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Hills rejects Botsford exp‘ansi()n plans

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

When Botsford-General Hospital nm-
cials drew up plans for a proposed $1.
million expansion project, they dldn‘
expect opposition from the city of
Farmington Hills.

But last Tuesday the city's zonlng
board of appeals deaied a variance re-
quest that would have allowed the hos-
pital to add two patlent floors to the
south tower, making it at least 80 fcet

tall — 20 feet uuu-thanmrmlww
Iog ordlnances allow.

:n t!:"e.I south tower wouldl provide the
0spital with approximately 30 percent
more room than the original north tow-
er, bullt In 1985, Although some beds in
the north tower would be closed, the
additional new floors would offer 40
new beds.

But the project also calls for moving
the Iobby south of the existing entrance
adding three eclevators, nurses
loc.ke.r rooms, expanded surgical and
cafeteria arens, New visitors areas, pa-
tlent solarlums and examining rooms
would be added, Cooper said.

“It will allow us 1o segregate pnuznt
traffic from visitors and {rom service
(such as hmekeeplng and dletary),”
Cooper added.

BECAUSE THE ZBA put a wreach
into Botsford's plans last week, hospl-

tal officials are considering two plans
of attack so the project stitl

tal a varlance for the north tower's
when it was bullt

can begin within 90 days.

"Weamactual!y galng to take & dual
actlon,” Cool

The hmplul'n l:n:hitects have al-
ready been asked to “take 2 fresh look”
at plans 50 approximately 16 feet could
be chopped off the height of the pro-
posed expanded south tower, This could
be done by removing mechanical
cquipment enclosed In a penuwuse
above the patient floars, Cooper said.”

Although the ZBA granted the hospl-

Downed wire causes blackout

By Dlsne Gala
statf writer

well as workera In local lndustry and
found them-

A sloling electric wire, perhapa
wuhned by prwlou: storms, fell to
at the busy 1
ol Grand ‘River and Halsted last Thurs-
*.day afl causlng a power outage
lnwme of the F area.

*‘The line didn’t fall on & pazsing auto-
, moblle or pedestrian, It did, however,
burn several

lwlu In the plvmt. No .
* Grand'/ River from appro:

“=tbe wax inj
“It's more than ukely the prévious

streak of storms could have done the

damage,” safd Al Herat, supervisor of
Detroit Edisop grew 543, which re-
placed the Jjpe"anid restored power, ex-
. plaining whif thie line {1l on & clear day
and withouf mr hitting the support-
Ing pole. -

Appm!lmlﬁly 1,630 residents, as

selves without power ﬂlcr the wire fell
at2:30pm,

“I didn't see it, but another guy sald
1t turned blue up there and siarted

N lpuklug." sald Jeff Grames, who was

watching the repalr work.

The 30 feet of wira was replaced In a
two-part series dt 333 pm. and 4:31
P

wauwllnuwldnnthl!nu
ximately

cording to Ralph Mertz, Detroit Edison
director of customer and marketing
services,

GUY DE PLACIDO, who manages
the Shell service station at the corner,
sald he saw the wire fall,

“It looked like a phosphorus bomd

What a Im!

The Hunters Square Shopplnn Center at Orchard Lake and 14 mlo
roads used a helicopter Friday to put the finishing touches on its

newest tenant, a restaurant which, wit! open in Oct
coptar was usad to lift the alr conditioning and heating unllo. each
‘welghing more than two tons, onto the roof of the restaurant.

. The hell-

exploding,” he sald. “It was unreal, It
was ]\m a matter of fate that 0o one
got b

Buuhma came to & balt at many
stores in the area. DiPlacido stopped
pumping gasoline because his pumps
are clectrically operated.

An employee at a nger supermare
ket in the nearby Halsted-Grand River
8hopplng Ceenter sald the cashiers had
to calenlate blll.l wll.hwt tbs belp of
cash registers af

the e!ecmdty
went off, Wornﬂ also covered the
freezers with cardboard {o save the
frozen goods.

While Edison workers replaced the
live, Jlm Sh'xycki of the Farmington
Hilla Police directed traffic on north-
bound Hal.ntd away {rom the Intersec-
tlon and through the shopping center.

