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What’s this
‘high tech’

 buzzword?

"We have reached no general agreement on a
definitlon of a high technology Industry.” So con-

0gy
J cluded & study last year by the Jolnt Economic
Commllwcﬂ Con,

ngress,
term “high tech” became part of our lan.
guage dunng the late 1960s. It was most commonly
used reference to computers and related technol-
ogy. During the 19680s, tho term haa
:rverworled ‘buzzword of politicians, educators, scl-
edla,

entlsts, investors and the masa m

with other buzgwords, the definitlon got lost in
the hype.

TECHNOLOGY is the application ol';;:.lence, But

of C

technology Industry as one which continuously utl-
pes technology of recent origin for improvement
nd development of new products,

Another federal bureaucracy, the National Bu-
u of Standards, offered this definition: A high
hnology industry Is one which has experienced

change, origi-
nated within the Industry itself, during the last sev-
decades.
Both definitions leave a lot to be dealred,

THE JOINT Economlc Committee of Congress
did agree that high technology industries fall Into

i five broad categories.

[

i They are electric equipment, machinery, trans

At portation equipment, Instruments and related prod-

ticts, and chemicals and allled products.
High technology refers to processes s well as
products. Even the most mundane “low tech” prod-
eta such as steel and textiles can be made with
high tech processes such as computers and auto-
mated factory systems,
The definition I will be uslog in these columns
Incorporates a comblnation of the following 10
h of high ) d )

HIGH TECHNOLOGY:
f' l) Has significant growth poten!
Is based on sclentific and enxlneertn; {deas
lm) principles,

4) 1ssucs & significant nnmbe ot paua:u.

S)Hasa hlgh capital-to-labor rai

8) Is at the-leading edge of t.echnalogiul develop-
ments.

‘N Has high levels of research and development
spending,

and

pment.
9) Uses a high ratio of sclentists, engineers and
techiniclans in the work force,
10) Is characterized by rapid changes and devel-
opment.

IN RECENT years, high technology has been
touted as a way to econowmlc recovery, Industrinl
growth and worldwide market expaslon.

Without a doubt, new and expanding high tech-
nuloy Industrics will create jobs. However, since

high technology industries are diverse, it Is ex-
trememly difficult to plopoint which Industries and
how many new jobs.

High technology industries have a signlficant im-
pact on occupations. The effect upon emplnymenl
will be first realized by an Increase in entry-level
skill reqn.lm'uentl

Secondly, many workers will experience an up-
grading of occupational skills and a healthy dose ol
Mnlnlux to keep abreast of the rapld technologt-
cal

mNIy. there will be a reduction In the number
of unskilied employment opportunities,

Lnuy, thm mdha an increased demand for

bigher

tralning 80 workers will be adequately prepared to
face the brnva new world of high technology.

Road board aiding
state jobs effort

Oakland County road commissioners will help
provide work for peopla in state jobs programs.

The road commission will pay Oakland County
$17,850 for roadside ucm plekup work for 17
weeks.,

-Commisaion Chalrman John R. Gnau Jr. sald be
was told 12 people In Gov. James Blanchard's jobs
program will staff the ]oh! five days & week until
the ires in September. Then the jobs
will be staffed by labor from the Department of
Social Services general assistance work program.
(b oy ek prsgean e par, b s year

county program lo
{t bas Increased from two to five days a week.

Watcke to tell what high tech means to you

‘What does nﬂthebuw.nzabwtmuchnol-
gmwym Will It change your life?

Beglinning today, Rosald R. Watcke wiil ex-
pmnm-mmmmmm.mnxuu-
clea In plain English, He will tell what It means
1o poople who work, to students, to people
planaing to return to school, small business op-
erators, people planning career changes.

news. It will be anal;

thought-provoking,”

lopk:—ulchlm’nmsmcon dgutmu:h- bis bachelor's degree

ing from Troy through Hills and 1 master’s (n

Ann Arbor, u:u(moomunwumm State and

plpalm office, genetic engineering, home
ters and satellites,

arts at Wayne County Community College

aince Novan'bet. and prior to that was voca-
tlosal dean there for five
- A native of Stafford, Conn., Watcke earned

*The column will go beyond the
and hopefull
'hellldllbewulnedhl{

from the University of Michigan,

He taught In Fast Detroit and Detroit public
schools before Joln!.uz thc !lcu!iy of WCCC
whean it was founded in

’l‘he’mry resident has been dean of liberal

Future toplics include
Michigan’s own 8ilicon
Ridge, the effect on the .
auto induetry, the
paperless office,
genetic engineering,
home computers and
satellites.
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Speclalizing In t of the probl
Tated with pr

‘Women experlencing pre-menstrual
. difficultles should call:

424.9030

‘for an appointment

GORMAN'S
DESIGNERS
_CAN HELP YOU

AND 15-50%
FROM WHAT IT COSTS.

THE SUMMER SALE AT

Faltiane ® 260 Town Center Drive ® Across from Fairlane Mall ® Dearborn ® Phone: 336-0340

ENDS SEPTEMBER 4.

Southfleld ® Telegraph at 12 Mile ® Phone: 353-9880
‘Troy ¢ W. Big Beaver at Crooks ® Phone: 649-2070

Grand Raplds ® 28th & Breton Rd. ® Phone: 243-5466

Al stores open Dally 10 to 6; Monday, Thursday & Friday il 9; Troy and Falrlane open Sunday 12:00 to 5:30.




