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By Sharon Dargay
statf wrlter

Teacher Paul Schimmick uses words
like “speclal” and “outstanding* to de-
scribe former high school deaf student
Dawn Bradley,

Her grandmother,
ley, prefers
“motivated.”

And Phyllls Harrison, ‘Washington
D.C. office manager for Sen, Donald
Riegle, D-Mich,, calls Bradley “compe-
tent and dependable.

But the 18-year-old West Bloomficld
woman shrugs off compliments with a
blush, crediting the *the good schools
here” for her academlc success,

“They were willlng to start a pro-
gram for me at Andaver High Schoal,
even though I was the only deaf stu-
dent,” Bradley sald. “The last year In
school they gave me interpreters for
every class. That enabled me to take
three advanced classes,

“And this area [s more high-achiev-
Ing. When you grow up in a place like
West Bloomfield where everyone Is
highly movitvated — that can make a
difference.*

BRADLEY, WHO LOST her hearing
“overnlght” at age § during a bout with
splnal meningitls, was selected by Rie-
gle's afflce to work as a legislative in-
tern this summer, Communicating by
lip-reading and sign language, Bradley
spent clght weeks wlth slx other interns
composing briefings on everything
from the MX Missle to eapita) punlsh-

Margaret Brand-
“determlned” and
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‘M’alnslreaming Ian’t the answer for
everyone. It worked in my case,
although I felt isolated at times.’

~— Dawn Bradley
deaf graduate

semester for fun,” she sajid. *I had to
have an interpreter. At Gallaudet the
teachers slgn, andI can take my own
notu;. 1 'was spolled, and I had to read.

mhthaugh an_all-deal school may
seem limiting, Bradley insists it helps
prepare disabled students to function in
the hearing world by bolstering self-es.
teem, tid and

*

ment, sorting mall, writing memos and
working as offlce “gopher.”

“He's on the subcommittec for Labor
and Human Resources and probably
was mare receptive to having a deafl
person In his office,” Bradley sald of
Rlegle.

But Harrison sald she considered
Bradley, the senator’s first deaf Intern,
because of “college grades and test
scores.” .

“There's no question she was an ex-
cellent student. She worked out very

+ well,” Harrison satd.

Bradley worked with legislative
aides on research, Harrlson added.

“There wasn't a lot of public contact,
I can write well, so I wrote a lot of
bricflngs,” Bradley sald. “But I llke
working with people.”

WITH AN EYE toward publlc ad-
ministration and public relatlons,
Bradley is working her way toward a
bachelor’s degree In English and soclol-
ogy at Gallaudet College, Washington,

.C.

She was amoang the top 10 of the 1982
gradvallng class at Lahser High

School, Bloomfleld Hills. An Illinois na-
«tive, she moved to West Bloomfield in
seventh grade, attended West Hills Jun.
lor High and Andover High School be-
fore switching to the district's program
for the hearing impaired at Lahser, She
attended some classes for the deaf and
was “mainstreamed” Into the general
student population,
“Mainstreaming isn't the annswer for
everyone. It worked in my case, al-
+though I felt solated at times,” Brad-
ley £ald, “Because I'm not a hearing
m:son, 1 didn't always fee! a part of

ES.
“I managed because I could read
lips. But I fee) more comfortable in the
deaf culture.”

THAT'S PARTLY WHY she chose
Gallaudet College, one of a handful of
schools for the deal natlonwide, Al-
though she was accepted by both Michl-
gan State Unlversity and Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C., she de-
clded an all-deaf college would provide
more oppartunities for soclalizing with
ather hearing-disabled students.

“I took one class at Georgetown last

Stiffer laws aid the quest of dis

handicapped persons to deal with physical barrlers on cam-

pus, she sald.

Oakland University Identifted 15 handlcapped students —

“Mainstreaming™ in high school, and tougher laws favor-
Ing the handicapped, have encouraged more disabled stu-
dents to attend college,

Many handicapped choose regular 2- and 4-year programs
aver “speclalized” schools. And they're going after degrees
in technological fields ~ such as computer programming —
In addition to traditional teaching and social work ficlds,
“There’s no question that more are d

Including an autistic man — last year. The actual number of
disabled persons may be much higher, however, because stu-
dents are not required to Idently themselves as handi-
capped.

Federal and state leglslation mandating malnstreaming
also forced public schools to provide programs for disabled

Barbara Murphy, office of cqual opportunlty, Oakland Unl-
versity, Rochester. “There are a lot of reasons why.

“One Is the advances in medical technology that have al-
lowed acefdent and disease victims, who n the past might
bave died, to functlon,

“And In 1963 there was a Rubella epidemic,” she added.
“Those students who were barn blind and deaf 20 years ago
are attending college now. There are a lot of those with

college,” said ¥

I'5 who might otherwise attend only special institu-
tions, Spectal educatlon puplls enrolled in classes with non-
dlsabled peers are more likely to attend regular colleges
than those who spend elementary through high schoo) years
In self-contalned classrooms or programs for the handl-
capped, she said.

