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Hobbies that turn a prbfit

at the local craft shows
are backed with pride,
devotion, organization

8y Loralne McClish
stalf writer *

Organizations which stage arts and
craft shows are lining up artisans now
1o put their work up for the shoppers
who will be out in number searching
for a one-of-a-kind item,

Crafters are buying spaces for their
booths and readying their inventory
while the organizers have started jury-
Ing and letting out contracts in prepa-
ratlons for the Christmas gift buying
crowd who will be vislting the shows
from mid-October through mid-Decem-
ber,

After attending these shows as a
shopper, Roxann Eatharne is sure that
any number of crafters go home won-
dering how they can turn their own
hobby or craft Into a profitable small
business,

“A craft business ls like any other
buslness venture, It demands drive,
pride in the quality of your work, devo-
tlon and some business skills,”
Eathorne sald,

‘The longtime seller of crafts who has
taken on the fob of coordinating Our
Lady of Mercy High School's fall arts
and crafts shows, passes along some
advice for the crafter who would like to
turn a profit this fall.

" EATHORNE HAS three questions
. for the flrst-time seller.
« Do you honestly fee] that your craft
vof, art Is of the best possible quality.
Q‘Mk u_uprpduu&'lli;e K .
p bave'the to keep up the
quality of your craft if you are continu-
ally selling at shown?
Do you have the necessary business
skills to malntaln accurate records?
“You have to be able to answer yes
. to al! three questions before you should
conslder selling,” she sald, “Then begin
by setting up and keeplng accurate
business records,”

On the bustness end of the new ven-
ture, Eathorne suggests that all re-
celpts and saleslips for materials pur-

to produce the craft should he
saved. The new should

i

‘You do not want to over extend
Yyourself by entering too many shows
because you want to gain a good
reputation with the buying public and
promoters concerning the quality of
your work. 1 firmly believe that quality
arts or crafts cannot be mass

produced.’

— Roxann Eathorne

should be made before selling at any

craft show. And I might add that many

promotors and sponsoring groups are

now requesting that thelr craftpersons

have a valid Michigan Sales Tax Li-

cense. That license may allow you to
in

“As a beginning craftsperson, 1
would only select three craft shows
during any one season, You do not want
to over extend yourself by entering too
many shows because you want to gailn
a good reputation with the buylng pub-

recclve some
sald.

supply companles,” she

ARTS AND CRAFTS shows can be
found In at least three ways,

Newspapera have a classtiled sectlon
excluslvely for advertising the shows.
Or the shows might appear in the paper
in a calendar of events, or a small scp-
arate article,

Another way to find shows is by talk-
ing to local craftspecple. Eathorne says
that they are usually “raore than will-
about their eraft and the ex-
they’ve had {n ono show:or

i -another.” L~

The third way to find future shows fs

to contact Michigan Council for the

Arts and ask for its calendar that lists

many, but by 1o means all, of the

shows schieduled for the state in a glven
year.

‘The shows come under two categor-
ies; juried and non-juried,

“In a juried show, you will usually be
asked to submit pictures or slides of
your craft, Professtonal pictures are
not needed but try to send pictures
which show the detail of your work,"

contact a bank to examine the conven-
ience of accepting major credlt cards,
and have business cards printed to be
picked up by potential buyera at the
shows, Sales books are also a must.

“All of these business conalderations

sald. “Other juried shows ask
you to come'in person with your craft.

“The non-juricd shows accept your
craft with jurylng, but they usually
have some guldelines concerning the
ml:re of the crafts that they will ac-
cep

owtime e
tor about 60

Ready for the show |
Showtime I 9 toight and tomorrow. in Kerdaliwood Swim Glub’
wimmers who have besn

licand the quall-
ty of your work.

