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Mr. Joes moves into nationals

It’s on to Iowa for local Class A softballérs

By Marty Budner
staff writer

‘Three.has been Mr. Joes' lucky num-
ber this year.

‘The Class A softball squad sponsored
by the bar near the corner of 12 Mile
Road and Northwestern Highway fin-
ished third In a tournament hosted by
the City of Southfield carller thls sum-
mer.

A few weeks ago, Mr, Joes finlshed
third at the more prestiglous American
Softball Association's state tournament
in Qak Park.

By placing third In Oak Park, Mr.
Joes qualified for the 12-team, flve-
state Great Laokes Regional Tourna-
ment contested the weekend of Aug. 12-
14 In Stevens Point, Wis. The top three
finlshers from that tournament quali-
fied for the natlonal ASA tournament
which will be held over the Laber Day
weckend in Waterloo, Towa,

Sa, where did Mr. Jocs finish In Wis-
consin? That's right. . .in third place,

-*It's always a surprise when you do

well in a tournament because you bave
to have the right breaks” sald Mr,
Joes' coach Steve Mosshart.

“We've been fortunate that we get
good defense out of our players and
that we play well during these tourna-
ments. We dldn't think we could ever
get this far (to a national tournament)
cven though we've always thought of
ourselves as a pretty good team,

“YOU TARE one step at a time, and
with each tournament it seems to ralse
your level of abllity,” he sald. "We're
real happy 10 be going because we're a
good, sound team. It will be fun to see
what kind of competition aswaits us out
there at the nationals,”

Mr, Joes won three of ts five games
at the regional tournament. In fact, Mr.
Joes won Its flrst three gamcs which
meant they were automatically quall-
fled for third place before the final
rounds started on Sunday.

r. Jocs the 28-

fending regional p Sports
Source of Wisconsin (19-9) and Bud
Light of Wisconsin (6-3).

*We went out and partied a lttle Sat.
urday night because we knew wo were
already qualfied for the national tour-
nament,” said Mosshart. *We didn't
play very well on Sunday,”

Mr. Joes lost to Century Englneering

of Grand Blanc, 12-9, then was eliml.
nated by Sports Source, 18-12, on Sun-
day.
“We feel strongly that defense fs the
primary reason why you win games
and 1t held true this time — at least
unti} Sunday,” he sald, *We practice de-
fense. Wo lost to Century Engineering
— the team that eventuzlly won the
tournament — on six unearned runs
which Is very uncharacteristic of us.”

PITCHER DON Fradette, who at 6

feet 4 inches and 230 pounds s the
team’s biggest player, led Mr. Joes in
e

14 over the first three games, The wins
were over A.A. Boos of Toledo (3-2), de-

tourney with a hefty .641
batting average. He was also named
runner-up as the tournament's most

vaiuable mayer.

Qutflelder Bill Vandike (.625),
Mosshart (.600), the shortstop, and Jim
O'Bricn (.570) were the team’s other
top hitters in Wisconsin.

‘This Is only the second year that Mr,
Joes has been together.

Mosshart, originally from Cleveland,
moved to Southfield three years ago
and started playlng basketball in the
men’s league, It was there he met a
few athletes and discussed forming a
softball team.

“We're baslcally a young team . , .
all of us are athletes and all of us have
played various other sports,” he said.
“We felt if we could get some good ath-
letes we could adjust to any posltion on
the field.” )

Mr. Joes won the Clty of Southfleld
Parks and Recreation Men's Class A
slow-pltch softball title last season,
This summer Mosshart's team played

Hills recreation sponsors kayak racing

Looking for a new and Intercsting
way to have fun? Try wave pool kayak-
ing.

The Oakland County Parks and Rec-
reatlon Commisslon, in conjunctlon
with the Farmington Hills Parks and
Reereation Canoe and Kayak Club, is
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sponsoring a day of kayak alalam rac-
ing, Saturday, Scpt. 10, at the Oakland
County wave poo).

If you've never seen or heard about
the wave pool, it's a swimming pool
that creates its own 2%-foot waves.
‘The pool ls located on Scott Lake Road

in Waterford.

Kayakers will be able to compete In
the following events: one- and two-man
deck canoes, men’s and women's divi-
sions novice and open kayaks. These
are fun-oriented cvents. You need not
be an expert to participate.

FIRST- AND second-place awards
will be glven in each event. All compet-
itors will be given participation awards

GOBBLER™
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curtesy of Pereeptlon Kayak Inc, There
will also be two prize drawings for all
competitors, .

There will be a $5 fee assessed for
the first event, $2.50 additlonal for the
second. Partlclpants are eliglble only
for one canoe event and one kayak
event.

Spectators may watch for free.
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* Free posters! o
Free autographed pictures!
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Meet Andy Chapman at either Georgs's Soccer focation:
From 12:00-1:30
27051 Southfield Rd.
Lathrup Village

From 2:00- 3:30

3297 Rochester Rd.
Troy
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in the Novi Open League where it fin-
ished with a 13-2 record (the two losses
were by forfeit).

Mr. Joes has compiled a 28-6 overall
record thly season, Including the five
tournament games over the weckend,
Assuming they get the financlal back-
ing, Mr. Joes is now looking forward to
improving that record over the Labor
Day weekend.

“We want to represent Southfield and
the state of Mlchigan In the best possi-
ble lght,” sald Mosshart. “We're not
sure of our financial situation, If we
can put together the funds required for
a trip of this magnltude then we'll go.”

Just for the record, Mr. Joes partici-
pated in last year’s ASA men's state
softball tournament as a class B team.

And, do you know where Mosshart's
team finlshed? That's right: third,

g
Steve Mosshart
lowa bound

Mr. Joe’s players

come from

Mr. Joes softball team is composed

all areas

dette (Farmington Hllls), pitcher; Dave

primarily of players from
and F. , there are

Fullerton (F first 3 Jim
Gi le (Farmington Hills), catcher;

players from other parts of the Observ-
er & Eccentrie coverage -arcas in
‘Wayne and Oakland counties.

Following is the team's roster (by al-
phabetical order):

Jim Caverly (Southficld), third base;
Dave Collins (Southfleld); Steve Demp-
sey (Farmington Hills), outfleld; John
Fecko (Southfleld), outfleld; Don Fra-
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Brad Heetland (Farmington Hills), (n-
field; Mark Johnson (Livonia), outfield;
Pat Miracle (Redford), outfield; Steve
Mosshart (Southfield), shoristop; Jim
O'Brien {(Redford), outfield; Tim Quill
Beverly Hills), outfleld; Rlek Roy
(Southfleld), inficld; Tom Schneider
{Southfield), Infield: Bill Van Dike
(Redford), outfield.

S

- th CHILDREN'S Borgdin Town .

EXPAND
1| T1-99/4A TO 48K
OW PRICE

A’

e e e
o o 3

IBHERAL EXPANST

VE i et

-+ HONORED AT
‘YOYS A US



