Harrison stars shine in prep!;

Volume 94 Number 87

Strikers picket

BY Diane Gate
staff writer

Michigan Bell employees picketed a
Farmington location during the nation-
wide Michigan Bell and AT&T union
atrike that began Sunday,

The workers' maln concern I3 job se-
curity in an increasingly automated In-
geusu-y, according to local urlon mem-

T2,

“I think computers are great, but
when they start replacing people
they're bad,” sald Anne Okonski, as she

Bell

Thursday, August 11, 1883

cause the locatlon houses equipment
and not many workers are located
there, Michlgan Bell staff assoclate
ﬁminlc Grillo crossed thelr picket

e,
The picketers dida't show any signs
of anlmosity.

GRILLO SAID, “Job security is a
threat in the whole company for man-
agement and workers as well,"

Of the 24,000 Michigan Bell employ-
ecs In the state, approzimately 17,400
are bers of the C

held a aign in front of the Mi
equipment switching center at Grand
Rlver and Power.

There are four Michligan Bell faclll-
qutIslz in Farmington and Farmington

The picket line was low keyed on
Monday morning as Fran Bayton, DI-
ane Shutt and Okonski, who work in a
Livonla office, paced the aldewalk with
their signs, The women, who say it's the
{irst picket they've ever been involved
In, are in Local 4015,

Teams of strikers took turns carry-
Ing the signs at the apot — dramatical-
ly showing thelr employers and the
public that they are on strike,

Minutes after Bayton sald, “nobody
i3 trying to get into the building,” be-

Workers of America, which is one of
the three unlons striking nationwide.

“I hope the strike is very short, be-
cause I'd rather be working,” said
Okonskl, a Farmington resident.

Only a “very small” portion of the
union employces arc ignoring the
strike, according to Chuck Helmrich,
Michigan Bell manager of corporate
affalrs in north Oakland County,

Customers dialing direct have virtu-
ally no problem gelting through, be-
causs the calls are computerized, But
callers needing operator assistance
bave bad long walts for those filling in
for the atrikers,

Pleass turn to Page 4

House down sizing

Hills attempts

to ease

By Joanns Mallszewski
statt writer

The best compromise s achleved
w't;;.-n feuding parties remain unsatis-
fled.

That's developer Frank Whitten's de-
scription of an ordinance Farmington
Hills City Council unanimously intro-
duced Monday. The ordinance is de-
slgned to regulate house size and archi-
tecture in unfinished alngle-family
nelghborhoods, Councllman  Willlam
Lange was absent.

Council members expect to adopt the
ordinance next week. While both home-

fears

owners and builders, who filled council
chambers to the brim Monday, admit-
ted they were unsatisfied with the ordl-
nance, they also sald they could lve
with the new house aize and architec-
tura) regulations.

A public hearing wiil not be held pri-
or to adoption because both homeown-
ers and builders have been represented
throughout the months of debate,

“We did hammer out what is a com-
promise ordinance,” sald city attorney
Paul Bibeau, who drafted the ordi-
nance with the help of homeowners,
bullders and clty staff,

Pleasa turn to Page 4
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AGNES M. MANSOUR
speaks at banquet

Chamber

By Diane Gale
statf writer

Agnes M. Mansour, a former Catho-
lic nun who was the center of contro-
versy when she was appointed dlrector
of the state Department of Soclal Ser-
vices earlier this year, will speak at the
Farmington/Farmington Hllls Cham-
ber of Commerce dinner in October.

“We always try to look for someone
who i8 a good spesker, and who people
will be Interested In listening to,” sald
Jody Soronen, executive director of the
Farmington Farmington Hills Chamber
of Commerce.

“Board members thought she (Man-
sour) would make a flne addition to the
dinner night,” she said.

'On the rocks |

The Upper Rouge River that Jogs through the Farmington City
- Park is golng to otay on course with the help of about 14 Michigan
Voulh’,Jobo Corps workers. They sre instaliing erosion control

barrlers to pravent the river bank from eroding and causing the
river to change course. See story and more phatos on page 3A.
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Michigan Bell, found it necessary o cross the line while performing

his job.

Twenty-Five Cents
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to hear Mansour

Alter Gov. James Blanchard an-
nounced his choice for the office, Man-
sour, who was at the time a pun in the
order of Slsters of Mercy
Farmington Hills, found that accepting
the position placed her at the center of
many heated debates,

Much of the oppositlon arose because
her office distributes money for gov-
ernment funded abortions for low-in-
come wormen.

The Catholle church takes a sirong
stand agalnst abortlon. Some church

leaders were adamantly against her
taking the position. Mansour was given
the aption of either forfeiting the job,
or quitting the order,

ur gave up a 30-year carcer as
a nun and opted for the position as di-
rector of social services. She continues
to turn over her salary as director to
the Sisters of Mercy, as she did when
ahe was a nun. The order in turn gives
her astipend.

Please turn to Page 4

oral quarrel

Why should King’s
birth be a holiday?

‘The House of Representatives has
a bill to cbserve Martin Lu-

ther King Jr.'s birthday as a federal
hollday on the third Monday in Janu-

opposed the idea, Receatly, however,
he seetns to be warming to it.

Today's Oral Question is:

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES
AND DISADVANTAGES OF MAK-
UTHER KING JR.'s
BIRTHDAY A FEDERAL HOLI.

To call Oral Quarrel, dial 477.5498,
You bave untl 1 p.m. Friday to re-
spond, To see how your neighbora feel
about this [ssue, look in Monday's
Farmington Observer.
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