Willoughby job with Murphy

By Kathy Parrish
staff writer

Oakland County Ls Jooking for some-
one to cajole grants, revenue
and favorable lawa out of state and fed-
eral legialators,

And who knows better how to do that
than a former legislator?

That’s the reasonlng of Oakland
County Executive Danlel Murphy, who
this week i3 to name fellow

ublican L. Jean Willoughby to a
$34,305 job on his staff as federal and
state ald coordinator.

Some commissioners’ made it clear
they would prefer it go to a non-artisan
civil servant rather than an opponent.

CREATION OF the new post was ap-
proved 16-9 Thursday by the Oakland
County Board of Commissloners,

Only Republicans voted yes, One Re-
publican, Sue Kehn of Clawson, jolncd
«¢Jght Demmocrats in opposition.

ot e gty pom

loyraent mpensation Bill," 0~
grnur: opponents urged the position be
fllled through the county merit aystem
instead of political patronage,

““We cannot continve to give a friend
a job when we're cutting-out deputies
and hours,” sald Commissloner Betty
Fortino, D-Pontlac, calling the appolnt-
ment a *‘sham.”

Financial planning seminar at QU

Sld Mittra,

Backers, who did not say publicly
who would get the position, contend It
requires a supporter of the county ex-
ecutlve’s policles. .

WILLOUGHBY, who was not at the
commlssion meeting, conflrmed that

on behalfl of the administration and
should be part of Its thinking — not just
aclvil servant.”

Nowak said he would find “the Dem-
octats’ railing to be a little less hollow
if they were as critlcal of thelr admin-
istration in Lansing. The litany of polit-

she expects to get the f But
she would have applied for it even It
the position had been a merit system
one.

“I feel It's perfectly acceptabla el-
ther way," explained Willoughby, a
state representative for one term, “The
Jobis what I wanted. I think it's exactly
where I should be.”

‘The resolution also did away with the
grants development ad:

ical s a3 long as your arm.”

SPEAKING AGAINST the resolution
were Democrats Dennls Aaron of Oak
Park, Fortino, Hubert Price Jr. of Pon-
tiac and James A. Doyon of Madison
Helghts.

Aaron suggested the lobbyist position
is Intended to help Murphy win re-elec-
ton. He also expressed doubts about

po-
sltfon, which pald $36,907 to $43,409.
Russ Martin, who beld that merit sYys-
tem job, 15 now the county's manage-

the 's chojee for the job, *
“When you come up with a job de-

scription like this and a candidate like

thls, you're nat talking about priorities

or good government, You're just feath-

ering your own pest,” Aaron sald,
Aaron

ment and budget director,
DEPUTY COUNTY E Pa-
trick Nowak, who In an interview

wouldn't deny Willoughby will be given
the job, sald the coordinator will have
lesa responsibllity and a lower salary
than Martin had,

“There are a lot less grants to ad-
minister,” Nowak explained, addibg
Murpby wants a legislative lobbyist
rather than a budget analyst for the
new posltion.

“Clearly thls person will be lobbying

of C

Planning and professor of management at Oakland
University, wlll conduct a financlal planning semt-
lay at the Michigan
State Unlveralty Management Center In Troy.

Toples may . include budget analysis, children's

nar from 8-9:30 p.m. Wednesd.

Madonna enrollment this week

estate planing.

quired, Call 643-8868.

College is fall

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through y
in the administration bullding. The college is at 1.6

and Levan Road in Livonia,

Classes start Tuesday, Sept. 6, Madonna offers
assoclate and bachelor’s degrees in more than 50
carcer-oriented programs, Graduate courses for
master’s in administration also are available. Stu-
dents may choose day, evening or weckend classes, o

Frida; the admlastons offlce.

Students registering through Friday, Aug. 19, are
required to pay 50 percent of their tultion that day.
They will be bllled for the remaining 50 percent
Thursday, Oct. 13. Tultion for most undergraduate
c:‘l:‘ifses Is $85 per credit and $100 for graduate

t.

tax selters, stocks and bond invest-
ments, wills and trusts, flnanclal {ndependence, in-
flation problems, interest rates, mutual funds and

The semlnar, co-sponsored by Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, Is free, but registration s re-

Persons nat admitted previously should contact

s abllity

to work with Democrats and even some

chublicuu during her term In Lans-
8.

REPUBLICAN Commissioner Mari-
Iyn Gosllng of Bloomfield Hills object-
ed to Aaron's persenal criticism of Wil-
loughby. “I think it's ungentlemanly
and uncalled for to cast slurs on a per-
son pot here.”

Price offered an amendment to

Monday, August 8, 1883 O4E

{0)5A

place the job under the merit system.
“At minimum, we want to assure resl-
dents of Oakland County that this will
be filled on a falr basis,” be explalned.

Doyon called the upcoming appoint-
ment the “worat kept secret In Oakland
County,” adding:

"I do belleve firmly that it Is being
created for a person rather than a func-
tlon. If the function is needed, it should
be merit. I it's political patronage, it
should be up front.”

WHILE COMMISSIONERS were de-
bating, the mother of six was on her
way home from New York where her
oldeat son bad surgery.

“I'm just glad it's settled,” sald Wil-
loughby, named Mother of the Year in
1982 by the Michigan Mothers Assocla-
tlon. “Even though I knew there was a
posaibility of it coming up, my mind
was o other things."

The 58-year-old Republican became
actlve in party politics after returning
to college at age 47, A registered nurse,
sho has a bachelor's degree in commu-
nications and a master’s degree in po-
Utical sclence.

“Journalism brings you into current
events, and by the time I flnished my
master's 1 was really involved,” she
said.
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draws Dems’ fire

The issue of appointing Jean
Willoughby as federal and
slate aid coordinator for
Oakland County was referred
1o by the Democrals as the
‘Jean Willoughby
Unemployment Compensation
bill. After the Birmingham/
Bioomtield area was
redisiricted last year, the
former state legisiator lost her

seat In the Aepublican
Primary to Rep. Ruth ./
McNamee, L, Jean Willoughby
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