“I firmly believe that quallty arts or
crafts cannot be mass produced,” she
said,

IF THE CONTACT between the
sponsoring group and the crafter Is
only by phone, the promoters wllt prob-
ably ask a few questions to find out if
the craft offcred fits n with thelr Ideas
of what that show should contain, -

“If you want-a contfact, now s the
time .to ask for ope,” Eathorne sald,
“And this is also the time to ask how
many exhlbitors will be in the show;
types of publicity that show uses; and
how many people went through thelr
last show.

“When you receive the contract and
the accompanying caver letter,. you
will find that it Is quite specific with
date, set-up time, location, admisslon
charge. If you have asked for electrici-
ty, for example, make sure that Is
spelled out In the contract.

“Keep all of these notes. Keep all of
the notes you've taken on every show
you've contacted or worked in.

“And usuelly, within the contract,
there will be some indication en when
you can expect a notification of accept.
ance,” she satd.

AFTER RECEIVING acceptance,
concern should turn to the crafter’s set-
up and table display.

In this matter,” Eathorne says, “I

would suggest setting up your display
as early as possible to avold the chaos
connected with setting up in any craft
show.

“Please remember that in most
shows you are expected to carry In
your own erafts, Use containers that
are light welght or have a very strong
partner to assist you. Your table dis-
play shauld reflect good taste and your
own personallty. .

“At a minimum, all shows require a
table cover which reaches close to the
floor. Never have your table cover
completely to the floor bécause if
someone should step on It, you could
1oose your entire inventory" she sald,

“I would also suggest a table display
of varying heights In order to catch the
attentlon of the buying publlc. You may
want to use shelves which can be at-

tached to your table by uslng clamps. I
have also seen wooden crates, painted
or unpainted, used in a very effective
display,

“Imaglnation and good taste are the
key ingredlents to any good table dls-
play,” Eathorne sald.

EATHORNE s a firm believer that
advertising the craft show is a joint re-
sponsibility for the crafter and the
sponsoring group.

“With your acceptance into a show
or soon after, you can expect to receive
advertising cards,” she said.

“These cards are sent to the
craftperson so that he or she ¢an publl-
cize the event. As a co-chairperson of
an arts and crafts show It Is very dis-
heartening to attend another craft
show and find some of your crafters
there who have not bothered to put aut

the cards that you have sent to them.”
Another suggestion for advertising is
one that Eathorne learned from the
erafters who keep guestbooks fn a
prominent spot on their display tables.

“These people encouraged those who
visit -their table to sign the guestbook
with thelr name, address and what they
are interested in purchasing,” she said.
“Such books become 2 very important
tool for advertising yourself, as well as
your future shows,

“One last suggestion Is to mimeo-
graph a list of future shows you've con-
tracted for with those dates, times and
locatlons. A potentlal costumer may
not buy today but be back for your next
show, if he or she knows where to {lnd
you,” she said.

Eathorne sums up her guidelines by
saylng, “The quallty of the craft that
you produce and your imagination are
the keys that will turn your hobby inte
4 successful eraft buslness.” -

Foster homes sought for teen
refugees from southeast Asia

They can’t be adopted, because there
is some chance that a parent may be
allve — someplace, The answer for
these tecn-age Indochinese refugees is
foster parents. The Lutheran Social
Services of Michigan Is searching for
homes for these youngsters through its
Refugee Foster Care program.

Sara Vandemark, a social worker
and a representative of Lutheran So-

Services, Is g foster homes in
the Wayne County area, Vandemark, a
former employee of Growth Works in

. Plymouth, is a Canton Township real-
t

den! .

She said, “The young people In our
program come mostly from Vietnam,
Laoca and bodia, The majority are
Vietnamese boys between the ages of

- 14and17.”

