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Il on upswing

Future is bright for Pioneers

volleyball

ataft writer
HE SECOND OF three stages
. Oakland T ly volley-
ball team to the top of the
Conference soon will .unfold as Bob
Hurdle readies his young squad for his
head coach.

The Ploneers, 13-13 last year, will
lor on the roster. Hurdle's Inexperi-
enced squad flnished the 1982 league
seventh in the conference tournament.
He's hoplng the youngsters will contin-
bona flde contender the followlng year,

“We hope to move up this year,” Huc-
we had a great recruiting year,”

The top recruit, according to Hurdle,
Dawn Winkler. The 5-foot-8 hitter is a
player Hurdie belleves can contribute

By Jim Hughes

geared toward liftlng the
Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic
second season as he
cater the new campaign without a sen-
scason with a 3-5 record, and placed
ue to jell this season, and become a
dle sald. “We didn't lose anybody, and
Is Bloomfleld Hills Lahser graduate
from the start of the season.

“SHE HAS AN excellent chance of
stepplng right in and starting,” safd the
former Andover coach, who was lald
off from his teaching poslition last
spring and resigned from his coaching
duties, “She is a great defensive player.
She plays the game exceptionally bard.
Because of that, she has a chance to
step right In.”

Two_other recruits — Sue Tacla
{rom Big Rapids and Bridget Bohnet
from Mt. Clemens — also stand a

strong chance of helplng the team con-
tend in the GLIAC, .

“Sue Tacla is a tremendous athlete,
but ahe needs help in the skill arcas,”
Hurdle said. “As far as the advanced
skills, she has to work on these, but 1
think she will be a good player.

“Bridget Bohnet will probably be a

» developmental player for us. By that, I

mean she will develop more as the sea.
son progresses. She's maklng great
progress. By her sophomore or junfor
year, she can be a great player, And
belng 6-foot-2 makes her that much
more attractive,”

IN ADDITION to the freshmen re-
cruits, Hurdle landed a pair of college
transfers, Terri Wicchert, a 6-1 middle-
blocker from Macomb Community Col-
lege, and Stacey Young, a 5-8 Andover
grad who transferred from Hillsdale,
will glve the Ploneers the depth which
cluded them last season.

“Last year we were hurting because
we did not have much depth,* Hurdle
explained. “This year, it looks like that
could be remedied, That's a positive
factor, plus, we didn't lose anybody, We
have a lot of people with valuable
game experience,”

Leading the list of returning letter
winners Is 5.8 junlor middleblocker
Erika Bauer, a Rochester High gradu-

ate who co-captained last year's unlt.
Bauer, an all-conference  honorable
mentlon, led the team In blocking and
was second on the squad with 161 kills,
She also led the team with 34 saves,
and was second In polnts scored off
serves,

Judy Jenner s another key returnce
who's proven herself as a top player.
The 5-4 sctter from Dearborn started
all 26 games last year during her fresh-
man season, Jenner’s strength Is in her
quickness and range. Hurdle believes
the compact sparkplug could be the top
defender at Oakland, and has the poten-
tial to become onc of the best setters In
the conference. .

Other returning letter winners on the
pre-season roster include Peggy Groen,
4 5.8 hitter from Rochester, Mary
Pike, a 5-8 hitter from Royal Oak, Lin-
da Sciotti, a 5-4 setter from Warren,
and Beeea Wyatt, a 5-10 middleblocker
from Royat Oak.

THE COMBINATION of cxper-

~enced players and  highly-regarded

newcombers have Hurdle optimistic
about the season, nlthough be belleves
the team still is a year away from chal-
lenglng front-runner Ferris State,
“Ferris has to be the odds-on favorite
to win it,” Hurdle sald. “They lost just
two players from last year, and they

Sound mutes Livonia’s title bid

By Morris Moouwnlc!(
special wrltor

It was truly a Sound beatlng.

