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The jaguar-spouted §.
vessel above is from |
the Ica Valley, Peru, ;
700-800 A.D, it is one !
of several excellent
pre-Columblan plec-
es in the show of the [
same kind of enimal.
The cylindrical urn at
right is Mayan from
the El Salvador-Hon-

seated figures are R

are warm, soft ochers
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Antiquities foster

By Corinne Abatt
staf writer

The new show of pre-Columblan
art at Donna Jacobs Gallery of Bir-
mingham relnforces all those
cliches about patience being
rew,

for a long time to do a full show of
this kind of art in her gallery which
specializes in antlquities. Finally,
she said, a large group of first-rate
pleces became available and she
went for it

!nsu‘ad of those readlly available

Jacobs sald she has been waiting’

understanding

that’s risky almost anytime, isn‘t it?

Because animals were 30 much a
part of the life and culture of the
pre-Columblan clvillzations, as ex-
pected, & great deal of care was lay-
ished on deplcting them. In fact, the
animals seem more artfully done
than the people. The bodles of dogs,
pumas and parrots, for {nstance, are
rounded, well proportioned and easi-
1y recognizeable.

The people, In those famillar sit-
ting positions which many of us
have come o recognlze as pre-Co-
lumblan, seem less curvilinear,
stiffer, often with drms and legs lesa
well del

p broken or fragm

ed pleces, she opted to walt unt!l she
could show a much rarer collection
of completely-in-tact figures, bowls
and artifacts,

In fact, visltors wlil marve! at the
condition of many of the works in
the show, all but one of which are
ceramle. The fact that most of these
were burial pieces accounts for the
good conditfon.

Some, as Jacobs quickly polnted
out, have been mended, but that
doesn't interrupt the flow of llne or
total concept to nearly the same de-
gree as looking at a partial flgure or
a badly chipped bowl would,

IN SIMPLIEST terms, pre-Co-
lumblan means anything In the
Americas before Columbus — Meri-
co, South Amerlca and Central
Ameriea.

The carliest ave two figures, male
and female, from the Machalllla
culture of Equador, 2700-1600 B.C.
These {llustrate the usc of scarifica-
tlon as body decoration and like all

But, then, all of us have scen
small, scruffy dogs and plump
bawks and parrots and none of us
know just exactly what these an-
clent people looked like. Indecd,
they might bave been wide-hipped,
short, ample bellied, atubby armed
individuals.

THAT THEY had infirmities is
quite apparent. One of the warriors
i3 obviously a hunchback, An amply
porportioned woman, Chuplcuaro,
Guanajuato, Mexico, 500-100 B.C.,
with bulbous thighs {s noticeably

pregnant (not necessarily an infir--

mity). Others have skin and faclal
defects. '

But, these lightly clothed, or not
at all clothed, buman figures, have
great appeal for, gallery visitors
who often identify with the no cleav-
age, rather flat-busted, wide-hipped
women or the stocky men Intent
upon their calling whether [t's hunt-
Ing, ball-playing (honest) or warring.

Most of all, this splendid exhibit
bridges a wide time gap. The an-
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