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 Destiny

URING THE MONTREUX-
DETROIT Kool Jazz Festi-
:;la, l.hu;’n one man who
. 'ws what everything's sup-
posed to sound like, cver before the
concerts begin,

‘That man is Bl Platt, roanager and
bead engineer for Destiny Sound, the
concert-sound division of Arnholdt Wil
Uams Music Inc., in Canton.

Destiny Sound Is putting together the
sohnd systems for all the concerts at
Montreux-Detrolt IV, just as it has in
g:e fmvlous three years of the jazz fes-

val,

My main job Ls for people nat to no-
tice us,” Platt sald, in his low-key man-
oer. When peaple think the sound Is
good, they aren’t concerned with what's
happening to produce It, h

"OUR PORTRAYAL is to make the
group sound the way It wants to sound.
You need a lot of sophisticated equip-
ment to overcome the acoustics prob-
lems of most bulldings,” Platt said,

In the headquarters of Destiny
Sound, adjolning the music store, he de-
scribed the first year of handling sound
for Montreux-Detroit. *It was real ex-
citing and we had some great artists.
We had a lot of new we

Sound helps make the

‘Our portrayal is to make the group
sound the way it want to sound. You
need a lot of sophisticated equipment
to overcome the acoustics problems of

most buildings.’

— Bill Piatt

manager, Destiny Sound

personally requested by each artist for
their performance. Because planos are
hard to move, groups usually ask that
these be made avallable for the con-

cert, .
Platt flipped through a sheaf of indl-
vidual contract riders. Tito Puente, the
Latin jazz ensemble, wants an accustle
and an electric plano {for Montreus-De-
trolt. "Most fazz groups and blg bands
want both,” he sald. “They like to use
electric Instruments of the new age.”
For planist Oscar Peterson, *We
have a special Bosendorfer grand pi-
ano.” This piano, rented from another
muslc store in Detrolt, has an extra
half-octave of keys on it. Most other
artists request a seven- or nine-foot
Stelnway grand plano.
Other

had to learn about.”

Oue of the blggest problems can be
bad weather at any of the outdoor con-
certs, which are generally the free
oncs. Rain in the morning can delay
setting up equipment, and If it ralns
during a concert, then equipmeat has to
be covered and the concert moved to
an indoor site.

“This year there wlll be a tarp over
the amphitheater at Hart Plaza, and
the equipment wil} be protected more,”
Platt sald. Rain sites Include the ball-
room of the Veterans Memorlal Build-
ing and the plt area at Hart Plaza, Ex-
tra cqulpment will be Installed this
year at the rain sltes,

1f a concert has to be moved, an art-
ist may be cut short occasionally, and
the concert continue with the next
group. “We try to get all the artlsts on,”
Platt sald,

Besldes handling the sound system,
Destiny Sound also provides equipment

drums and guitar and-bass amps, to be
plugged into the muslelan's own gultar,
Only if the star Is a drummer, such as
Tlto Pucnte, will he bring his own
drums.

PERCUSSION instruments such as
vibraphones, congas and timbalis are
provided by Destiny Sound. “They bring
small things themselves, We cail them
‘toys,” " he said. “We also supply muslc
stands.*

Three hours before each perform-
ance, a sound cheek is done. All the [n-
struments are tested out with the
group, and the level of the microphones
and everyone on stage is checked. This
procedure usually takes an hour,

“The sound engincer will be at the
sound cheek, and generally the artist
wlil talk to the mixer, telling htm what
he's going to do and how he wants it
portrayed,” Platt sald,

At the sound check, markings are
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placed on the floor, so that If another
group plays In between, the equipment
can be.put back where the first, artist
wants It when the group returns.

“Some big groups bring a sound engl.
peer, but mostly we do the sound mix.
fng.® Piatt said. Twelve to 32 micro-
phones are provided, and every Instru-
ment gencrally has its own mike.

FOR SOME OF the more acoustic
‘groups and big band jazz, two trumpets
might share a mike. Quleter instru-
meats, such as saxophone and flute,
might have a mike on each one.

“It all goes to a big mixing console,
where the sound mixer or engineer
tries to portray what the group is
trylng to do,” he said,

Platt, who Is an englneer, sometimes
will mix a concert for another event.
But at Montreus, where concerts take
place at elght locations at once, he
manages all the other engincers.

Amaldt Williams hlmself may go
down and tune planos, Platt sald. How-
ever, Destiny Sound provides two planc
tuners who work full-time at all the
Jazz festlval sites.

Platt sald, “It takes 45 minutes to an
hour to tune a plano. We ‘must have
about 14 dlfferent plancs down there.”

THE SOUND MIXER at the console
tries to sit back where the audience Is,
preférably in the center of the crowd.
Sometimes the festival site is so crowd-
ed the mixer must sit on the side,

Destiny Sound also has been doing
sound for the Detroit-Windsor Interna-
tional Freedom Festlval for the jast
three years and for the Grand Prix, Its
two years, “We also do many shows at
Ford Audltorium, Cobo Hall, Masonic

Bill Plalt of Destiny Sound stands in front of a
sound console. Destiny Sound h
sound systems and provides mikes, pianos, per-

$33,000

Temple and the Music Hall,” Platt said.

For two years, it did the mixing for
Renalssance Livet held outdoors at the
Westin Hotel. “We do shows inside with
local groups now,” he said.

Thirty-five persons are working on
Montreux from Destiny Sound, elght
full-time and the rest hired part-time
for the summer. '

“There are so many cvents, they
work four days a week,” he sald. “We
are doing a lot of shows. We do fairs,
city events. We did work with Quincy
Jones and Stevle Wonder last year.”

HE SAID some equipment has been

groups want they don't have.*
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rented to Meadow Brook Music Festl- O
val. “The mixing consoles that bigger .
1
Platt said he has always been a mu-
siclan. He started on trumpet and at- P l
tended sumnmer camp at Interlochen. ear S .
He studied engincering at Schoolcraft
Community Cotlege and began doing Garden
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“I got 80 busy I didn't flnish college,”
he sald. He has gone on the road with
Emerson, Lake and Palmer, the Roll-
Ing Stones, Grand Funk Rallroad and
Bob Scger, For a while, he had his own
group, Flyin' Easy, which played jazz
and pop at the Renalssance Center,

On a plane trlp, he met & man who

T him from his work at Mon-
treux-Detroit and hired him to do the
sound for the Porf Jazz Festlval, then a
16-year-old festival held in mid~July, In
Finland. “It's similar to Montreux, It's
@ slx-day festival with many locatfons,*
sald Platt, who has worked at the event
for the last two years, -

He didn't take a team with him. *1
Just went alone: I do all the advance
work by mail.”
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