took her needle and stabbed
designer Ralph Lauren where
it hurt — in the shirt.

‘The quilt which Piland made and
named, “Tit.for Tat,” in response to
Lauren who cut up valuable antlque
quilts to make his high-fashion de-
signs, will be one of the many
highlights of *World of Qulits™ at
Mcadow Brook Hall, Sept. 8-25.

Illinols quilter Virginia Piland

In the tradition of
quilting, Virginia Pl
land didn't waste a
scrap of the Ralph
Lauren . shirt which
she cut up to make
her protest quilt.
Even the coliar
served a purpose.

Staff photos by
David Frank

In her qullter’s revenge, Piland
made her two-color quilt from an
aqua Ralph Lauren shirt and white
feed sacks, Like quilters of old, Pi+
land didn't waste a scrap of the Lau-
ren material, even Incorporating the
collar, label and cuffs into her de-
sign.

Her most plerelng stabs comes in
the form of her comments about
Lauren written on the nullt, preserv-

Needles at 5 paces
Quilter collars designer
who cut up treasured art

ing not only her wit, but her ire
toward Lhe deslgner.

“Tit for Tat” Is the traditional
name of the mirror-Image pattern
Plland used, 5o the qullt itself is a
double entendre, ' .

WRITTEN ALONG the four sldes
are, "It's tit for tat, Ralph Lauren
{label). Take that! And that and that,
and that and that!,* “As you sew, so
shall you rip, Ralph Lauren, don't
rip up any more antlque qullts.”,
“Quilters are sew super, but Ralph
Lauren, you are an old scw-and-
sew.” “Sew long, Ralph Lauren. It's
been good to no-no you.”

There are other messages In the
qullt, but the one on the tie in the
center says It all, “You have been
found 'quilt-y.’ You're sentenced to a
stretch on a quilting frame,”

Mary Silber of Birmingham, quilt
show coordinator, sald that in addi-
tlon to its unusual message, Plland’s
quilt s “beautifully made” and sev-
eral others of hers are also In the
show.

Sllber sald that because of the
number in the show, close to 200, It
will be difficult for visltors to enjoy
the tetal scope of the exhibit. So, she
and textile restorer, Lulu Cameron
and those working with them, have
arranged the exhiblt into themes —
message quiits and patriotic quilts,
for instance, c

Because Meadow Brook Hall
qualifies as a museum, Marilyn
Brooks, speclal projects chalrwom-
an, was able to borrow outstanding
quilts from all over the world as
well as from flne Amerlean collec-
tions, both publie and private.

ALL OF the doll and crlb quilts
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ltfinois quilter, Virginla Piland, admitted she used
all of her extenaive neadla skilis to take a num-
ber of stabs at fashion designer Ralph Lauren for

will be displayed In Knole cottage,
the mini-mansion playhouse given
0 Frances Dodge for her 12th birth-

day.

Shiber sald of the organlzing of
this show which has been In the
works for more than a year, “This
the biggest team effort I've ever

ikt emp.

serious qullters.

been Involved with.”

The show will be open 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tour reservatlons are neces-
sary and much of the time is al-
ready booked solid. .For brochures
and information, call Meadow
Brook Hall, Onkland University, Ro-
chester, 377-3140.

cutting up antique quilts to make clothing. That's
as close to harosy as you can get in the world of

A fully illustrated, 60-page color
catalog wiil be avallable Sept. 1. It
is avallable for $11, postpald,
through Sept. 25; $14 after that by
writlng to the publisher, Mrs. Mark
Johnson, 1735 Villa, Birmingham,
48008, Make checks payable to Mrs.
Johnson,

advertising

Corinne Abatt sditor/644-1100
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Pros help budding writers p

By Victorla Diaz
gpeclal writor

Between bites of a hamburger and
an order of frics, Gregg Heinrlchs of
Farmington Hills smiled and sald,
“Thls Is marvelous.”

Approximately 125 students through-
out Mlchigan competed for the chance
to attend the conference, according to
Joan Roscn, assoclate professor of
English at Oakland University and con-
ference director.

The maln goal of the yearly event is

e 19-y 1d Oakland 1 y
freshman wasn't referring to the food,
but to the 20th annual Cranbrook Writ-
ers' Conference, which he was attend-
Ing.

Held earller thls month at Kings-
wood School Cranbrook In Bloomfleld
Hllls, the event was attended by 49
Michigan college students, Each had
won a scholarship to the conference af-
ter submitting samples of writing te a
panel of judges earlier this year.

to give i writers the
opportunity to meet with professionals
and to learn about thetr eraft.

SPONSORED by the Cranbrock
Writers' Gulld, a non-profit group,
costs of the program average $500 per
student, according to Rosen.

‘The conference isn't directly affiliat-
ed with Cranbrook. “We use the name
and rent the house,” Rosen sald.

