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Cliches triumph
in ‘Mr. Mom’

. When automotive englneer Jack Butler (Michael Keaton) is “fur-
loughed” by his Dettolt auto company employer, he becomes a
househusband. While his wife Caroling (Teri Garr) goey to work, he
Tooks after their home and three childen (What — no dog?).

That's the gist of “Mr. Mom" (PG). The situation Is contempo-
rary, but that's the only thing about this movle that is. Neither the
slapatick routlnes nor the attitudes toward male-female roles dis-
play any enlightenment or orlginallty.

Predictably, most of the comedy arises from Jack's ineptness
arourd the house. He may be a whiz englneer, but he can't cope
with a washing machine or a vacuum, not to mention three actlve
children. Jack and the kids approach household tasks with the deft
touch of a tornado as they destroy everything in sight. They do the
same for the local supermarket where they shop.

Carollne, meanwhlle, leapfrogs ahead in her career. She be-
comes an Important advertising agency exceutlve after only one
day on the job. (Isn't this what happens to every woman who goes
back to work after being a homemaker for many years?) Credibltl-
ty Is not “Mr, Mom's” strong polnt, and contrary to what one might
expect, the filmmakers’ attitudes are stili Neanderthal with re-
gard to women.

CAROLINE SHOOTS to the top because her boss is an ex-boy-
Iriend who is still interested In her ~ 5o much for succeeding by
virtue of merlt.

Notice also that none of the other women in the film, Carollne’s
friends and nelghbors, work. They watch the daytime soaps; they
play cards; and for a night out, they go to a club that features
seml-nude male dancers,

Among these non-working wives Is a divorcee who, presumably,
llves off allmony checks, She is further stereotyped as a scheming
female.who lusts after Jack.

‘The setting for these goings-on is Detrolt, but you'd never know
it except for a quick shot of the Renaissance Center. From the
scenes in this movle, you might think Detroit was a WASP strong-
hold where mlddle-class whites llve In cute, cluttered houses sur-
rounded by white pleket fences. Nowhere in Jack's or Caroline's
outings — at school, office, supermarket, bar — do they ever en-
counter any blacks or other minorities. The onc exception is a brief
scene at the beginning when Jack Is talking to some assembly line
workers,

Ultimately, “Mr. Mom" 18 a mavic that’s more realistic about
products than about people or places. One might almost suspect
the filmmakers' acting as shills for a particular brand of coffec, a
pizzeria and a whole ilneup of Jaundry products. Jack even Informs
ils that he redecorated thelr bedroom with the “safari® colleetion
{rom Sears,

If you llke movies that rescmble television programs, you'll like
“Mr. Mom.” It has all those commerclals.
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® TV DOCUMENTARY

"“Two Hours 1o Freedom,” a docy.
mentary about a Soviet Jewish family
who emigrated from the Soviet Unlon
after severe persecution and settled
In the Detrolt area, will be shown at
2:30 pm. Saturday on CBET-TV,
Channel 9. The haif-hour production
was filmed last summer by Handle-
man Fllmworks of Blrmingham. Phil-
ip Handieman, who produced and di-
vected “Two Hours to Freedom,” pre-
viously was executlve producer of
“Medal of Honor Rag,” telecast na-
tionally on PBS' “American Play-
house."

® AT ARCHIBALD'S

Aprll 27, Season subscriptions and
group rates are available by calling

the box office at 642-1326.

® MUSEUM THEATER

“The Man from Home,” o New
York stage hit from the turn of the
century, is being presented through
Sept. 10 by the Greenfleld Village
Players at Henry Ford Museum The-
ater at Greenfield Village in Dear-
born. Performances are at 8:30 p.m.
Fridays-Saturdays. All seated are re-
served, Tickets at $4.75 each are
available dally 9 am. to 5 p.m. at the
entrance to Greenfleld Vitlage or at
the Muscum Theater box office one
hour before cach £

A
of dinner in

Larry Nozero s the
opening Aug. 30 at Archibald's fn Bir-
mingham, where he will play through
Oct. 1. Showtime will be § p,m. to 1:30
a.m. Nozero also will be featured at
the Montreux-Detrolt Jazz Festival,
playlng 9:30-10:30 p.m. Sept. 3 at the
Pyramid in Hart Plaza and with the
Mixed Bag and jazz saxophonist Stan
gcl.z at 8 p.m. Scpt. 4 at the Music

all,

® SECOND SEASON

Actors Alllance Theatre Company
will open its second season Oct. 7 with
the Michigan premiere of Paula
Clzmar's “Madonna of the Powder
Room.” The professional company in
residence at Lycee Internatlonal In
South staged all its prod
last season for theater-In-the-round.
This season shows will be presented
on an adaptable arena stage. Mol-
lere's “Scapln” wlll open Nov. 18, fol.
lowed by Tom Eyen's “Why Hanna'’s
Sklrt Won't Stay Down,” apening Feb.
3. Nocl Coward's comedy “Fatlen An-
gels™ opens March 16. For the final
productlon of the season, Jeff Nahan,
artistic director, is sceklng a new
serlpt to present as a world premiere

the muscum’s Heritage Hall and the-
ater tickets also is available, For ad-
ditlonal information and reservatlons
call 271-1620, Ext. 415,

