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Bevery D'Angelo simpers and sighs, while Chevy Chase

varigs with only two faclal expressions In the meant-to-
be-comic Lamp s >

the movies

. Louise
Snider

|

‘Vacation’ travels
humeorless road

Louise Snider is on vacation, Guest critic is Dan Green-
berg, film instructor at the Orchard Ridge Campus of Oak-
land Ce College in Far Hills,

By Dan Qresnberg
spacial writer

The history of the tmotlon plcture Is 50 broad and diverse that
one hesltates to nomlnate any one film as “the worat.”

“National L 's Vacation” atruggles for that
But In that regard, as In all others, It fails. Its only real success ks
in boring and offending audiences.

As the film opens, the Family Griswold (a predictable father,
motber, son and davghter comfortably Installed In a new statlon
wagon) begins a determined Chicago-LA trek to visit the Walley
World Amusement Park.

Neither retarded relatlves, dead aunts, maliclous auto mechan-
Ics nor a closed amusement park Interfere with thelr JSunafun-
Jun. :

Audiences for this fiim are not golng to be 8o fortunate,

Poor acting, weak dlrecting, offensive material and a marginal,
episodic structure severely limit viewing pleasure,

The film bas all the appeal of an evening spent viewing the
Lockhorn's home movies,

A FILM with Christine Brinkley can't be all bad,

‘Wanna bet?

Besldes the Grand Canyon photographed to look like an inexpen-
sive, poorly palnted backdrop, Brinkley is the only visual attrac-
tion In *Vacation.”

She appears and reappears In a red Corvette as Mr. Griswold's
{antasy. When the fantasy materiallzes and approaches him in the
motel bar, the elnematography miraculously manages to flatten
her features In an unflattering way. However, (n the moment
which follows, Brinkley emerges from the pool, lovely and drip-
ping &s seductively as any Venus. But one image cannot redeem a
100-minute f{lm. )

“Vacation's” deficlencles are major. The writers falled to under-
stand the difference between satire and ridicule; the director and
his actors believe that “pace” means slow.

“Vacation's” satiric posaibilities are quickly lost, Instead of ex-
aggerating buman folbles alightly to make us Jaugh and under-
tand a blt about what it means to be buman, as satire usually
does, "Vacation" exaggerates excessively and ridicules everyone
and everything, Nothlng has a redeeming human quality.

Everyone is elther foollsh, mean, contemptuous, bliter, hateful,
or all of the above. That's no fun, and that's not funny, Life's not
like that and certalaly comedy isn't funny swhen everyone’s a fool.

COMIC IMPACT depénds on fast-paced introduction of the un-

“Vacation® is 30 slow that every gag, every pratfall,

every event, every line takes 80 long that the audlence figures jt

out and forgets it before it happens. Even the ever-popular crash.

your-car-through-a-barricade gag wasn't funny because it took so

long to reach the barrler after Foolish Father passed the “Road
Closed" sign,

Chevy Chase as Father Griswold utilized only two facial expres-
slons: “Boy, am I great)” and "Oopa! I just stepped in the dog poo.”
Beverly D’Angelo, 23 Mother Griswold, has obviously tralned at
the Stmper and Sigh School of Acting.

Imogene Coca’s excellent comedic talents are not utlllzed in her
role as flaky Aunt Edna. First the director stuff her In the back
seat of the station wagon and then on the luggage rack after ahe
dies, The two Griswold children Audrey (Dana Barron) and Rusty
(Anthony Michael Hall) exhibit some acting talent, particularly

:vhen Rusty has to cope with Father Griswold's paternal pomposi-

.

Readers may consider these disgruntied comments merely com-
plaints of an old man for whom such films are pot designed. But
the large number of young people Ln the audience for whom such
{ilms are 50 loosely crafted weren't 1aughing elther,

Christie Brinkiey is # fantady for Father Griswold, but

hrer beauty afone isn't enough to make film attractive.
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LISTEN,.

YES, Your Chance to Win One

: * TAPE RECORDERS * DINNERS * RADIOS AND MORE! :

Call and talk obout pets, psychic advice,;’
divorce, crime, porsonal probloms,
hoalth, nuteillon, notural foods,
foot probloms, sparts, fishing.

Call 525-1111 for Info. N
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- SEAFOOD
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Every Monday evening
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CALLIN...AND WIN!

of Many Valuable Prizes!
* STEREOS * WATCHES * T.V.'S

SIMPLY BE ONE OF WCAR'S TALK SHOW CALLERS AND
YOU'LL BE ENTERED TO WIN A VALUABLE WEEKLY PRIZE,
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A
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Get involved In the fun this summer at Carlos Murphy's.
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