Gettin’ ready

Here’s a golfer’s guideline
to prepare for O&E outing

By C.J. Rissk
staff writor

NOW TO TASK. “Gotta start some-
where,” a3 Whitener put It, so our flrat

OLF IS NOT, and never will be,

an casy game to maater.
That's the first lesson I
learned upon volunteering for
this assignment, which briefly is to get
my game together enough to play in
the Observer & Eccentric’s Men's Golf

Tournament Oct. 1-2,

Alding me In this venture (maybe it
would be better to call It an AD-ven-
ture) Is Gary Whitener, the golf pro for
both Livonla’s courses, Idyl Wyld and
Whispering Willows. Both the men’s
and women’s tournaments will be
played at Whispering Willowa, The
women's tourney [s slated for Aug. 24,

lesson concerned basics: proper grip
and swing, But, beyond that, It also
dealt with how to prepare for tourney
play off the golf course.

Which is more important than many

-assumé. “The better the player, the
more tme he'll spend on the driving
range,” Whitener sald.

The reason aven the best players hit
the range often, according to Whitener,
18 "as good &s you hit one shot, the next
one Lo never automatic.

“In golt, timing s everything. It's the
name of the game,”

Developlng consistency 1s & must to
.::{i golfer preparing for a tournament,

Mind you, winning the t. ia
not my objective, Finishing is, Carding
a respectable score fn third flight
would be an attractive bonus,

Since I am a novice to the golfing
game, one might ask why I am writing
this -part series. The answer ia
simple,

THE INTENTION s to help golfers
properly prepare, both physlcally and
mentally, for the upcomlng O&E tour.
naments, Who better to coach you on
what you need to do to play well than
Whitener, the pro at the course the
tournament will be played on?

And by fnstructing a relative be-
ginner, no part of the game will be
overlooked. Driving, Iron play, putting,
trouble shols — all this and a lot more

be scrutinized.

With me, Whitener's task is an ardu-
ous ene: 23 I totd him, *I'm Like clay In
{aur hands. Mold me into a Jack Niek-
aus.”

But the tips Gary passes on to me,
I'll relate during this serfes, By the fin.
Ish of the men's tournament In October,
weo'll all be sble to take Into mcegunt
how much our tournament game has
improved.

comes from g
the golf swing untl] It's natural,
As Whitener told me, “Remember;
You don't hit golf balls, You make golf
swings.”

WITH THAT, he mentioned a half-
dozen things to remember when atep-
plog up to the ball:

® Grip — The palm of the bottom
band and the back of the upper hand
should face the target,

® Placing of feet — “Pros still do
thls, only they do it 50 fast you don't
notice,” Whitener sald. What they do fa
step up to the ball with feet together,
then step five or six inches forward
with the front foot and five or six inch-
s backward with the back foot. That
ensures the ball is centered in the mid-
dle of your body,

® Extenslon — A cardinal rule of
golf — the club should be an extenslon
of your arm.

cy. An easy way to remember how far
to'wtand from the ball Is that you should
be xble to stand up af t and touch

h with Tub. B Qetting a grip on the game: OAE sportawriter
o ball your club. Your welght C.J. Risak gets some instruction on a few of
goli's finer points from Gery Whitener, pro at
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Third is a
charm for
tennis ace

T. Harret

For the last three years, Tom Harret
and George Grisdale have squared off
In the flnals of the men's $5-and-over
singles divislon of Farmington’s Foun-
ders Featival Tennls Tournament,

Each time Harret has emerged vic-
torious,

Harret beat Grisdale a week ago
Sunday in this year’s finals §-3 and 6-2,
The match was a lot closer than the
score would indicate.

*l was very surprised the scores
were that one-slded. George played
very well,” sald Harret, who is a ser-
geant with the Wayne County Sheriff's
Department.,

"THE GAMES were all hard-fought.
‘There was never a time when I felt I
could let up on him, If I did, he would
have beaten me,” Harret sald.

Harret has belonged to nearly every
racquet club in the area, Currently, be
plays out of Courthouse Racquet Club
In West Bloomfield. He has played
against Grisdale on numerous occa-
slons the past slx years,

“I'd say we are gettlng pretty famil-
{ar with each other,” Harret sald. Har-
ret has never lost a match to Grisdale.

In the mea's 19-and-over singles,
Cralg Simmons ousted Rick Podolln, 6-
0, 6-4.

In the men's doubles, Simmons and
his partner Jlm Diroff beat Randy Mi)-

ler and Nick Lessins, 6-2, 6-2,

‘The Founders Festival Tconla Tour-

ton Hills Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor David Justus, Justus aald be i3 only
that ‘The tour-

Livonla's two public coursss, Risak and Whit

will combine on a three:
for the O&E tournament

-part series on preparing
8.

ney has always ben closed to residents
and workers of Farmington and Farm-
gton Hills, .

