J288.6)

O&E_ Thursday, Auguat 25, 1983

In early paintings, choose s

This is another in a serles of
tessons on art
and drawing
by special co-
tumniat

taught
eight ypears B
and operates P~ -
an ant store, < h -
Art Store and More, 18774
Middlebelt, Livonia. Messing
ecourages questions and com-
ments from readers. You may
write him at his store or c/o Ob-

ington Road, Farmington MI
48024,

Server Newspapers, 23352 Farm-

By David Mesalng
staft writer

Hopefully you were able, this week,
to get your supplles together or buy
whatever you necded to start watercol.
or. Remember that the subject you
choose has alot to do with the success
of your palnting.

Choase a subject that can “forgive” a
littte. In other wards, if you palnt an

apple or a barn a Little bigger than the

model, then nobody cares or even no-
tices.

On the other hand if you are palnting
your spouse’s portrait and his or ber
nose is a Hlttle bit big or a little to cne
side thon you and your palnting are In
trouble,

Watercolor as a media is very unfor-
giving. Since you paint with transpar-
ent watercolors, the white of the paper
is supposed to show through each color.
This Is why watercolor is hard to re-
pair.

IF YOU try to lighten an area you
mix white in a color and it becomes
“creamy” and less transparent. The
area you are trying to flx begins to look
like a bitlboard saying “I didn’t make a

mistake here!” |

Like my 4-ycar-old son Adam
{bomb). I waa walking through the liv-
ing room when out of the corner of my
eye I saw he was digging out a tube of
chapstick with a screw driver, Even
though I hadn't even looked at him yet
ke yelled out, “It's O.X. Dad I'm not
doin’ nuffin.” And in your painting you
will be the gullty one who polnts out all
the little repairs you made.

While I am on the subject of repalr,
there are one or two alternatives to
starting your painting over. Number
one s if you paint with the Dr, Martin
dyes that I mentioned last week, you
can easlly flx a mistake, And you do
this with Dr. Martin's color remover.

Simply place a drop or two on the
area and before your eyes the mistake'
Roes away. Color remover comes in a
cute little bottle and it costs about a
dollar. But if you're not into “cute” lit.
tle battles, just usc chlorine bleach it
works almost as well.

I AM SURE the next alternatlve
many well-known water colorists and
teachers do not know about. It s called
an alr eraser. An air eraser fs llke a
minature sand blaster, It runs off an
alr compresser and you can control a
fine apray of particles which simply re-
moves the color from the paper. An alr
craser costs around $60 and that s not
too much a price if it can save a palnt-
ing.

Let’s say yau decide.to paint a mail-
box on an old weather fence post.
Sounds exciting doesn't §t? Well you
have to start somehwere. So first draw
your pleture in pencil, Use an H/2H/SH
or 4H pencil because the “H” or hard
penclls make a Light gray line and are
easy to crase later. “B" or soft penclls
are blacker and muddy up your paper.

1f you feel the drawing of any subject
witl be dlfficult, simply work out your
drawing on thin white drawlng paper.
Then transfer to your watercolor paper
by rubblng graphite all over the back
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Sequestered from -
urban pressures yet -
convenlently located, Ay~
Quaker Hills {s espe-
clalty sulted to
famiiles seeking a
distinctive expression.

A unique development upon the magnificent
former estate of Count Sarmiento
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Bullding sltes average three-quarters of an acre—an amplc set-
ting for a spacious home for upscale living.
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deslgned and bulit by Haverhilt Custormn Bullders. From 2,600 to
7,500 square feel, and distinctive in every detall, Prices from

Quaker Hills —detiberately
hard to find - for sectusion and
securlty, Enter Hartan off Farm.
Ington Road, just south of I-696,

For more information, call
Michigan Executive, Realtors
478-2360 or Haverhill Cussom
Builders 476.1177
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The ‘Surmientd Villa' - foeal point of Qﬁaker Hills

of your original, tape it in place on
your clean paper, then trace over the
lines you wish to transfer, Now reduce
your penell lines to one clean llne and
then lightly erase those lines 5o that
there is merely a faint image on your

Nov; carelully wet with clear water,
Just the dark slde of the post. The water
wli set on top of the paper and appear

glossy for just a few seconds, Soon the
wet arca wlll take on a satin sheen,
While you are waiting for the water to
soak in the paper, you should be mixing
the color brown you wish to paint in.

SIMPLY TQUCH the brush to this
aren and the brown color will qulckly
flow out of the brush and bleed only to
the arcas you previously wet. You may
smile here as you watch the color flow-
Ing and fading as it begins to slow down
1t’s natural spread. You may, however,
frown If your wetting with clear water
went out of the lines you wished to stay
in.

Here is a very basle part of water-
color painting. Always have a tissue on
hand or in hand to quickly absorb any
little overflows or qulekly remove a
color that Is too dark.

The brown that you just palnted
should be dark but still transparent. It
should show a graduation of color,
richest where you touched the brush in
and lightest where It finally stopped
flowlng. Thls first color you introduced
should not be overwarked.

Simply add the color to the wet area
and let the color flow untouched by
you. Remember the color can enly flaw
1o the arcas you carefully wet first.
This I call the base colers.