“They're coming into college with better academtc prepa-
ration slmply because they've been mainstreamed.”

among peers. And teachers at Gallau-
det may expect more from thelr deaf
pupils than would a professor at a reg.
ular university, she said.

AN “A" STUDENT, Bradley was
head writer for the campus newspaper
last year and worked as a counselor for
Youth Leadership Camp, a Minnesota
summer camp for the deaf. This fall,
she'll serve as an assistant to the presi-
dent of student government.

“My family never let me st around
and feel sorry for myself,” she re-
called. *“They alwaya expected a lot
from me. Deaf people could learn more
in school, but people don't expect
enough (rom them,”

Her grandmother remembers Brad-
ley “crawling her way up the stalrs,”
her equiltbrium faulty and strength
weakened by spinal meningltis, on her
first day out of the hospltal.

“That's one determined gir),” the
grandmother sald. “She said, ‘if I can't
walk I'll crawl' She did it herself,
There was no end to It.*

Schimmick, who coordinates
Lahser’s hearing-impalred program,
described Bradley as an outstanding
student.

learning disabled and provide additional services for blind
and deaf students.

The law, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, was enact-
ed in 1973, but didn't go into effect until the late 1970s.

“Any college recelving federal funds is covercd by the
act,” Murphy sald. “There’s a circular effect in that the more
handicapped students enrolled in a college, the more ser-
vlees it tends to provide.

“But there's not a lot of specificlty about services in the
aw.”

Who pays for addltional services — the college, student or
federal government — Is a “crucial” Issue among disabled
students today, Murphy sald.

THE QUESTION IS being fought In Texas, Illinols and
New Jersey courtrooms, as well as In several other states,
*“It's certainly an issue because Vi il

Dawn Bradley, a deat
field Hills Lahser,
who helped her through high
college in Washington,
tern for state Sen, Donald Riogle this summer,

abled students

GARY CASKEY/atatt photographer
student who graduated from Bloom-
glives the “I Love You" sign to evaryone
school, Bradley how attends
D.C., and worked as a fegisiative in-

office or advocate for handicapped students, few seck feder-
al grants.

“We recently got a grant for handicapped studénts which
we'll use to get print enlargers. The only other college I
know of that has sought a grant is Delta College, They used it
to put a handb together on students for
teachers. That's something we're also doing.”

BERGGRUEN AGREES that federal laws have opened
college doors to handicapped persons over the past few
years, although OCC “tends to go overboard,” she said.

The wheelchair-bound receive keys to unlock parking
gales and elevators, deaf students may use interpreters and
note-takers, the blind may take tests orally, and learning
disabled students may take advantage of learning centers
and tutors. The college foots the bill for such services.

“The University of Ilinols sent us a quadriplegic to study

multiple disabilities who are becoming college age,

AN FED

ERAL LEGISLATION, requiring colleges to “provide
an equally effective educatlon” for disabled students, have
forced make buld! mot

TECHNOLOGICAL -IMPROVEMENTS in

prosthetics and other equipment also have made It easler for

-bound, make

o to the
program changes for the

(a state agency), has recelved fewer federal dollars,” Mur-
phy sald, ' '

And colleges are dealing with tawer federal dollars, s '

Sylvia Berggruen, college nurse 'at Oakland Community capped persons who
College, said that although most campuses today include an  she sald.

here, because they knew about our programs. 1
was quite pleased.” .

The office of handicapped services assisted appraximately
90 disabled students last year, but the number of ha
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ATTENTION:The 1993 Harrison yearbook
will be distributed on Tuesday, August 23 between
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. in Harrison's auxiliary gym.

MARK BARTRAM of Farmington Hills
bas been named to the dean's list for the spring
semester at Henry Ford Community College, To be
cligible, a atudent must attend HFCC full time and
malntaln at least a 3,25 grade polnt average.

WEIGHT WATCHERS begins a new
chapter in conjunction with Botsford Hospital Sept.
6. The sessions run 4:30-5:30 p.m, Tuesdays [n the
hospital's administration and education center,
28050 Grand River. For information, call the cen-
ter’s department of health, promotion and develop-
ment, 471-3090, weekdays between B8 am. and 5
pm. .

FRANK GILLIS, son of Douglas A. Gillls of
Farmington Hills and Rhodena GHlls of Wyandotte,
has entered the U.S. Alr Force's Delayed Enllst-
ment Program. He will enter the regular Alr Force
on Nov. 2, Following graduation from the six-week
basic tralning course at Lackland Afr Foree Base,
Texas, he will recelve technical tralning in the gen-
cral aptitude area and be assigned to an Alr Force
duty station.