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

HE KING IS big business,
Forget, for a moment, his
6,078-970-293  won-loas-tie

record. Forget about
amazing 112,386 strikeouts In 7,341
games. Forget about hls 227 perfect
games, his 801 no-hitters and his 1,716

shutouts, .

Just flat-out forget that The King is
probably the flnest hurler the game of
fast-pitch softball has ever known.
That fact has become a lttle boting for
Eddle “The King"® Felgner,

The King and bls merry bend of
three, His Court, are no longer just the
{Inest and most entertalning four-man
softball team around, They are now a
business enterprise and a commercial
vehicle for the Miller Brewing Co.,
Puma Shoes and others.

THE DODGE VAN that will trans-
port the King and His Court from town
to town throughout its $8th world tour,
the same van that brought the team to
Southfield last Sunday to take on a ce-
lebrity All-Star team coached by Tom
'Ct:junt Scary” Ryan, was dooated. by
Milter,

You can order Eddle Feigner auto-
graphed softball gloves, designed by
The Ring himself, for just $54,10,

There are The King and His Court
“Official Scuvenir Programs® on sale,
.n\valluups.'l‘-lm.mmmher
paraphernalia. Inside the program are
various products endorsed by The King.

For example, Feigner in one ad, says
' he's used Harwood softballs for 41
+ years, “not because it was specially
made for him, but because It was the
best.™ An ad on the adjacent page pro-
claims that The King uses deBeer soft-

A Puma ad brags that The King and
Hiis Court use Puma running and spiked

A amall article tells of Felgner's in-
volvement with Internationa) Enxymes
Inc., a company that manufactures or-

- ganic products containing enxymes for
forelgn and domestic use. (?)

YES, THE KING and His Court still
travel aroand the world putting os en-
tertaining, almost gicdl, softbal)

‘The resl reason The King was there, | He pliches behind his back. He pltches

Judging from a post-game interview
with Feigner, was to promote the say-
eath edition of his book, *What Little I
Know Aboat Pitching and Ritting,” and
; ivg:;eo cazsetls tape entitled, "How to

Felgner dido't want to talk about his
pitching accomplishments. “That'’s old
stufl,” he 'sald, He preferred to talk
about Edward King Enterprises Inc,,
1350 Idelwild Drive, Reno, Nev. 89509,
That's the company putting out Feign-

from second base. He pltches blindfold~
ed. His pitches were once clocked at
Ll;mt!esp& hour. In short, he's amaxz-

The Klog, with a lot of help from
Count Scary and six members of the
Birmingham Eagles women's softball
team, thrilled a big crowd at the Civie

, Center last Sunday,

MORE THAN 1,000 people braved
the ralny weather to attend the game

er’s book and vi
It wmlzd thll‘?:l:vly. In earlier
years, Court
tromp from town to town to make a
little money, get a decent meal, and,
most importantly, promote fest-pltch
softball, .

: ;liox;l'glwhwmmkoilljvv.

by the and
Southtield Optimists Clubs. Jack
Lackner, chairman of the event, sald
Feighner bopes to be back agaln pext
year.

“I haven’t thrown hard for years,”
s2id Felgrer after

his performance
Sunday. “Not like I once could. But, [‘

still throw harder than anyone else,

When asked how many more years
he could continue to shy, The King
sald, “Why quit? I conld go for another
10 to 15 years at least.” But, the King’s
sport has died. Fast-pitch softball is

,extinct In America. The
games, dominated by pitching, are low-
and lack fan appeal. F'
has & different oplnion as to why the
sport ded,

“The organizers of the sport didn't
work to keep it nuve,nerr‘;nomn
school tzams. No college teams, no
scholarshipe. The game Ix not an Olym-
lc sport, though it should be. They just
ot the spoct die,” ha said,

Perbaps ttmt's why The King and His
cmhp:mlvzdﬂlmoaeomm«dd
enterprise instead of & promotion vehi-
cle for the sport of fast-plich softball,
* Nevertheless, Eddie Felgner, Dave
Barnett, Eddie J.R. Felgner and G
WM!-mKln.mdBuM—a.z
stll] good for & few laughs and a damn
§00d game of fast-pitch. .

Eddle ‘The King' Feligner brought his famous
four-man, fast-pltch softball act into Southtistd
last week [n the annual Blrmlnnhay'n and South-

Fast-pitch is dead —Long live The King!

JERRY ZOLYNSKY

field Optimiste Clubs benefit game. The King
and His Court dazzled a team of All-Stars
coached by Tom '?oun! Scary’ Ryan.




