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moral perspectives
Rev. Charles

Is wealth

the best

legacy to pass on?

It's always been a difflcult issue, For
of years we have tried all

sorta of {deas, but have never found any
satisfactory way of dispoeing of distrib-
umo‘arwullhwdgoodsnweume

o
A fundamental cause of all the trau-
ma and dissenslon czused by the trans-

posses-
slons that are the most valuable In our
lives and the legacy we want to pass
on If wa didn't attach so much Impor-
tance to our possessions (material
goods) and wealth, we wouldn't have 50
much trooble detaching curselves from
it In the process of dying and death.

It's my understanding that the Blbli-
cal concept of the Jubilee year (baving
all the land re for a pew distribu-
tion every 50th year) was pever fully
Implemented. However, it was an at.
tempt to say something about owner-
ship et al. For the earlier Ofd Testa-
ment land

Saying that we are only stewards is one
e g it a princlple for
land ownership is quite another.

Quite frankly, I don’t see much possi-
bility for a change In our practice of
ownership, We shall continue to belleve
that everything we purchasec is ours to
own and control. At the time of our
death we shail believe and assume that
our wealth and material lons
are the most Important legacy to the

. generation after us. N

his book “Seven Arrows,” Hy:
emeyohsts Storm tells us that the
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Plains Indlans regarded the
Wheel 23 thelr most important legacy
to the generations following after. A
way of looking at lfe, the Medicine
Wheel was “a mirror in which every-
thing is reflected.” For them It was the
path to Integrity, understanding and in-
sight. Teachieig the next generatlon lts
vislon and way was the greatest gift
they could pass on.

It's a pity that we think so little of

the

always belonged to God. The people
pever owned It In the sense of owner-
ship today. They were the stewards of
the land — managers, custodlans, care-
takers. And it was their {ntestion to
make that clear in the way they related
to the land. They would never own it
{forever and forever. They would care
for it, they would till jt and they would
glve It back for reassignment after so
many years,

THE ASSUMPTIONS are cotrect in
the Blblleal narrative, but we may find
fault with the process. We might say it
sounds too “Sociallst” or “Communist.”

as human belngs capable of
love -and thought, and so highly of all
those things made of earth and dust.
We might feel some relief at making
careful plans for the distribution of our
wealth and possessfons at the time of
our death. And we might agree that
these legacles are also “a mirror in
which our values are truly reflected.”
More serfous consideration on'thls sub-

ject should persuade us that we have no
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reason to be surprised if the next gen-
eration thinks no more of us as human
beings than we think of ourselves, What
we are as lhe people of God Is the one
thiog we don't pass on to the next gen-
eratton.

———

. Farrell

gerontology
1 A. Jolayne

Adjusting to bifocals
takes time, practice

Dear Jo: !

1 bave been fitted with my first palr
of blfocals and am having a problem
adjusting to them. When I walk and
look dawn at my feet I get off balance
and am afrald of a fall. Could you glve
me some suggestions as to how I can
adapt to them?

M. K.

Dear Mrs, K.

Most of the many milltons of peaple
who wear bifocals have had to make
some sort of an adjustment to them In
the beginning, 50 you are not alone.

First of all, make sure that your
frames bave been properly adjusted s0
that the Jenses are in the correct posi-
tion. Do not hesitate to return to the
professional who fitted you with them
for an adjustment.

It is important that you wear your
blfocals continnously for the first week
to two, even though you may feel you
don't bave to wear them for certain ac-
tivitles. When walking, avoid looking
down at your feet. You're right, this

can cause you to Jose your , and
I'm sure you don’t usually look down at
your feet when walking anyway.

Lastly, one of the hardest things to
do with new blfocals is to read the
pewspaper. To do this, fold the paper
into half or quarter #izs and move the
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some straight talk with your mother
about how she feels and how she is
managlng Is necessary. A professional
physical or mental evaluation may be
needed.

To answer your questlon as (o how
you can tell if a person is mentally ill
or not according to the psychlatrist,
Eric Pfelffer, mental illness is present
when a person is unable to meet hls or
ber physical, mental and/or social
needs, or can do 50 only with pain, suf-
fering, and conslderable personal
discomfort. Although some older peo-
ple are mentally ill, mental illness is
not a part of growing older. Should any
of these apply to your mother, you
should asslst her In getting belp.

Dear Jo:

My grafdfather baa taken op wiod-
surfing. He has been an avid sports-
man, particularly In water sports, all
his life; bat at ege 63, I think he bhas
gone oo far. Should I eacoarage him or
discourage bim?

Mrs. 2.

Dear Mrs. J,

For our readers who are not familiar
with this new and popular sport, wind-
surding is sailing on a surf board. It ls
something like surfing, something like
water-skiing and something like safling
but different,

‘To answer your question better. I de-

ided to take a windsurfing lesson
mysell, I'm age 47 and have some
background in water-skiing and sailing.

The three-hour lesslon was some-
what gruelling, but not exbausting as
we were able to pace oursclves accord-
ing to our energies and abilities.

Adter several trics, which included
falling into the water from the board
from ali angels — even once or twice
emerging up under the sall — I was
able to actually sail (windsurf) al-
though It will take a few more hours on
my own to really get tha *hang” of it.

The instructor sald windsurfers are
of all ages from age 10 and up. When I
asked him “how far up?” be arranged
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for me to meet an

Be recommends that you take les-
sons [rom a pro, “they’ve got the whole
aport down to four easy steps.”

‘The key to the whole sport really Ia
£00d health ~ although according to
Gibbe' you'don't really have to see or
boar all that well. -

8o, Mrs..J, I think you sbould en-
courage your grandiather to coatlnue,

ar- .

WARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCR

OF LIVONIA

FEXTELT

HEALS.

Many pseople have found this
true, not only In Bible times
but today. If you'd like to hear
some personal exparlences of
healing, visit our Wednesday

evening testimony meeting.
We'd love to have you come.
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