Livonia Adray was ellminated from
the All-American Amateur Basebal!
Assoclatlon (AAABA) tournament
Wednesday by Adray Sound, the De-
trolt champs, 16-6, in game halted af-
ter seven Innlngs because of the 10-run
mercy rule.

Sound, comprised primaily of Uni-
verslty of Michlgan players, used short-
stop Barry Larkin's flve RBI, ‘including
a grand slam homer in the second in-
ning to advance to the next round of
play in the 16-team double-ellmination
tournament in Johnstown, Pa for play-
ers 19 and under.

‘It seemed that everything that went
1o us we'd make a mistake,’ said Livo-
nla manager Ron Helller, whose usual-
ly rellable defense committed six er-

rors.

‘But they (Sound) is the best tcam
we've played,' he added. ‘I'm not im-
pressed with thelr pltehing as much as
Iam with their hitting,

‘Larkln is a major league prospect.
He hits well and runs well.’

LARKIN, A native of Cincinnatl,
Ohio and starter for Michigan In the re-
cent College World Series, keyed the
six-run Sound scoring outburst In the
second.

The Detroit Adray League champl-
ons added another run In the fourth
when Mike Watters walked and later
scored on Larkin's apparent secont ho-
mer. The hard-hitting shortstop, how-
cver, fafled to touch flrst base and hls
runwas disallowed.

Livonla bounced back in the bottom
of the fourth when starting pitcher Joe
Taraskavage slammed 2 two-run ho-
mer, his third In three days, Teammate
Randy Baringer followed with a three-
run double, scoring Jim St. John, Pete
Rase and John DePillo.

Sound added another run in the top of
the fifth on a two-run, two-out double
by Tony DeMarti to make it 7-5.

Livonla gained a run back in the bot-
tom half of the innlng when Mike Mac-
Donald singled, Rose walked and John

1
%

Judge reached base safely on an error.

Sound, which pounded out 13 hits, put
the game away with five runs in the
sixth followed by three more In the sev-
enth.

Taraskavage, bound for the Unlver-
sity of Detroit this fall, worked six inn-
ings before giving way to Mike Wilkins
and Rick Rozman, bath whom will be
high school seniors, Taraskavage suf-
fered the loss,

Joe Slavik, who relieved Sound start-
er Al Gainer, was the winning pitcher.

THE LIVONIA Collegiate Bascball
League (LCBL) regular season, league
playoff and AAABA reglonal champs,
flnished the year at 31-6.1.

were a reglonal finallst in Divislon 11,

“It’s hard to say where we come In. I
hate to make predictions, but I feel we
could be pretty close. The teams in
Spots two through seven are pretty
competitlve, and we could finish any-
wheve In there. If we finish twg, three
or four, that means the kids have to
mature qulckly, and we have to stay
away from injuries.

“Remember, we don't have any
senlors, and that (having experienced
senlors) helps. If the conditions are
right — If the kids grow like they can
— there's no reason we can't be No. 2.”

Hurdle, along with assistant coach
Fred Giltrow, believe the offense
they've implemented at OU could be
one of the best In the league — gecond
only to Ferris,

“WE'RE GOING to have one of the
two most potent attacks in the league,”
Hurdie safd.

“It's a quick offense,” Giltrow ex-
plained. "It’s one that cllcks and we can
run it all the time. Looking at the com-
petition from last year, we're the only
team — other than Ferrls — that runs
the quick plays.”

Hurdle's optimistic approach to the
season has rubbed off on hls team. The
Ploneers no Jonger are willlng to ae-
cept the fact that they are a team
which can be beaten,

“This team is really bungry,” Hurdle
said. *They're young, but they're start-
ing to belleve they can play with peo-
ple. We're looking for aubstantial
growth. This year you should sce sub-

stantial growth.

“I'd be a fool to think we won't be
successful in the next couple of years.
We can be successful. I wouldn't be
here if I dldn't think so,”
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