for people to hear anything but
success and progress. We would lke to
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move along in the
without storms and reverses. It Is a
paradox that such a person as Jeremi-
ab s a source of strength and hope
even today,
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our persooal and in the national and in-
ternatioas] realms. A natiooal spok-
espersoa for the peace movement tells
us that many of the experts In nuclear
arms expect a war In the pext 10 years,
and that 170 miMion will die in the first
hour awar,

Many are Insecure and frightened
aboat the future. Yet the prophet will
say we must let go of our frantlc
search for security and fun to struggle
with adversity.

Out of his experience, the author of
Peanuts, Charles Schulx says, “Adver-
slty is what makes you mature. The
growing soul is watered best by tears
of sadness.” tace £

There s a place for positive thinking
and bullding of self-esteem In rellgious
teaching, There is also a place for the
valve of adversity, for bumplng up

against the wall and faclng MNfe as it
reallyis.
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.. ‘The program meets at Oakwood on
/the third Thursday of each month
There is no fee and all area familles
who share the problem of Uving with
asthma are urged {o attend. Call the
“Jung association at 981-1697 for more
:Information,

® HEALTHY INDIVIDUALS who

tage of Harper Hoepital's new — new
cost for patlents — Ambulatory Sar-

volunteers

The new ASC Is located on the third
floor of the Harper-Grace Hospital's
Professional Bullding at 4180 John R.
at Willls. Patients coming into the cen-

porth of the building, All necessary
blood tests, 1ab work and surgery prep-
arations are performed In the center.
Some of the one-day-only procedures
done In the new center Include plastie
and reconstructive surgery, urologle,
gynecologic, oral, otolaryngologic (ear,
nose and throat), opthalmologic (eye),
and cosmetle surgeries and blopsies.

.. The Oakland County Volunteer
-Bureau has a current file of volun-
‘teer opportunities, Further infor-
mation about these and other volun-
deer needs at more than 200 agen-
cles may be obtained by calling the
"bureau at 6427272, Any non-profit
organization needing volunteer as-
sistance may call the bureau.

® TELEPHONE WORKER - If
;you are interested in people and really
care about them, be a sympathetic ear
‘on the telephone for those with prob-
iJems. Contact Life Line in Detroit
:beeds someone who can give eight
\hotrs per month.

* ® FLOOR MAINTENANCE —
«Bouth Oakland YMCA needs a person to
*help with a floor refinishing project for
4 per day for two to three

® FAMILY FOCUS — This organi-
zation has several openings for volun-
teers. A person with good secretaria]
skills is needed for the office. Famlly
aldes are needed to work with willing
parents to help end child abuse, Hours
are flexible. Also needed ls a public re-
lations person and an artiat.

©® DOCENTS — Those who love peo-
ple and museums are needed by Cran-
brook Institute of Science for a half day
per week (o serve as guldes for visiing
groups. Volunteers must be at least 16
years of age.

& FOSTER GRANDPARENTS — 1f
you're over §0 and love children you
can develop a onc-to-one relationship
with a child who has special needs.
Catholic Social Services of Oakland
County offers n stipend and hot meal on
days worl

BIRMINGHAM GROVES

. The Groves High School class of 1978

‘will hold a 10-year reuntoo Saturday,

‘Aug. 13, at Roma's of Bloomlfield. For
B-1209.

3
+'® SOUTHFIELD-LATHRUP

@ Southfleld-Laf class of 1978 Is
Yhaving its flve-year reunion Aug. 6 at
/Nitty Norman's restaurant, starting at
430 pm. Por more information, call
3382918,

fleld Hills Labser High School
K %73 will bold & 10-year re-

unlon on Aug. 20 at the Sly Fox in Blr-
Call €49-8158 for more Lo-
formation.

©® WALLED LAKE

The Walled Lake High School class
of 1958 is planning a 25-year reunion.
Classmiates are asked (o call 363-0876
or 824-0571.

© CLARENCEVILLE
The Clarencevill

Lealie Flack Getis at 522-
5526 for more information,
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"WHAT DOES
CHURCH HAVE
TO OFFER ME?"

1t gives you a sanse of dlrection
and purpose. And as your
knowledge of God growa, this R
becomoes tha basts of N
everything you do, We'd love to K
have you share In a Christlan i
Sclonce sorvice with ua thls

Sunday. .
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