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If you're anywhere close to belng a concerned
Farmington Hiils resident, you've got to be a little
more than irritated over recent actions of the gang
up at Eleven Mile and Orchard Lake Road,

that preserving the status quo has become
something of a fetish in some circles. Being con-
servative Is one thing, but when it reaches the polnt
of ajwasting tax dollars, b)hindering progress, c)de-
nying the realitfes of today’s economy, and djshut--
ting out potentially good neighbors, that's when the
preservation program has to be called to a halt,

And is an especially important season to pay
attention to the actions of local officials. Election
time is just ‘around the corner — thank the Al-
mighty.

So here are a few {ssies on which you might want
to question your council candidates,

@ Why does clty councll continue to waste mon-
ey on legal fees in an attempt to force Lutheran
High School Northwest out of the Holly Hilis Farms
subdivision?

Having recently lost its case in circult court, the
city has declded fo forge ahead in an appeal, It will
take a year for that appeal to come to a conclusion.

Meanwhile taxpayers fark over extra bucks to 2
clty attorney for a case which shouldn’t have been

taken to court In the first place.

You see when the Farmington School District
sold the property to the Lutheran High School Asso-
ciation, everybody knew how the former elementa-
ry school would be used. Some city officlals even
attended a dedication ceremony for the school.

IT WASN'T until Lutheran High Northwest de-
cided to bulld a g that anyone obj d.
Mayor Fred Hughes hag nobly vowed “not to com-
promise our position,” in explalning why the city s
appealing.

What a bunch of baloney. We know it's good poli-
ties to side with subdivision residents on an issue
against the outsiders — especially around election
time. But no good reason exists to pick on the Lu.
theran folks.

A parochial high school isn't exactly a den of in-
lquity, you know. The city should be welcoming this
group with open arms for occupying a bullding
which would otherwise stand empty in the middle of
a subdivision and become nothing but an eyesore
and safety hazard.

® The second rejection comes in the downsizing
issue. Again this is an example of shutting the door
to newcomers,

Seems developers are coping with the realities of

a new downsized economy and are trying to build
smaller houses in subdivsions where larger homes
already exist.

Big deal.

" The {dea makes a lot of sense, Frankly many
homes in Farmington Hills are too blg, anyway,
Few of us really need 4,000 square feet of space. If
nothing else it's too expensive to heat, .

Besides developers have a right to make a few
bucks an their investment. .

But most importantly, by downsizing the size of
houses new folks will have a chance to move into
Farmington Hills and enjoy many of the amenities
that other resid: have- taken ad ge of over
the years.

But instead of having the courage to tell hysteri-
cal residents to take a walk, the council came up

with a “compromise” ordinance which allows a
bullder to construct a home that has at least 75
percent of the floor area of homes within 750 feet of
the new house,

‘Again, a waste of time and a move toward mak-
ing the community just that much more stagnant.,
What this community néeds more than anything

N

PR,

else is new nelghbors, young enough to put children
in our schools and to bulld for the future of Farm-
ington Hills.

But instead, the council has chosen the expedleni
way out.
Hogwash. Bring on the clection.
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King plus 20:
Integration is
only a dream

More than 250,000 people marched in Washing-
ton, D.C. last weekend to honor the famous “T Have
a Dream" speech given by Martin Luther King 20
years ago.

This weckend hundreds of people with the Na-
tional A fation for the Ad of Colored
People (N.A.A.CP.) will arrive in Detroit after
:alklng from southern Ohio in a voters’ registration

rive,

All of this activity makes one wonder: What is the
status of blacks in the suburbs in 19837

Stan Connelly, a white clvil rights actlvist who
lives In Birmingham, is taking part in the
N.A.A.C.P, march,

“It’s all right for football Pplayers to live in the

Nick
Sharkey

mingham'’s appeal is pending before the U.S. Sixth
Distict Court in Cincinnati.

Most suburbanites are sophisticated in dealing
with blacks. Loud threats are not uttered. No houses
are firebombed, Obscenities are seldom used.

Only the most uneducated suburbanite would use
the term “nigger.” They are now “undesirables,”

Thus it is almost impossible to pin down racism.

Take, for example, the attempt of the Word of
Faith to find a school in Southfield, Word of Faith is
a fundamentalist black church.

For three years the church has been frustrated by
the Southfield Board of Education and neighborhood
associations in attempts to buy two closed schools,

The Rev. Keith Butler of Word of Faith has given
up. “We've had racial slurs thrown at us by people
in the community,” he said. “It isn't worth all the
anguish.”