She added that they are survivors.
Many escaped from Vietoam oo emall:
boats crowded full of people with very
Little food or water, They have been at-

“"tacked by pirates and many have seen

{riends and £ die at sea, They ar-
rived .at one of the many refugee
" camps in Thalland, Hong Kong, Malay-

8ia or Indoneals, and lived there for up -

* to'.two years with very little shelter,
food, or medical assistance.

porary care ls provided under
the auspices of the United Natlons and

. tho government of the host country,

INTERVIEWING and processing for
youths destined for the United States Ls
'{'doa by tha U.8, Btate Department and

+  certaln US, voluntary agencles, ; .
' "Wheo a !nsur“:n'n is available, &
theran Immi-

. vequest is sent (o the Lu
gration and
York. Sometimes it takes two to three

months for the refugee to arrive at De-
trolt Metropolitan Airport , where they
are met by a person who speaks thelr
native tongue.

They are taken to a reception center
on Detrolt's east side where they are
prepared for the concept of placement
in a foster home. Custody notlfication
to the court, thorough medical exami-
nations, procurement of a Social Secur
ity number and processlng of a Medic-
aid application are dealt with at the re-
ception center,

They also receive an initial clothing
allowance, go on & shopplng expedition,
and recelve tutoring In English. The
program works closely with the Michl-
gan Department of Soclal Services,
through which foster care paymenta
and clothing allowances are provided.
‘The Lutheran Social Services some-
times helps bears the cost of dental and
optometric care, speclal tutoring or
paychological consultation.

VANDEMARK explained the foster
care program is a temporary arrange-
ment, It is not for parents who have
strong need for a youngster
a permanent member of the family.

Foster parents recelve’a daily rate
{for room and board, plus a semiannual
clothing allowance. .

Foster ting can be an enriching

ence for families Interested in
Indochinese culture and learning about

other ways of life. Families must be |
open-mainded ahout religlous differenc-

e"Mn:y of the ymmm Bu

idhist
or Confucian. Even the Catholic Viet.

namese bold beliefs different from
their American counterpatts. The

to become .

young peaple’s religlous views must be
respected and they must be given an
opportunlty to practice their own relig-
lous traditions. They may share their
foater family's church and church-re-
lated events, but they cannot be expoct-
ed to attend services.

Foster familles must be adaptabla
and flexible. The young refugees must
do an epormous amount of changing
and thelr foster family cannot expect
them to interact In the same manner as
their own children.

“THEY USUALLY care a great deal
about education and Jearning Engliah ls
thelr first priority,”” sald Vandemark.
She added that many have faise pre-
conceptions about the wealth and ease
of life In America.

“They are curious about the United
States, but are filled with very high ex-
pectations of American llfe, some of
which may not be realistic.”

First atep In becoming a foster care
family Is to contact a foster care case
worker from the agency. Sara Vande-
mark can be reached at 962-1581 or

Wagner operas discussed

Dr. Jack C. DuBois, will glve a series
of elght iflustrated lectures, “Wagner's
Ring Cycle,” at Somerset Mall
ning at 7:30 p.m, Monday, Sept. 12,
yutl

$79-0333. She can answer questions and
set up an appointment for a licensing
Interview.

Familles need to be licensed for fos-
ter care, This requires filling out vari-
ous forms, including medical cxams,
references and application forms, It
also involves at least two visits from a
{oster care worker (o see if the home
meets the state requirements and if the
family scems sulted for this kind of fos.
ter care.

The whole process takes about one
month.

Lutheran Social Services of Michigan
is the only agency in the Detroit area
which handles foster care for Indo-
chiness unkccompanied minors. The -
agency’s resettlement program for ref-
ugees dates back to World War If. The
Indochinese program began after the
fall of Saigon and Phnotn Penh ln 1975,
Slnce 1979, efforts have been intens). *
fied to provide resettlement opportuni-
tles for some of the half-million teen-
agers who have fled Cambodia, Laos
and Vietnam. . .

‘Wagnarian singers wil be h
tape. Talks will run 7:30-9 p.m.
questions until $:30 p.m. N

ow

ong 'agner’s
theater, bullt for the performance in
Blymth.ccmuy.lfhnyo!theﬂnal

(J

are
ed In tha mall office on
Foo of $50 for the peries Is
advance and early registration ia y

e
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