' The Obseruer & Eccentric

GC(BWT,RoXF-10C)

Helsinki to Leningrad

Train links two cultures
in northeastern Europe

- Leningrad Tour by Tyain by Holi-
day Tours of America, is available
Jrom travel agencies, It is for four
days/three nights, includes trans-

We hear one of the Texans admit
loudly, “I ajn't been doln’ nothlng but
complalnin’ gince 1 left San Antonio.”
In our compartment is a rather cryptic
from San Franclsco who will

portation, first-cl

tion, full board, an Intourist guide
and Finnish tourleader; $215-235 per
person in double room; $55 sinple
supplement. Also gvailable is a Len-
ingrad & Moscow Tour by Train, or
Moscow only.

Your travel agent will help you
arrange a visa. Fill out the applica-
tion form and return it with a copy
of your passport and three identical
photos at least three weeks before
pour trip,

By Cynthla Liuska
speclal writer

Helslakl, Finland, Thls moralng my
father and I had time for a qulck bite at
Market Square by the harbor, my fa-
vorite place in Helsinkl. I ate fresh
strawberries while watching the seag-
ulls hover over the fishing boats dis-
playing their catches of the morning.

Now it Is time to leave the brightly
colored flower stands and red rooftops
of Helsinki behind, because we will
take the Leningrad Express cast into
an unfamillar world.

‘The train will take us 27 miles on an
eight-hour journey. We will stay two
days in Lenlngrad and return by traln.
Besides being a convenlent and Inex-
pensive side trip from Finland, the
train lets you gradually move from
‘west to east, highllghting the differenc
€3 between cultures and giving you a
sense of traveling through time.

Depending on your expectations, the
train ride can be filled with espionage
and fantasy or It can scrve as a classle
l;ﬂroducﬂon to the ways of Soviet Rus-
sla.

‘THE TRAIN. The first thing I notice
about the train is the hammer and sic-
kle emblem on cach car, We are greet-
ed by our Finnlsh tourleader Helga (she
speaks Finnlsh, English and Russian)
who gives us our compartment assign-
ments,

Six people are in each compartment
which consists of two roomy padded
benches facing each other, twe fold-out
sleeping benches abave, a little table
by the window and an overhcad lug-
gage rack.

The railway we will travel on was
bullt when Finland was under Russtan
rule in the early 1800s. It connccted the
newly appolnted capital of Finland,
Helsinkl, with what was then St. Pet-
ersburg (now Lenlngrad). We will trav-
¢l down the Karelian Isthmus, lost by
Finland to Russia In the last of the 42
wars the countries have fought against
cach other.

At noon we begln to roll out of the
station and Helga tells us that we must
declare all money, jewelry and other
valuables for comparlson when we
leave the Soviet Union. She also gives
us a two-page guide on train protocol,
Among other things, it tells us that the
tollets will be closed for two hours at
the Russian border,

At we pander the aignificance of this
and help each other fill out the custorns
declarations forms, we become qulckly
acquainted. There are many personatl-
ties and reglons represented in this 45-
person Ameriean tour group.

fced our fantasles of esplonage and
danger with labor camp tales.

OUTSIDE, THE endless Finnlsh fir
trees rush by. They look proud agalnst
the cool blue sky. Here and there we
slow down or stop at idyllic lttle sta-
tlons with neat yellow bulldings and big
shady trees.

The scencry does not hold our atten-
tion, however. There is tension In the
air and we fInd ourselves exchanging
quips about Peter Lorre, Sydney
Greenstreet, trencheoats and guns.

We laugh nerveusly at “ghost sto-
ries” about spics and labor camps told
softly over the rythmic clicking of the
wheels, Now and then someone looks
around the comer into the alsleway.
My glance follows, but the passengers
are only armed with pop and beer. Our
tour leader wiil bring us boxed picnic
lunches at 2, but we decide to explore
the dining car,

After making our way through the
swaying alsles and what seems like 50
doors, we find people scated at black
formlca tables, drinking and laughlng.
Here you can order coffce, beer and
pop ($1-§1.75), champagne (39 a battle),
and caviar ($3.25) to eat there or take
to your compartment,

I ask for pop and am surprised to get
a bottle with a famlttar blue and white
logo . . . Russian Pepsl-Cola.

Back in the compartment, my new
'friends’ tell me to sample the Russlan
beer. 1 moke a face. It Is watery and
tastes llke vinegar. Helga brings us our
pienie lunch which is quite good but
hard to balance on your knees. There is
chicken and salad and some people
stash away the bread and jam for later.

At 3 p.m. [t is time for Flanish cus-
toms and passport control. A polite
Finn collects our passports, then we
are"free to get 2 snack at the Finnish
station of Vainikkala.