® ANNIVERSARY SHOW

The Motown 25th Annlversary
show, starring the Temptatlons, the
Four Tops and Mary Wells, wlll be
presented at 7:30 pm. Saturday at
Cobo Theatre in Detroit. Tickets arc
$15, $12.50 and $10. Def Leppard,
with special guest Krokus, will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 30-31 at the
Joe Louls Arena in Detroit. Tickets
are $11 and $10. This concert Is res.
cheduled from June 15186, Tickets for
June 15 will be honored Aug, 30, June
16 tckets will be honored Aug. 31.
Both the Motown and Cobo Theatre
concerts are presented by Brass Ring.
For ticket informatlon, call 567-6000,

@ BIG BAND

The Metro-West Big Band will play
for dancing and listening from 8:30-11
pan. Friday at the Garden City Park
Pavllion, Merrlman and Cherry Hill
roads, The event Is open to the publle
without charge.

1 per person

OPEN SUNDAYS
5 p.m. to 10 p.m.

852-34.10

Monday & Tuesday Nights
INFLATION FIGHTERS
s

7.9
Featuring Petite FROG LEGS
(all you can eat), cheese crock and crackers,
Soup, Salad, French Fries, Rolls & Butter.

Serving complete dinners from
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SHOWCASE -
OF BANDS

An Opportunity o see & hear 3 vaciety of bands ideal
for weddings, dinner dances & special occasions

available for funcrions anywheee in the Metro Derroit

Tuesday, Auguse 23, 1943
Refreshments 7.00 P.M. No admission chatge

3315 AUBURN ROAD "ROMA’S OF BLOOMFIELD
Betweon Adams & Qpdyko Roads . 2101 S. Telegraph®
Open for Lunch at 11a.m. Mon. thry Fri, . 332-9237

Sat. 5-12, Sun 5-10 p.m,
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SEAFOOD § e |
‘ 353-8144

Not valld for partiesy
over 8 or in confunc
tion with other coupony
or offers. ]
Bt 3 or more dine, dis-ff
J count applies to least ex-§
1 pensive meal, 1
+ Salad Bar Only Is con-
sidered anEntree &

ALL SUMMER

) Every Monday evening
Enjoy Fresh Lake White Fish, Chilled Soup
and Potato Du Jour.
#14"® per couple
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Woodward st Long Lake « Bloomfield Hills + 642-0100
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TUESDAY  Frepel
ULbDA‘ LIVE‘R“OMQNS

WEDKESDAY seacwern 10

MONEY DIPT FRIED CHICAEN 3395 f§
VEAL PARMIGIANA DINNER 350

. THUHSDAV SAUISBURY S'iA!‘( DINNER 1%
UvER & ONONS
FR!DAV BATTER DIP'T FISH & CHIPS

DATTER DIP'S FROG LLGS &
CHIsS

GROUND SIRLOINDINNER 275

SAUSBURY
HONEY DIP'T FRIED CHICKEN

SATURDAY
SUNDAY

POTATO
SKINS
« 18LATTER O

Wilh tomate
8acho chipy

{TURKEY POCKET
JVith Jack cheeae

APASORITE PLACE POX FOOD & FRIENDS

PLYMOUTH & LEVAN - LIVONIA
Mon.-Thurs, 8 am-11 pm; Sun. 7 am-2 pm Open 24
hours Fri. & Sal.
34410 FORD RD, - WESTLAND
{Acroes lrom Coliseum Rscquel Club) Mon.-Thurs. 7
Ame11 P Sun. T am-8 pev; 7 am-Midnight Fri & Sat.
, 728-1303 7,
10 MILE AND MEADOWBROOK - NOV] .}
(A &P Conter) Mon.-Thurs. and Bat.7 am-8 pm; Frl.? 7
am-10 p; 8un. 7 am-§ pm
TOWER 14 BUILDING - SOUTHFIELD
[corner of loen Hwy. & 2L, Hisdeon Drive) .
L, 7 am-8 pm Closed Sat, & 8un, NO
Entertainmant or Metro Coupons 552

EUREKA & I-75 TAYLOR
W O,
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Actoss from Gibraiter Trade Cte.
um-u..fn-nmmn-\-tmm