“Luckily there weren't

Is running smoothly. The big-
gest problem we have is just pnmng
people out a little by rerouting th

Some of the stores In the shopping
center kepl thelr power, which came
from a duiuent line.

“This has happened befors I the

center,” safd Arthur Underwood, man-
ager’ of the Littlo Professor Bool Cen-
ter, who. had power, “I dido't even
know other people didn't have their
lights untll a customer came in and
sald, ‘It's @ mess out there.””

Detroit Edison workers agreed that
it's “extremely rare” for a line to come
down when it wasn't and

in 1965, board members were following
the ordlnance which allowed bulldings
(o be elther 60 fect tall or five stories,
sald City Manager Lawreace Savage.

“They (the ZBA) were acting in ac-
cordance with the zoning ordinance at
that time,” Savage said.

But since that time, the hospital bas
been put In a speclal purpose (SP) zone
which restricts bujlding height to 60

there wasn't an impact on the pole.

Republic youth

held in

By Margaret Neubacher
stalf writer

Friends and neighbora of Rhonda
Glover were shocked and saddened by
the news of her murder last week.

Police began searching for the 16
year-old Garden City girl early Mon-
day, Aug.1, when her parents reported
!hlllhﬂ'uml.nln‘

rde body sras found by Garden
Clly Pollce ‘Thursday afterncon in a
beavily wooded area of Hines Park In
Wsthnd. Pollce sald she had been

l ] ‘
atruck repeatedly on the head with a
blunt instrument.

H? clothing and bicycle were found
¥

A 16-YEAR-OLD boy, who is being

feet, he sald. The only wny the hospital
can follow through with ita current
plans {s for city officlals to change the
zoning ordinance, Savage said.

But “there is nothing really offlcial" |
until hospltal officlals formally requut .
the zoning change, he added.

“We're going lo look with clty aud '
planning offictals at the potentisl of
revising the ordinance," Cooper con-
firmed as a deflnite alternative to

Please turn to Page 2

ARG guiL BT
RANDY BORST/steft photographor

A Detroit Edison crew replaces a cable which had vallen at Grand

River and Halsted Road last Tl

of Rhonda, Police m Ammpung to
Please turn to Page 2

Blanchard recall

from office.
State law says that the peuuonm
must ntl:u 760,000 valld signatures
ed electors within a $0-day peﬂ

od.

The commiitee presently has about
500,000 signatures gathered
1be end of March and the end of July.

The commitiee bas hired attotpey
Gary Parker, wbo has filed a lawsuit in
Oakland County Circult Court agalnst
the Secretary of State challenging the
constitutionality of the $0-day Umit to

llactllwtum A court date has pot

been
"lfthoml.ldoen‘t make it, ll’lbo-
cause we don't bave the workers to

between

was & limlt imposed by state legisla-
tors.

“WE'RE SAYING THAT they (state
legislators) didn't have a right o do
that,” Parker sald, “To change the con.
stitution would require a constitutional
amendment and vote of the people.”
The 760,000 figure was arrived at by
taking 28 percent of the number of vof-
ers In the last gavernor's election, Even
It the mmmlm‘ b(;amdoun’t eo.g?-t the re-
new self-imposed
ieadiine, which say
“couple of weeks,” they see the petition
%bel} Au.ln: representative message to
T think they though! peo-
.ple laid down and phyndn:xdnvery
well, and now they're reallting we
can't atand it anymore
golng to let them get away with it any-
more,” Kandt sald.

THE, RECALL was Initiated shortly

u!ur Gov. James Blanchard a

34 percen| tax into
law, It went into effect May 1.

‘Tve never done anything like this
before, I've bea: & housewife and
mother, and I've been paying bilis for
past 2 yun,”sulllw:wd."mtl

ppl!l tax Increase.

was g by the
"! wmltmhﬁnpolnto!l

wolt, because [ lhlnkllmight(et

M .

g a power

outage in some of the Farmington area.

dﬁve still alive

caught up in the courts for a long
time.”

Sullivan sald the commiitee haso't
“given up the fight" and it’s golng to
continue collecting signatures even If
ita only purpose is (o let the state legis-
lators and governor uow the taxpay-

ers are unhappy with the tax increase.
Workers are targeting the out-county
area to collect signatures, Kandt sald.
The approximately 40 volunteers
working on the committee in Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills are the peo-

Pleese turn to Page 8
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