BACK ON the traln, we are soon ap-
proaching the Russian barder town of
Vyborg. A storm has been bullding up
and the sky is darkentng. Our attention
1s diverted from the window to the Rus-
sian border guards in unlforms and
high black boots approaching down the
alsleway.

“Get up please,” one tells us. Two
guards come to cach compartment and
look under benches, flip through maga-
zines and books, spot-check luggage,
check under fioors, cellings, ralse and
lower window blinds. We are lined up
in the alsle outside our compartment.

They motion us back into the com-
partment. Our visas were giventous a
few minutces ago and a passenger in our
compartment accidentally recelved an-
other man's photo on his visa, We are
all sltting rigidly, eyes avetted.

The guard looks at the visa, the man,
the visa again, talks to his comrade in,
Russian and shuts the door to our com-
partment. We walt. No one tries to

t. “I wonder If we are being

,” someone says, There is a long

sllence. “Will sameone crack and make

a break for it to the woods?" someone
else adds, laughing.

-Thirty minutes pass, then we are al-

lowed off the train to exchange our

Ypsilanti honors past
at Heritage Festival

Ypsilanti holds Its fi{th annual Heri-
é‘“ﬁ. Festival Friday, Saturday and

y.

The festival, set along the shores of
the Huron River in Ypsilanti's old De-
pot. Town, will recreats in clothing,
crafts and exhibits the days of Michi-
gan's beginning. Ypsilant! was the see-
ond Incorporated village in Michigan
and Ls noted for Its 19th century archi-
tecture,

The Living History Encampment re-
enacts llfe as it was In the 17th and
18th centuries in America. The group
will seftle in Riverside Park and
launch artillery d i and re-

reglmental band
A Heritage parade witl begin 11 a.m.
Saturday. Bands, floats, clowns and
ormers from the Franzen Brothers

. Clreus will join the march.

The ¢ircus will perform twice daily
featuring acrobats, trapeze artists and
tralned anlmals.

A juried arts and erafts falr features
sevaral Michigan and regional artlsts,
A quilt show, a tour of historic houses
::1:’ an antique show are also sched-

Activities for children and adults in-
clude a frog leaping contest, softball

ery
enact battles, The organizations in-
volved specialize lo the authentic peri-
od clothing, weaponry and cullture of
the early frontiersmen. L e

-ENTERT. WILL be pro-
vided by the Ypeilant! Players on the
stage at Riverside Park. Musical enter-
talzment will Include & jazx competl:
oo, n ragtime band, a gospe) jubiles,

.
.. 1 . ‘

& 30ap box car race, & a
6.22 mile run and a marbles contest.

A costume contest will be held to
judge the authenticlty of period cloth-
ing. Visitorn.
spirit of the event and drees in period

Local elubu'und veu\{ﬂ; are provid-
ing a variety of f60ds including a chick-

en a
EEET

are invited to join in the

KR

money into rubles. By now there are
great cracks of thunder, and lightening
streaks flil the sky. I lose sight of my
group and wander downstairs where I
get my flrst glimpse of ordinary Rus-
slans, in flower print dresses or grey
pants, standing in long lines. They stare
right back at me, along with two sol-
dlers. Back upstairs I see a prominent
slgn that says “Moncy Exchange.”

NOW THE rain is coming down in
great torrents. I follow the herds of
running people back to our train. The
man with the mixed-up photo has been
puiled aside and questioned by the
guards, “I bluffed them,” he says Jater,
smiling, until the guard finally threw
up his hands In exasperatlon and
yelled, “Go!"

Now we are headlng into Russta, The
forests are darkened by the clouds, the
houses are in necd of paint. There is a
Russizn woman tending to her cows
and groups of faded buildings with tin
roofs.

A matronly Russian woman appears
at our doorway and asks us tf we want
tea. Looking down the aisle, Isee a fire
in a grey metal furnace in the corner of
the car. In the furnace Is a samovar,
The woman fills our glasses with hot
tea.

She comes back again with biscuits
and sugar cubes. The tea is good and
soathing. Back and forth she goes, four
or six glasses in hand . . . into the next
compartment, the next and the next.

Just as with the slow-moving hotel
waitresses and the scores of men
chopplng down grass with sickles that
we will come to see, the work methods
in Russla seem purposely left at a 19th-
century pace prebably to keep every-
one busy and working.

As evening approaches, so does Len-
ingrad, and the tin roof houses glve
way to apartment butldlngs with laun-
dry hanging on the balconlcs. The sta.
tion Is qulet. We are guided from our
track to the bus. As we drive through
streets we sce potholes, soldlers and

a “ TR
Stroet musicians entertain

cmply storefronts on the way to our ho-
tel on the Gulf of Finland.

