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Rochester Adams’ recelver Terry Allen hauls in an

ence call,

QARY CASKEY/statf photogeapher

By Chris McCosky
staff writer .,

Pplaying in the game until & week before
started, havled in a 43-yard

“Ladles and gentlemnan, the atten-
dance for the third anpual High School
c%cha Assoclatlon All Star game, , ,
5,708,

A queer mllence spread across 3pa-
clous Spartan Stadlum on the campus
of Michlgan State University In Fast
Lansing after MSU sports information
man-John Pearson read off the day’s
attendance figures,

In the press box, several high schoot
coaches lowered thelr heads, For the

atraight year, their game — the
showcase of Michigan high sehool foat-
ball — had falled to win the support of
the fans. It had agaln lost money.

The coaches were not pleased, They
bad put on a good show and nobody saw
It They put the best football players in
the state on the same fleld and let them
£0 at It The result was an intense, ex.
clting football game.

But, bardly anybody saw it.

*I WISH WE'D bave had more people
out there,” sald Livonla Franklin head
coach and offenslve coordinator for the
East All-Stars, Armand Vigna. “The
kids deserve t. I thought it was a great
football game. It was a wlide-open al-
falr on both sides. There was a lot of
passing, a lot of sacks, There were long
kick-off returns. People would have en-
Joyed watching this game.”

The East, led by the strong and aceu-
rate arm of Farmington Harrison
quarterback Ken Kish, prevailed over
its opponents from the West, 24-10,

h, who leaves next week for Al
bion College, completed six of 14 pass-
€3 good for 191 yards and two touch-
downs. Kish gained more yards passing
:l;liu ‘u;e West squad gained in total,

-143,

The West took the opening kickoff
and promptly marched down to the
East 18-yard line before the East de-
fense stiffened. After West quarterback

Lance Loughman
kicked a 45-yard fleld goal to atake the
West toa 3-0 lead,

ROCHESTER ADAMS’ split end Ter-
ry Allen, who didn't find out he was

strike from Livonla Franklin quarter-
back Rlckard Popp to get the East of-
fease moving. Allen was a last-minyte
substltuta for Kevin Harrls of Fordson.

Allen's catch set up a 15-yard touch-
down rua by Riverview fullback John
Blackwell. Farmington Harrison kick.
er Dave Blackmer added the polnt af-
ter,

On the West's first play from
| ge after the
DuWayne Pitts Intercepted a Carruth.

era' pass. Five plays later, It appeared
Allen bad cavght uyﬂso-yani touchdown

More photos and
stories appear on
Pages 3 and 5C.

pass from Popp. The referee, howaver,
ruled that Allen pushed off on the de-
fender and the score was nullified.

Kish came In at the start of the sec-
ond quarter and promptly turned the
ball over to the West by fumbting a bad
énap. On his next serfes Kish atoned for
the mistake,

Kish, with the help of two outatand-
ing catches by Dan Glidden from
Owen-Gage, marched the Fast 80 yards
In seven plays and capped It off by fir.
Ing a 39-yard strike to Glidden.
Blackmer hit the extra polot and the
East led 14-3 with 3:49 left In the half,

TWO PLAYS LATER, Pitts picked
off his second pass of the half. That set
the stage for the state's premier place-
kicker Blackmer, From 44 yards out,
the University of Wisconain-bound
kicker split the uprights with plenty of
Yyardage to spare. -

‘The next play alone was worth thé
price of admission, M

After his field goal, Blackmer Kicked
olf to Dean Altobelll of the West. Altow

belli the

1agged 98 yards for an apparent touch-
down. Unfortunately for the West,
clipping was detected on the play and
the score was nullified.

Ploase turn to Page 3

B ) 30-yard t Ppass, but the play wos nullifled on an offensive interfer-
S ————
X0 Jim
a5 iHughes
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“We're committed to it. It's just
going too take o few years to get it
going.”

— Armand Vigna

EFORE WE GET into the meat
of this one, I want to make it
clear that the Michigan High
School Football Coaches As-

" soclation should be commended for the
work It hes put into its annual all-star
football game. .

Those who questioned whether or not
the game would fly scem convinced
now that it can — evidenced by the ex-
clting 24-10 East victory Saturday at
the third all-star game In East Lansing,

Gentlemen like MHSFCA president
Dick Harris and secretary-treasurer
Don Lessner (to name fust two), have
put a great deal of time into staging the
game, which showcascs some of the
best high school football players from
the previous season,

The game should continue. That's all
there 13 to it, But making it work i the
problem with which the association is
confronted. And when It has Its annual
meeting Nov, 30 to pick the regiona]
football coaches of the year, it must
make decisions as to how the game will
make money.

