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AH! To relive those

" Northern to win

again?

precious moments of
1982. What grand days they were. When
the city of Farmington Hills was
regaled as the City of Champions. Re-
member the Farmington Harrison
football team’s thrilling 17-14 win
against Fordson
Class A state title? (See photo at
right for a flash
about Our Lady of

f Mercy's mirac-
ulous comebac

k against Flint
the Class A girls
basketball title? (See fiashback
at left.) But, this is 1983, Can
our heroes come

—Flashbacks courtesy of staff
photographer Randy Borst.
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to capture the

back.) Or how
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y of Champs again ?

- Hawks hungry for third straight

title and Class A win-s

By Chris McCoaky
statf writer

You would think that after two con-
secutlve  state champlonships, four
league champlonships and 23 consecu-
tive victorles, a team might have trou-
ble motjvating itse)f, Let's face it, what
else Is there to conquer?

Try the record for consecutive wins
and the record for consceutive state
championshlps.

“Those are just a cauple of the goals
the 1983 Farmington Harrlson footbalt
have set for themsclves,

“Our primary goal this year is to win
the Jeague,” sald coach John Herring-
ton, who Is entering his 14th year as the
Hawks' head coach, “Second, we would
like to break the state Class-A record
for cansceutive wins, which 1 think is
26. After that we will think about the
state playoffs.”

IF THINGS GO according to plan,
Harrlson will win its 26th straight
game Sept. 23 at Northville. The fol-

_lnlh tate, according to her
& KR .

ry. Rosowski, just 8-foot tali, may be th
coach Larry

lowing Saturday, Oct. 1, the Hawks will
be at home hoplng to establish a new
mark agalnst Walled Lake Central.

But, it wlll not be-an easy task for
Herrington's Hawks. All but three
starters off last year's squad graduated
= an occurence that would leave most
programs devastated,

Harrison, however, offset graduation
loses with transfer gains. Bob Waszen-
ski, an All-Western-Lakes performer
last year with Plymouth Canton, and
Geof Bissell, a standout {rom Qhlo,
both will figure strongly in the Hawks’
scheme.

Waszenskl will 2dd a.new dimension
to the Hawks' attack — o decp threat.
He eaught 30 passes for Canton last
year, good for 614 yards and 16 touch-
downs, He Is 6-foot-3, 195 pounds and
runs the 40 in 4,5 seconds.

“He's Big-10 materlal all the way,”
Herrington sald,

IN ADDITION to hls offensive skills,
Waszenskl will start in the defenslve

® best defensive conter
Baker, :
R

. who

secondary along with Blssell, both
thunderous hitters.

Also helplng to case the pain of the
1982 graduatlon is the return of All-
State halfback Jokn Miiler, Miller
Rained 1481 yards as a sophomare last
year, He scored 14 touchdowns, pleked
off nine passes and had a seasonal
punting average of 36.9 yards,

“He was' a do-it-all player for us*
Heryington said after last scason, “We
could not have won the state champlon-
ship without him.”

Also returning from last year are
Steve Orsinl, an All-Division defensive
end, and tackle Jerry Eizen.

Not returning to the fold this year
are quarterback Ken Kish and All-
State kicker-lincbacker-fullback Dave
Blackmer. The key to the Hawks’ suc-
cess fn 1983 might be the performance
of their replacements,

-SCOTT GLINSKI, a left-handed
thrower with good speed, will be the
Hawks’ quarterback. For the third year
in a row, Harrison will begln the scason

treak mark

with an untried, untested quarterback.

“Seolt is a different kind of quarter-
back than Kish. Kish was more of a
drop-back-style quarterback, Scott will
sprint out. He has real quick feet. His
speed will add another dimension to
our offense — the quarterback keep-
ers,” Herrington satd.

Harrlson will not have the type of
fleld-goat threat the y had last year. Bl
Wood wlil be the placekicker, as well
as the starting fullback. Herrington
said he Is conslstent from about 35
yards and in,

Desplte the obvlous question mark at
quarterback, the Hawks’ will ficld
formidable offensive attack. They have
a strong running game with Miller and
a deep passing threat, Waszenski, to
compliment it. .

On the line, Rob Smiglelskl, Tim Nel-
5on, Scott Sullivan, Elzen, and Orsinl,

" all senlors, average more than 180

pounds as a unit. There is a three-way
dog-flght for the center position, Junlor

Please turn to Page 2

The left arm of aenlor quarterback Scott Glinski may hold the key
to Harrison's fortunes in 1983, He roplaces Ken Kish who graduat-
ed last yoar,

Opposition may ask for Mercy in °83

By Chris McCosky
‘staff writor

Larry Baker's situation s paradoxi-
cal. :

He i3 probably the state's most envi-
able girls' basketball coach, yet he is
very much on the hot seat.