LENINGRAD, USSR. The next two
days bring us to many sights, including
the great Hermitege Muscum housed in
the former Winter Palace of the czars,
and the gold-gilded St. Isaac’s Cathe-
dral which now functlons as The Muse-
um of Christian Mythalogy.

Passing by many bridges and rivers
we learn why Lenlngrad [s called “The
Venice of the North.” Our gulde, Katya,
a broad-faced, smooth-skinned Russlan
glrl, ‘translates the omnlpresent red-
lettered signs for me, such as “Glory to
Lenin and the People of the Sovict So-
ciallst Republic” and “We Shall Fulfill
the Flve-Year Plan.”

She proudly points to a factory bill-
board. “1It Is a great honor for a worker
to get his picture here,” she beams, “a
great honor.”

From among the choice of tickets to
the cireus, folklore dance, ballet, opera

-or theatre, we sample an energetic,
soul-stirring folklore performance and
the famed Russian circus.

The tour pace is hectic and I leave
wishing that I had sct aside an after-
noon to explore on my own as a few

Soviet tours available

Lenlngrad Tour by Traln by Holl-
day Tours of Amerlca, is available
from travel agenies. It Is a four
day/three night tour and includes
transportation, first-class accom-
modatlon, full board, an Intourist
gulde and Finnish tour leader; $215-
235 per person in double room; $55
single supplement. Also avallable is
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April 28th

St. Maarten » St. Th

- On Sun Princess
7 Days Fly/Cruise

from San Juan to
Barbados « Paim Island =

Grenadines » Martinique «

a Lenlngrad and Moscow Tour by
Train, or Moscow only.

Your travel agent will help you
arrange a visa, Fill out the appilea-
tion form and return It with a copy
of your passport and three identical
photos at least three weeks before
your trip.
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"DETROIT AREA
,HUDSON'S

RED CROSS

STRANGERS?|.

This community knows
no stranger where the
Red Cross and blood aré
concemed. Don't you be'a
“ strangert Donate . 3
oD,
LET'S GET IT
» TOGETHER.

TRAVEL
- SERVICE
,[Oakland 585-8020)
Westland 425.3386F
Northland .$89-5188
[JBriarwood 994-0085|

USE YOUR HUDSON'S
" CHARGE . .

2zt 2 5
at a square In Helsink,
trip to Leningrad In the Soviat Union.

people in my group did.

Return, On the train ride back, many
people celebrate with champagne and
cavlar, full of tales about the bofst-
erously singing Romanlans, the Rus-
sians offering to buy clothes or any-
thing Western and the excltable people
who seem to yell every answer to you
in a steady stream of Russian,

Private Facilities
Alr Conditioned
All Stateronms
autboard facing

“*per persan double accupancy , .

“LAST CHANCE BEFORE LABOUR DAY"
DINE & CRUISE
IN THE ELEGANCE OF YESTERYEAR

1000 [SLANDS—ON THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER-SEAWAY
ABOARD THE 32 STATEROOM REPLICA STEAMSHIP

e SRS
AUG. 28-30, SUN. to TUES, SPANNING 3 DAYS, $268.° U.S.
SEPT. 2-4, FRI. to SUN. SPANNING 3 DAYS $240,° U.S.
- gaeludes bar expendituses and sy enirs
Boarding 5:30-6:30 p.m. at Kingston, Ontario
(165 miles vast of Toronto on 401 Hwy.
o- travel by “VIA RAIL” and book through AMTRAK)

Visit your Travel Apent or call collect 613-549-8091
ANK FOR YOUR FRLE NROCHURE FOR OTHER € RUISE DATES
BEAUTIFUL FALL FOLIAGE CRUISES
SEPT. 25 t0 OCT. 27—3, 4, $ & 6 DAY PROGRAMS

O&E  Thursday, Augus! 25, 1983

As we gt off at the Finnlslh border
town on this warm, sunny day, a Swed-
Ish chorus is singing outside the traln.
The Russian guards have disappeared
and the uplifting music scems like an
ironlc contrast to the foreboding thun-
derstorm of the previous trip. I feel It
Is the perfect touch, fulfllling my every
expectation.
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* TRAVE
€038 Sheldon Road
jear Ford Road,
Canton, M1 48187
459-2010 .
DEARBORN HEIGHTS

Fiymoca

91225 Orchard Lake Rd,
855:3200

SOOTTIE: . . RUSSELL'S .
TRAVEL . TRAVEL; INC.
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