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Spend some to save some

Computerized court eyed

By Joanne Maliszewsk)
staff wrlter

Farmington offlclals have only to
glve thelr nod of approval and the 47th
District Court will scon join the com-
puter age.

On Monday, Farmington Hills City

Council agreed to foot their share —
approximately $37,000 — of the cost of
2 $45,000 mlnicomputer for the dlstrict
court.

Final approval must come from the
Farmington City Council, which Is ex-
pected to declde Monday whether to

Dentist monkeys

By Sharon Dargay
staf! writor

You can't moke a monkey out of
Washington Stramgolla — cven in the
dentist's chair,

Facing a posslble root canal and
tooth extraction, the 7-month-old Utica
resident took his medicine lke a
trooper last week,

“We wanted to try a root canal to
save the tooth, but it was into

Stone eonsulted Myers.

“Thls is the flrst time I've worked on
a privately owned pet. I got Into the zo0
wark beeause I thought it would be In-
teresting — working on llons and tigers
— and It has been,” Myers explalned.

He said ape and chimpanzee teeth
are “so much like a human'’s that it's
scary” The apatemy is similar, al-
though humans might take a cue from
the chimp's sugarless diet for maln-
talning cavity-frec teeth.

flve parts and we had to extract it,*
explained Robert Stone, Southfield vet-
erinarian.

The 13-pound chlmpanzce, owned by
Utlca businessman Frank Stramgolia,
Is doing fine, thanks to antibiotlcs,
Stone’s asslstance and the surgical sklll
of Terry Myers. .

The Farmlngton Hills dentist doesn't
get much call for repairing animal
choppers at his Wailed Lake practice.
But Myers has worked on the pearly

whites of everything from antelopes to -

zebray st the Detrolt Zoplogical Park
during the past two years, Last week

“APES NEED VERY LITTLE den-
tal work as far as cavities are con-
cerned. They might bave trauma from
falling againat their cages. But they
have fewer problems than people.”

And they make better patients than
some of thelr human counte: , 81
though Myers admits animala must be
sedated for zophisticated dental work if
the practitioner wants to kecp all 10
fingers Intact.

*Evea our 7-month-old chimp was in
dreamland when I worked on Mm. At
the 200, Dothing life-threatening bos
happened, but you wonder sometimes if
the animal really is cut.™

pay thelr approximately $7,600 share
for the computer.

It payment i3 approved, the court
should have a new In-house minjcom.
puter within 30-90 dayz. The system s
made by Texas Instruments, with soft-
ware (programs) developed by Horizon
Systems Inc. of Farmington Hills, The

around

Few veterinarians or dentists speci-
allze in animal teeth care, although the
practice is "coming into its own,* with
tho establishment of a nationwide vet-
ecrinary dental society. Dental work Ia
limited to cleaning and tooth extrac.
tion for cats and dogs in most veterl-
pary offlces, On the farm, animal doc-
tora routinely cap cattle teeth that
have been chewed to stubs.

“Pecple will trap squirrels and bring
them in to bave their teeth {lled,” Stone
noted, “Hamsters, gerbll and rodent
teeth are always growing. Sometimes
you have to grind them down. Filling
an anlmal’s tooth would be extraordi-
nary,

“Dentistry Isn't my favorite subject,”
he added.

Although 80 percent of Stone's prac-
tice Involves exotic animals, he sces
few monkeys or apcs.

“We saw two monkoys last week.
One was for a polio vaccino. There was
a time when I'd soe 28 to 30 & year.
Now & see x few, You can breed them
here, but they can't be brought Into the
country.” .

Farmington, Michigan

court also will get three dlsplay termi-

. nals and two character printers.

“It should expedite much of the
paperwork,” said District Judge Mar-
garet Schaeffer. “And things are Jess
likely to get lost between the cracks.”

WITH THE computer, Schacffer
sald, processing overdue trafffc tickets
wHil be simpitfied. The system will give
an automatic printout of drivers having
overdue tickets, Court employees now
g0 through a lengthy process of con-
tacting the secretary of state's office
and then typlng out overdue notices.

In reviewing which computer system
would best serve the court, Southfield's
Plante & Moran said courts in Taylor,
Warren and East Detrolt all had a sys-
tem similar to the one the court is in-
terested In buying, The system can pro-
cess parking, traffic, monthly statistics
and money matters,

Not all district courts in Michigan
have swilched yet to & computer ays.
tem, Schaeffer said. But 1t Is becoming
a trend, particularly “for & high vol-
ume court like ours, It could keep track
of alot of things.”