All students boarded on campus dur-
Ing the four-day sesslon. '

+ Post William Btatford has both wry sense of humdr and a special
kind of tenderness which show up frequently In his work. His feel-

are also |
.

. I:rru about [+4

lc his wrlting. .

On hand to advise students in work-
shop and individual sessions this year
were poet Wiltlam Stafford, fletlon
wrlter Allce McDermott, and former
"Redbook™ fiction editor, Jacqueline
Johnson.

“I'm a veteran of writers® workshops,

as may be apparent from the gray .

hair,” said Stafford, 69, who won the
National Book Award In 1963 for his
collection of poems, “Traveling
‘Through the Dark.” “And they really do
work. T feel utterly confident they
work, The people here already know a
lot, and we've got a lot of momentum.”

Rigorous daily schedules consisted of
poetry, fictlon and feature-writing
workshops In which each partlcipant
had his or her submitted work dis-
cussed and critiqued, plus lectures and
Individual consultations.

In the evenings, readings and infor-
mal dlscussions were conducted by
Stafford, McDermott and Johnson. Af-
ter the scheduled events, students often
mel on their own to read poetry or to
share writlng experiences.

“ FOR ME, the most important thing
about conferences like this Is that write
ers get together,” said McDermott,
whose flrst novel, “A s

Daughter,” was published last year,

“And I don't just mean new writers
beling with professional or older writ-
ers, I mean new writers being with new
writers, sharing their intevests, thelr
fears, their problems, thelr efforts.
Suppart is what it really comes down
to.

"I think the guest writers who are
here are almost unnecessary. I'm gtad
to be here, and I can provide certain
information from my own experience,
But, again, the most important thing is
the participants geiting together. Writ-
ingisa very lonely thing to do.”,

Johnson sald of the students, “This
may be thelr only real contact with
other writers. may be their only
xperiences. That
ery helpful because, when
you're sitling there at home by your-
self, you can't always judge what cer-
tain things mean if you have no one to
compare thingn with. Here, you can get
advice, tips, support from other peo-
ple”

Southfield resident Fedora Horowltz
agreed, “It's good when there Is con-

atructlve criticism,” she sald, *It helps

you qow. It helps you to look at your

mer Redb

work through others’ eyes, and It helps
you to make it better.,”

HOROWITZ, a concert pianist and *
student at Wayne State Univenslty, is
writing a novel and was attending the
conference for the third consecutlve
year,

“The writing Is something I do on the
side for my own, Instead of golng and
paylng 60 bucks to a psychiatrist,” she
sald. *It's good therapy, I think.”

Kathy Funk of Blrmingham salg her
n.in reason for attending was to be
wit, other writers. Another Wayne
State student, Funk began writing seri-
ously only last January, although she
admits to a near-lifelong dream of
being a writer. A former French and
English teacher, Funk sald she is in the

olish their skills

there and glve thelr all and do their
best. Now, they're very dircected, very
independent. And I'm thinking, ‘Okay,
now It's my turn,”

“S0, I'm sort of pleking up on some
lost dreams here, and I'm just golng to
see wheve it'l] take me,” Funk added.

= WASHTENAW Community College
student Annc Hutchinson of Livoniz
saw the conference mainly as an oppor-
tunity to gain insight into improving
her writing. A poet, Hutchlnson sald
she found the partleipants almost total-
Iy non-competitive with each other,

“In the workshops, even if negatlve
things were sald about your work, they
were sald In a very supportive way,”
zhe sald, “There was a really good, co-

process of "starting a new d| in
her life and wants to learn how she can
“do some dlfferent things™ with writ-
ing.

*I nged something that's golng to sus-
tain me,” she 3aid, "I've been telling
rrg children that they need to go out

P spirit. The en-
abled me to look very closely at my
own writing and to galn'a new percep-
tonof it,”

Uhiversity of Michigan senior De-
barah Montworl of Westland sald she
hn,’ come 1o the conference in order to

(FHE

Fedora Horowitz of Southtield (left) and Lynn = work. It was this kind of Informel conversation
Drury listen as Jacqueline Johnson {right), for-
k ine editor, talks about her

which the conferonce attendeses found valuable,

Staff photos by
Deborah Booker

concentrate solely on poetry,

“I wanted to meet people who are {n-
volved in the same thing, take part in
some really good poetry discussions,
get some expasure to different styles,
and gain some new insights into pub-
Hshing,” she sald. *I fee) really Inspired
now. And I'm already planning ‘on
trylng to get back here next year. I'lj
Re_mnlly disappointed if I don't make

Flnally, one persistent complaint’
about the conference was best ex.
pressed by 20-year-old Anne Stander,
an Oakland University student from:
Blrmingham, '

“I just wish it could last a lot longer,”
she salid. “And I wish we could have jt
at lgast three times a year.”