MARK DAVID FERREIRA and Michacl
Blackman of Farmington Hills spent two weeks at
the Institute at Northern Michigan University using
thelr skills in mathematlcs and visual arts. They
attended Lntensive scssions in math and visual arts.
They went on fleld trips, took part in special proj-
ects and have had Interaction with community and
political leaders. They were recommended by local
high school personnel, coordinated through inter.
medlate school districts.

YOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to an-
swer telephones and record pledges during the 1983
Jerry Lewls Labor Day Telethon for Muscular Dyn-
trophy, Sept. 4-5. Those wishing to help either on
phones or in a clerical capacity, may register by
calllng the Muscular Dystrophy office at $99-8800.

JAMES FREDERICK MITCHELL,son
of Mr, and Mrs, James A. Mitchell of Farmington
Hills, graduated from the University of Chicago. He
recelved a bachelor of m)a degrea with ha nuj:ll; 3

‘ C&ES i

Itator for a conference on “Aglng Education/Aging
Network" held last week in Petoskey,

DURING SEPTEMBER area residents
will have the opportunity to vle: a photo emxhl‘l;llt
1 e

) scenes, and progi
nine Oakland County parks. Many of the color
prints are photo contest prize winners, and all rep-
resent various recreational opportunities offered in
the Oakland County parks, The display can be scen
Aug. 29-Sept. 8 at the Troy Hilton, 1445 Stephenson
Highway off 1-75 at 15 Mile; Sept. 919 at the Pru-
dentlal Town Center, 4000 Town Center Drive,
Southfield; Sept, 1219 at the Great Oaks Mall, 1270
Walton, Rochester; Sept. 26-30 at the Pontlac
YWCA, 269 West Huron, Pontiac; and Sept. 28 at
the Pontlac Silverdome for the Carcer Expo ‘83, All
residents are invited to view the free display. For
more information about the display or the Oakland
County parks, call 858-0309.

THE DIVISION OF Public Works' Sign
Shop Is asking for the cooperation of the residents
of the City of Farmington Hills in reporting any
damage or loss of regulatory signs such as street,
stop and directional. The replacement of these
slgns is an expensive item which ultimately has to
be accounted for by the local property owners. The
City of Farmington Hilis D.P.W. Sign Shop person-
nel have sald that there has been in increase In the
past years of stolen or severely damaged signs.
‘This could, however, be reduced with the coopera-
tlon of property owners. The Sign Shop has begun
applying stickers to the backalde of local signs with
a warning of a $100 flne and/or 90 days In Jail for
tampering with or destroying public property. If
vesldents have any information about damage to N
signs or barricades or if a resident would like a sign
or barricade picked up, contact the Division of Pub-
llc Works, ¢ a.1m. to 8 p.m. at 553-8580.

HAS YOUR CHILD been immunized? In
compliance with state and county health require-
ments, every student will have o have one of the
foll g: & signed form showing the completion of

He s a gr of Hi
Schoal.

ERIC J. KRAMP, Terrence J. McDonald,
John R. Anstett, Deniss T. Monforton and Leslie A,

Swider, all of Farmington Hills, have been admit- .
ted to Qakland

for the fall

required Immunization or a algned Lmmuniza
form Indicating a walver for rellgious purposes,
Students will not ba permitted to attend school une
less one of these forms is on flle in the school. A
{ree imniunization clinic is provided by the Qak-
land County Health Department at the 10 Mile
C y School on the second Wednesday of

tlon

KATHLEEN NEEDHAM of Farmington
chalrwoman of the geroatology department
at Madonna College, was a speaker as well as facil-

every other month (Aug., Oct., Dec., Feb., April and

June) 8:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. Parents must accompany .
students under 18 years of age. Bring letters

recelved from school regarding needed immunlza.

tion and any immunization records you have,

TR

Sale 9.99 to 16.99. Treat your home o a touch of {uxury with these rich-
looking, colorfut Pillows of California..now at grond savings. Select from two
cotton velveteen styles: square with ruffled Him, reg. 520, sale 15.99,
Knife-adge design, reg. $13, sale 9.99. Both in naturdl, seq mist, dusty rose.
teal or gray. Or choose our plush valvet pilow with angled piping trim, reg.
522, sale 16.99. in glorious colors of: natural, bottie green, rose, dark blue,

melon and burgundy. 1980." In Dacorative Pillows, all
* Total units ot ofl Hudson's stores listed Sale onds August 31

—
‘la' ORDER BY PHONE: 24 houts a day. 7 days a week
in Metro Detroit. call 569-2454. Elsewhere, order toll-free 1.800-233-2000

stores but Lansing.
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