THE BIGGEST enigma is flnding a
way to beel up the altendance for the
gumes, In each of the three contests,

&

year, about 7,200 fans showed up,
and the coaches essociation was sacked
for an $8,000 loas,

'eRF, an even sparcer crowd

site may be answer

support. Press releases far in advance
give notice to media in the atate,
There's even a presa day a week before
the game. Hometawn newspapers cat
that stuff up, though the same isn’t true
with the dailies,

Another possible alternative is mov-
ing the site of the game from Michigan
State University to a factlity nearer the
Detrolt area where It's more populous,
That's oot to say MSU hasw't been a
graclous enough host. It just seems peo-
ple from the Detroit area are not will-
Ing to travel that far on a Saturday af-
ternoon in August to watch an exhibl-
tion football game,

THAT WAS my number one concern
when the game originated three years
ago. The attendance figures alnce then
relnforce my bellef. Sunday, I bumped
into my former high school coach —
Jack Bridges from Edsel Ford — and
we got talking about the possibility of
moving the game. Bridges was one of
those coaches who was apprehensive
about the gamo from the outset, but is
all iz favor now.

“As far a8 making It 2 financlal sue-
cess, they have to come to where the
people are,” Bridges said, *Now, ar-
ranging & facllity, that's going to be a
stumbling block.” :

Akin to the *State's Great™ bumper
stickers, the coaches bave dlscovered
an overwhelming satisfaction with tha
facllitles on the East Lanaing campus,

g 15 available to them —

{rom dorm rooms and f00d commons to

gc practice facillties and Spartan Sta-
um,

“We get great cooperatlon from
Michigan State,* Lessner sald. “They're
flrst class all the way, We've bad no

we get B sponsor to underwrite the
game, we won't have a game,”

Lessner also indlcated outstate peo-
ple are mare supportive, and & move to
the Detroit area fsn't necessarily the
answer.

“We have clinles for the coaches as.
soclation, and our worst attendance ls
in the Detrolt area,” he sald. “We've
kad them at Troy Athens and in South-
fleld, and there weren't very many
coaches, OQutstate coaches support
them (the clinics) better.”

Livonia Franklin coach Armand Vig-
Da see3 & move as a possible alterna-
tve, although he's not convinced &
Journey this way would solve the prob-
lem either.

“A move to a blg center of popula-
tion that's easier to get to possibly
would belp,” Vigna sald. I have mixed
feelings, Michigan State has treated us
real nice. It's a nice place to play the
game, but at the same time, yOu recog-

you have to put people In the
atands to make the game.

“DON'T FORGET the people from
the western part of the state and the
Upper Peinsula. A central location is
fair. But if it means (moving the game)
to contlnue {t, I'd be for moving it.” *

My personal feeling Is to give it a
abot closer to the Dotrolt area. Possible
alternatives would be Fastern Michi-
gan Univeralty, the Univeraity of Mich-
igan, or the Pontlac Silverdome. East-
ern and U-M have the facllities, it's just
& matter of making It economical for
the arsociation,

The Silyerdome would cause some
problems alnce the players would need
room and board near Pontlac — and at
that time, the Detroit Lions are sta-

-

YOU QUALIFY!

A significant benefit of the Economic Recovery Tax Act
of 1981 makes more people eligible for Individual Retire-
ment Accounts than ever before. Starting in 1082,
anyone with earned income can invest up to $2,000 every
year in an Individual Retirement Account. Even more if
married and filing jointly. And you can deduct the entire
amount on your income tax return, even if you take the
standard deduction.

AnlIRA is one of the casiest and safest ways to provide
funds tax deferred for your retirement. Kidder, Peabody
specialists can explain how the new law will affect your
particular situation and help you choose an appropriate
investment for your IRA,

To find out how Kidder, Pea body and the new tax law
tan mean more money for your retirement, just call us or
mail the coupon.

3290 West Big Beaver Road, Troy, MI 48084
Tel: (313) 649-5700
— over 60 additional offices worldwide —

Please send me information an IRA.

~————— BN Kidder, Peabody —_____
l . 8 O. incorporaTep I
Foundrd 1865
A oo Nz Yol auad Amieen on S0 d Frubuosges

This d
(8.708) n’lw the all-star game, and the  problems, there's Just not enough atten- tlozed at Oakland Universlty. Cran- Name
assoclation can expect an even bigger dapce.” - brook may be the answer there, again
loes in the pumbers column, since Less- Farmiogton Harrison bead football ~ — If its affordable, Address
Der sald It would take betwoen 12,000~ coach John Herrington, who also is certalnly would bate to see this
18,000 fans just to break even, public relations director for the associ- game go down the tubes, It's a great .
There have been & couple of sugges- Ation, echoed Lessner's sentiments, experience for the kids, and a fitting City State Zip
tlons for eliminating thls problem. Ono . i cooclusion to their high school careers,
i3 to get McDonald's “MICHIGAN STATE & 30 good in It would ashame £o Iose It, especial- Ph
cost of the game, thus lifting tho bur- us and board ($135 per all the hird work the coaches Home Phone
den off the coaches’ backs, Proceeds — athlets for 10 days), and I doubt we association has put Into the game,
#0 far there bavn't been any — would could get that somewhere else, but I I 't want to bet on the lkall. Ruci Phone
g0 to sy, the Michigan Ronald don't know,” Herrington sald, *A move bood of & fourth all-star game. But I |
mmufmcummmm- is possible, but It seems the outstate’  am.willing to bet the —_ — _—— ’
ation Is't to blame for the lack of fan people suppott it more, I think unless do everything It ean to preserva it.
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