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Civic duty eased

National award for jury clerk

By Kathy Parrish
stafl writer

Janet Lindscy never has been asked
toserve.

As jury clerk for the Sixth Judicial
Circuit Court, however, she has made it
a lot casler for Qakland County resl-
dents to do thelr clvic duty.

“It's a challenge to work with the
needs of the courts and the peaple who
come In as jurors; to coordinate the
two,"” said Lindsey. “I'm never bored.”

STRIVING TO make jury week less
of a'burden for the 7,000 people who
serve on clreult and probate court tri-
als each year earned the Pontiac Town-
ship resident one of thls year’s Paul C.
Reardon Judlefal Administration
Awards, :

Given by the National Ceater for
State Courts, the $150 honorable men-
tlen went fer her paper on the court’s
Jury Management Program.

“We're stilt mllnlng our computer
program, but now we're able to ac-
comodate almost anything that comes
through here,” sald Lindsey,

The mother of five has an assoclate
degree In math from Macomb County
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Janet Lindsey
more jurore, [oss cost

Community College. She never planned
to become a jury expert.

Alter applying for an Oakland-Coun-
ty job 10 years ago, she became a typ-
ist In the court adminlstrator’s office.
A stint in the assignment clerk’s offlce
led to her belng asked to become bee
come jury clerk.

"ALL THE JURY actlvities were
being done by different offices,” re-
called Lindsey. “They needed someone
to bring everything together.”

The award winning paper detalls the
court’s Jury Management Program
which she oversaw,

The program grew out of the Michl-
gan Legislature’s 1978 order that jury
duty ba made more convenieat for clti-
zens and include a broader eross-sec-
ticn of the populatlon. It also did away
with exemptions for service,

Federal and county grants helped
pay for the changes, which include a
computer to keep track of jurors from
the time they are notified until they are
pald for duty.

Circuit court staff also produced and
dirccted a videotape presentation to let
jurors know what was s expected of
them,

*“Most people have never been inslde
a courtroom before,” explained
Lindscy, who has lived in the county all
of her 48 years but has mever been
called to serve on a jury.

CIRCUIT COURT sends an exten-
sive questlonaire/summons to 20,000
prospective jurors each year. Handling
the preliminaries by mail cuts down on
the flow in and out of the court.

‘The plan Inctudes extensive followup
on those who don't respond.

“When they took away (he exemp-
tlons, It became imperative to come up
with a way of handling summonscs
without - disrupting the whole system,”
said Lindsey, who has taken courses in
court administration at Wayne State
Usiversity. Other changes include
shertening service from two weeks to
one In order to double the number of
people who serve.

“We did reach moare citizens and
drew a wider cross section,” sald
Lindsey.

SHE SAID she couldn't comment on
a recently filed lawsuit alleging that
Onkland County Circult Court jury
pools don't adequately represent the
county’s minority population.

Geake: Balanced budget plan won?t go

A conservatlve lobbyist is looking to Michigan
for help on Ing a "balanced budget™ constitu-
tional amendment, but a friendly suburban senator

Opposed were Faust; Jack Faxon, D-
and Patrick McCollough, D-Dearborn.

tion to Davidson replled,
“I'm sorry it will never be convened. Congress
won't pass it.”

is pesalmistie. .
*I doubt very much if it will evcr ger. out of com-
mittee,” said Sen. R. Robert

THE NATIONAL Taxpayers Unlon takes credit
for slnglchnndedly leading the fight for a canstltu-
tlonal ulre a balanced federal

after James Dale Davidson of lhe Natlnnnl'l‘axpny-
ers Unlon made hls pitch Monday to Livonia Rotar-
fans.

Geake was a co-sponsor of Senate Jolnt Resolu-
tion E, which called on the US. Congress to call a
constltutional conventlon. Its purpese would be to
write an amendment to require that the federal
budget be balanced except In unusual elreum-
stances.

.Michigan’s constitution requlres state and local
budgets to be balanced nnnunlly' the U.S, Constltu-

to req
budget and limited federal taxes,” according to lts
lterature. It clalms 100,000 members.

Davidson, 8s chairman and primary national
spokesman, told the Rotarlans he ls looking to the
Michigan Legislature for support in asking Con-
gress to cail a constitutional conventlon. The plan
needs support from 34 legislatures, and 32 have
lined up.

Asked from the audlence if a constitutlonal con-

But he sald Cangress itself is “a runaway consti-
tutional convention which can propose any amend-
ment they wish. Congress can propose {(amend-
ments) untll it’s blue in the face.”

Davldson sald a would
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- CONSIDER
MADONNA
COLLEGE
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= Nursing * Music
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50 Areas of Study

* Criminal Justice
* Mcdical Tech
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Co-Op & Internships ® Low Tuition
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COLLEGE Registration Extended
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be less dangerous than Congress itseif because the
convention would “be more responsive, more con-
servative and have more thinking people than Con-
gress, We have far less to fear from a convention
than from the dangers of Congress.”

Davidson pletured the United States heading for
economic ruin like Acgentina (“a basket case”) and
Mexico “unless we can bring this reckless spending
under control.”

tion docs not.

“WE HAD 23 co-sponsors In the Senate,” Geake
sald. “You would think with that kind of support we

vention wouldn't open up the entlre U.S. Constitu-

Mlchaolundunsnys:

could pass it.”

‘The Michigan Senate has 38 members, and 20
votes are needed for passage.

But SJR E went to the Senate Adminlstration and
Rules Committee, chaired by Democratic Leader
Willlam Faust of Westland, and was never reported
out, Geake sald.

Qn July 1, Geake and chlef sponsor Ed Freder-
Icks, R-Holland, offered a discharge petltion to
force Faust's committee to report out SJR E. The
Senate refected the discharge petition on a 16-16 tie
vote, and SJR E is still in committee.

Supporting the discharge, and thus supporting the
constitutional amendment, were Geake; Doug
Cruce, R-Troy; Rlchard Fessler, R-Union Lake; and
Philip 0. Mastin, D-Pontiac.
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OPENINGS
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for qualitiod students
1020 E. Square Lake Road
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Contact: Donna Pas, Director of Admissions
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Health & Racquet Club
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