Nelghbars counter that they were worried about

suburbs, but that's about it,” Connelly said earlier
this week, “Integration of the suburbs is hing
you just don’t hear much about anymore.”
Integration has been quletly golng on In several
Suburbs north of Detroit, such as Southfield and Oak

Park. In the 1980 census Southffeld reported a 8

percent black population. It is belleved that popula-
tion has continued to grow since the census.

Redford, a community immediately west of De-
troit, still has few black families, -

Connelly said the slow rate of suburban Integra-
tion is due to several factors.

“With the poor economy, few blacks can afford to
buy suburban houses,” he said. “At the same time,
Detrolt is improving: Fewer blacks want to get out
to move to the suburba.”

non-educational uses of the building. The head of

the nelghborhood association which opposed the
church school, Ciiff Wunh{, is black,

Word of Faith has now leased classroom space in

~ the viicant Franklin Elementary School In Frankiin,

Was racism a factor in denying Word of Faith the

2 politicos:
a difference
in problems

The two most Interesting politiclans in the state
at this point are Gov., James Blanchard and Wayne
County Executlve William Lucas.

Each started the year in 2 new job with a new
staf and facing a host of inherited problems, Each
has used his strengths to attempt to deal with harsh
economic realities.

Before the election, most experts thought Blanc.
hard the better politiclan and more forceful leader.
But since then Blanchard has lost some of his luster
and Lucas hag tended to look better and better.

BACKED BY union strength and treditlonal
D ba , Blanchard rode Into office on
a tide of economic discontent and mistrust of his
opponent, shoot-from-the lip Richard Headlee, The
most r d of his paign was the
oft-repeated suggestion that he could do

. Bob
.Y Wisler

for a tax increase. Although he did mention the pos-
siblity of a 1 percent county tax Increase, he quickly
coh:eeded that public ngproval of a‘tax increase was
almost { and dropped di

n of the
subfect,

Instead, he has embarked on & program designed
to force Wayne County employees and unions to
abandon the 1dea that public employment is an ex.
pected and quite appropriate guarantee of high
wages. |

AT THIS point, Blanchard has been able to at
least temporarily resolve some of the msajor prob-
lems of state government, while Lucas has ha; only
symbolic victorles.

Yet, Blanchard is no doubt less Ppopular with the
general public than he was at the start of the year,
and Lucas may even more so,

.The reason well may be that whereas the gover-
uor resorted to a tax increase to get past the imme-

about providing &hbs for the state's unemployed,
Lu cas avol led campaign confrontra tlons,
no 1

p programs, better
and took advantage of his name recog-

Southfield gchool building? It's P for an
outsider to know, [

SUBURBANITES CAN BE such slick racists that
they are difficult to pin down.
Connell, I He i3 vol

director of development for Focus: Hope, a Detroit-
based civil rights group which promotes better re-
1atlons betweenblacks and whites,

Connelly reports that Focus: Hope recently

THE EXCEPTION to the quiet on the |
front is Birmingham. On May 2, 1982 federal Judge
Robert DeMasclo dropped a bombshell on that city,
He found gu.ll:’y of racism “In part
btheec‘ct“t”'?! its desire to exclude black people from
Thainung came after a trial over a 1978 election
in which votera turned down proposed Jow-income
sealor cilizen and family housing. The City of Bir-.

an ed gift of $250 per month from
a Grosse Polnte wo; In additlon, 107 employees
of the Wayne County Road Commisslon began tak.
ing payroll deductions to ralse money for the eivil
rights group, .

""One day we will disagree with each other based
on Issues and not on whether someone is a ‘woman,
Jew, black or Arab,"” he sald.

Keep on marching, Stan.’

gov
nition (the only thing that matters in county elec-
luom, some politicos contend) to waltz past his chal.
engers, S .

What about their impact on government? Alded
by the same forces which helped elect him, Blanc.
hard was able o eke out of the Leglalature a tem.-
porary tax Increase., This averted the substantlal
problems that would have ensued had he not been
able to secure the increase.

Blanchard's other major accomplishments — if
you consider ralsing the tax rate an

dlate P , the has stead- - -
fastly pushed for wage concessions and a paring :
down of county government, .

Py
ictim of the publle’s
the media's pesc ok

es, eeming Inabilf

to convey the Image of a strong lea

te Ptlon that the governor somehow
can't take e.

. Lucas’ actions have included such unwise things
ersherif,

ment — was the institution of the Youth Job Corps
and his paring of the state payroll
:Lfrlng freeze and not replacing employees as they
eave,

LUCAS, FACED with simllar budge b-
lems, hiad no real possibilty of uﬁ'ﬁ‘:ﬁ,“m’i publle

. Sy

as appointing his It a3 director of emer-

mzylou) and a penchan: t for bnnyfoylngn . chautteur.

0] .

instituting a ven | cars, c - eur

.Yet hls unrelenting efforts