His Our Lady of Mercy glrls' basket-
ball team won, in miraculous fashion,
the Class A State Basketball Champlon.
ship a year ago, And who could forget

" that flnal game against Flint North-

em? Mercy's marvelous fourth-quarter
comeback, in which they erased a 19-

. point deficit, has become legendary.

Baker has four starters back from
last year's feam, Thus, his enviable po-
altion.

BUT, SHOULD hls team not win,
Baker's seemingly cushy situation
could turn very ugly. Thus, the hot seat,

“These kids know that everyone will

“"be going after the quebn of the moun-

tain this year,” Baker sald. “Fortunate-
ly, though, the nucleus of this team Is
made up of some really special people
thrive on competition.” e

" Baker sald that last season's state

. - tournament had'a profound Impact_on

his team. *“They know now why they
work 50 hard in practice. They know
now what it takes to become champl-
ons,’and they are working very hard
this year,” he sald, )

The one thing Baker wortics about,’
and will ot tolerate, Ly complacency.

And his way of avolding it is to play the
toughest schedule in the school's histo-

ry.

Ladywood, a Class B power, has been
added to the Catholic League Central
Divislon. Mercy will play them twice
along with other league powers llke

. Regina, Marian and Bishop Gallagher.

In non-league games, Mercy will do
battle with Temperance Bedford, Ann
Arbor Pioneer, Ann Arbor Huron, and
Flint Northwestern.

"AN UND TED scason is very

EFEA'
, unlikely,” Baker sald. “We look at the

e season as preparation for the
state tournament. Qur goal ia to do well
in {:e IDL‘:' wummenk;‘ nas

the Jast 10 years, Mercy won
more state reglonal champlonships
than any other team in the state. It has
won the region eight times; the district
nine imes and has been state champ
twice In the last 10 years.

But 1983 is a new scason,

Last from the 1982 team was Caro-
lyn Burt, second leading scorer and
team leader, who graduated. The team
also lost their sixth man from last

* year, Kathy Kerwan, who opted not to

play her senlor year. Four other would-
be senlors also declded not to play this

ye-:‘rm klds could see that they weren't
going to get a lot of playing time, 50
they decided to pursue other things,
There were no hard feellngs at all,*
Baker sald. !

1y

SIMILARITIES DO EXIST between
the 1982 and 1983 Mercy teams, The
tough, aggressive defense, the tena-
clous press, the speed, and the overall
lack of slze are carryovers into the new
year.

‘What wlll change, Baker hopes, Is the
offense. If there possibly could have
been a weakness In a 24-1, state cham-
plonship team, it was Mercy's offense.
Thelr leading scorer, Sarah Basford,
averaged 12.3 points per game, The
team itself averaged under 50 polats
Per game on the season. : N

“We are looking to play a more con-
aistent offense. And we are looking for
players other than Sarah to score for
us,” Baker said,

Mercy got the chance to play without
Basford this summer. ‘Basford con-
tracted mononucleosls shortly after
school let out last year and missed
most of the summer sesslons.

“It's nover good to play without her,
but it forced the other players to plck
up the slack,” Baker said,

BASFORD WILL be the anly senior
on-the team. Annette Rugglero, Mary
Rosowski and Any DeMattls, alt sopho-
more starters last year, are retuming,

Rugglero led the team In assists Jast
year with 74 in 25 games, DeMattla, a
hero in the champlonship victory
against Northern, was the team'’s sec-
ond-leading rebounder,

But the strength of the Mercy de-

,

fense is Rosowskl. At just 6 foot, Ro-
sowskl pulled down 161 rebounds last
year.

“You can ask anybody, 1 don't hype
my players,” Baker sald, “But Ro-
sowskl has to be one of the best defen-
slve centers in the state,”

BATTLING IT out for the other for-
ward spat are junior Bev White, a spot
starter last year, and sophomore Terri
Ford, Guard Sue Scatt, the most valu-
able player on the junlor varsity team
last year, and Terri Nalodka, a 5-foot-
10 sophomore, both are Hkely to see ac-
tlon.

“In the past, the way to beat Mercy
was to take our outside shooters out of
the game and be patieat on offense,
causlng us to get Into foul trouble.
Those are the areas I've had to address
this year,” Baker said.

Beginning with a road game at
Temperance Bedford, thraugh the
grueling Detroit Cathollc League Cen-
tral Division, and Into the state tourna-
ment, Mercy will take on an unrelent.
Ing string of powerful oppanents,

*We are willing to take It on,* Baker
sald. “We have younger players, maybe
cven. better players. Practices have
been more competltive. We arc going
to put up our state champlonship
banners around the gym, and when we
start to let down I'm just going to-point
to them and remind them of who we
are.”
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