“It will also type out docket sheeta
{court case schedules),” she sald, add-
ing it will be ecaster for and

82 Pages

judges to rearrange court schedules
with the computer.

“tional employees in the future as the

court’s caseload grows,

when Washington broke a baby tooth,

Seat-of-the-pants flying

Flying in a commerical jet just fsn't good enough for Farmington
Hills resident Steve Benesh. He wants to fly 'em, fix 'em and re-

model 'om alt on his own. To see how flying can become a very
personal experience, turn to Page 3A.
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_oral quarrel

What would you ask

council candidates?

Everybody bas got a questlon or two
lbcywoﬂldukelo‘nkl:ﬂrdtycmﬂ
.representatives, Now that élection
time i1 rolling around, this s the time
to give those questions some thought.
'e'll de inf tes and
hopefully we'll be able to use somé of
. your guestions, ' \

) 8o today’s Oral Quarrel Is: :

WHAT QUESTION WOULD YOU
ASK CITY OOUNCIL CANDIDATES
JF YOU BAD A CHANCE?

To answer this question, call us at
477-5498, You will have untll noon on
day to answer question. To see
what your nefghbors would axk, look I
Monday’s Farmigton Observer.
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BIl) Plper, Inatalls temporary lighting In the up-

stairs of the Haney home after it had been ravaged by fire caused

by a tan.

Quick action

saves house
from ruin

By Jo-;mo Maliszewski
stalf writer

A portable clectric window fan that
was left turned on appears to be the
cause of an cstimated $80,800 house
fire in Farmington Hills Monday eve-
ning, according to fire offlclals.

Neighbors said they first noticed
flames shooting out of the northwest
m, just before § pm., at the
home of Frank Haney, 36290 Congress.
The strect is west of Drake, on the cor-
nerd’aI 11 Mile and Old Homestead
roads.

Haney and hls family were not home
‘when the flre broke out but returned as
firefighters were cleaning up, said
Farmington Hills Fire Department Lt.
Richard Marinucel.

Most of the flre damage was con-
fined to the northwest bedroom. The
clectric fan, which had been placed in a
window, fell and started the carpeting
on fire, Marinucel sald,

‘The fire spread from the carpeting to
the bed and “once that started, the heat

bullt up and started up the walls and
across the celling,” he added.

“It was golng pretty good when we
arrived,” Marlnuccl said, adding that
the {lre was out within 15 minutes after
firefighters {rom stations 1 and 4 ar-
rived.

“Pretty much of the entire second
stary may have to be redone,” he sald.
The flrst floor also suffered smoke and
water damage.

NEIGHBORS sald they heard a bang
before they noticed flames coming
from the house. But Marinuccl sald flre
investigators could find no flammabte
liqulds that could have caused the fice.

Marinucci urged resldents to unplug
motorized appliances that could aver-
heat before they Jeave home, even for
a short perlod of time.

“With a mator, it doesn't Lake a long
Ume to get it (a fire) going,” he sald, He
listed hair dryers, kitchen appllances
ond frons as houschold ltems (hat
should be turned off and unplugged
when not In use.

Mile road gets
city attention

By Joanne Mallszewaki
*stalf writer

Twelve Mile Road in Farmington
Hills may de congested, but the Oak-
land County Road Commission now has

There is a catch. Should the money,
available through the Feders] Ald to
Urban Syatem Program (FAUS), coma
through, the city would be required to
pay the remalning 25 percent share of
road improvements.

Pleaso turn (o Page 3

Sports ,
Suburban Lite. . .Sectlor 8 One calt . 0o plans to do anything about It. Help  Clty officlals still do not have any fi-
YMCA Highlights . . . . 2A does It allt § may be coming from another source, nal cost esilmates, but they expect the
3 project to range betweon $1.6 and $2

¢ too T m?arn:(hxhn Hills emcu‘ulwm ask million, .
road commiaslon to apply for newly  “Oakland County sald, ‘okay, we'
361-0900 available federal highway grant dol- apply (for the led{nl n':ono,)’ u';‘:
. Useyour MaslerCard or Visa lars to pay 76 percent of m&e&dut ?: pay all the local share,” sald Wiltiam
- ning ¥ :
two-mile stretch on 12 Mile Road.