So in our picture the base colors are
dark brown for the dark sldc of the

“ post, light brown for the light side, blu-

ish gray (paynes) for the mailbox, red

colors Hrst. Paint fine lines when areas

Artifacts

for the flag, rust for the hinge and yel-
low to green for the weeds, The base
colors can be painted rather quickly,

REMEMBER (o keep them light and
transparent. Now if you wish to paint
the wood grain in the dark side of the
Ppost you want a clean linc so you do not
wel the area first. Simply mix a dark
brown into your brush and paint fine
llnes of wood grain. Lighten up the

brown for the wood grain on the lght

side of the post by thinning the brown
with more water,

By thinning the color you lighten the
color because more of. the white paper
shows through the color. So all the
large base colors are palnted onto wet
paper and all the fine lines are painted
onte dry paper. Because the colors are
transparent you can re-wet areas over
and over Introduclng cotor over color.

1 like to palnt the whole picture flrst
in light washes to produce a ghost im-
age. Then if X am happy with the look
ol It, I Introduce a rich wash and my
detalls, of course, are last. Remember
1. light pencil drawing, 2, chart the
course of the flow of color, by wetting
each area indlvidually, 3. paint in base

ubjects that ‘forgive’ -

are dry.

Of course this is merely a beginning
approach to watercolor, Your success
with watercolor Is not dependent oxt
your palnt, paper or brushes. Your suc-

‘cess or fallure is your own decislon.

Now I do not mean to say everyoné
must succeed at watercolor. Your deci-
slon I3 “what medla will I altow myself
to fall in.”

‘That Is to say “I will fail in charcoal
drawing and divert my efforts to suc-
ceed in watercalor” or vice versa. At
.any rate you will enjoy watercolor if
for no other reason then just to watch
the flow of color. If you repeatedly
have trauble palnting reallstically with
watercalors, before you put them In
your garage sale, try non-objective or
deslgn painting. To me just the flow of
4 pure color “wet In wet” on white pa-
per Is pleasing and fra rqnble.

ARTFUL HINT: I showed a custom-
er how to use the different hardnesses
of peneils and she showed me what she
did. In drawing a black cat, she drew
all the fine line halrs with a very hard
6H pencil. Pushing hard with this pen-
¢i she made many Ilne groaves in the
paper. Then she went over the drawing
with the soft blacks, 6B to 2B pencils.
The soft black did not {ill into the fine
grooves made by the hard 6H penchl.
The finished product was a beautiful
black eat with what appeared to be fine
white halrlines surrounded by rich
blacks,

OPEN SUN. 2-5, 22885 Walsingham, N.
of 8 Mlle, W. of Drake,
landscaped ravine wooded lot with

stream and 3 acre slte. 4

Plcturesque

bedrooms, 3

car garage. Land Contract 628-9100,

$189,800. 44570

MIDDLE STRAITS LAKEFRONT! Vacation ysar round In superb 3 badroom, 2 bath
lakefront home with sandy beach and boat dock Included. New kitchen ang bath,
new carpet too] includes centrat alr, air cleaner,
40902

626-9100. $99,800.

OVER 200’ FRONTAGE on enchi
offering § bedrooms, library and

cents

ON GOLF COURSE! Nautral decor ac-
4 bad, Eerel

Farming!
Hllis Colonial. Excellent storage, walk
out rec room, [nviting screened porch.

Treed lotl 628-9100.
45635

$134,900.

concrate boat launch, and sauna,

R —
CONTEMPORARY RANCH provides
fun-filled family llving with heated pool
on large treed lot. § bedrooms, 3 baths,
recreation room with wet bar, more.
Terms! 626-9100. $139,900.

anting Walnut Lake includes spaclous famlly home
3 car garage. Lower leve! includes second kitchen,
pantry, grill with barbeque plt, and sauna room ready for completion. On 5 beautlful

acres. Birmingham schools, 626-9100. $495,000 44556

ON PRIVATE WOODED COURT! Beau-
tiful Franklin Corners setting frames
immaculate 4 bedroom Colonial with

rich neutral decor, Stunning fireplaced
family room, Blrmlngh;mzsschuols. 626-
421

9100, $149

42736 $55,900,

800,

FLEXIBLE TERMS highlight neat Tri-
level close to Cass Lake and Dodge
Park. Includes 3 bedrooms, famlly
room, Immediate occupancy. 851-8100,
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FARMINGTON HILLS! Great Terms—

10% down, 11%% 30 year fixed rate

6ases purchase of 3 bedroom (plus low-

er lavel bedroom), central alr, hew fur-

nace, wet bar. 626-9100, $82,500,
44278 .

GREAT BUY) Sharply rem

Ington Hills Ranch Includes new atumi-
num siding, extra insulation, new roof,

4 car garage. Assumel
$45,800. . 40348 . .
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$124,900.

eled Farm-

626-8100.

" @ BIRMINGHAM
646-6000

FRANKLIN
626-9100

LAKE PRIVILEGES and boat dock to
Orchard Lakel Spaclous Ranch in-
cludes 3 bedrooms, library, Central Air,
enclosed porch and rec room too! West
Bloomtleld schools.

QUIET SECLUDED AREA framas great
starter home Including lake privilegest
3 bedrooms, newly remodaeled bath, en-
closed porch, 851-8100. $58,800.

© FARMINGTON HILLS-
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626-8100.

bath

IN 12TH ESTATES! Sharp 3 bedroom, 2

bath Condominium Includes neutral de-

cor, imported Italian tlls, good storage

space, 1st floor unit. 826-8100, $54,500,
019

FAHINGTONI Close to shopping a
sarvices. Delightful 4 bedroom, 2%

@ BLOOMFIELD HiLL

0rC

porch, firep
with wood burner, walk to schools,
626-9100. $76,800.

46787

'@ WEST BLOOMFIELD

851-8100

@ ROCHESTER
651-8850
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