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As a Detrojt city councilman, Carl Levin was a
Shamplon of local rights and believed fedoral offr:
cials should bow to loca} concerns.

Now that he's g USS. Senator, Levin says he tries
hard to make sure he knows what the folks back
home want,

"I belleve local officials know what's best for the
community, and the federal govermment doesn't,”
Levinsald'in a recent Interview,

Levin said that when he was elected to the US,
Senate in 1978 there was “too muck federal Intru.
sion, dominance, Inflexibllity and waste.”

m"‘l‘WENT to Washington determined to reverse
at,” .

Tn the 4% years he has been a senator, he has
attempted to diminish federa) intrustion inlocal af-
fairs, he sald,

Levin was In the arca for & tour which included a
specch to Troy Chamber of Commerce and visits to
two Strategic Alr Command bases,

In an interview with the Observer he spoke about
his stands on Issues ranging from cable TV, super
sewer and mass transit to MX missiles, military
preparedness and draft registration but burried
past ds of his re-election b

Levin, 49, was an attorney and long-time Detrojt
councllman before defeating Republican Robert
Griffin in 1978, His six-year Senate term ends next
December.

HE IS ALMOST certaln to be a candidate for re-
clection in next year's election but declines to make
an announcement at this point.

Levin sald one of his top goals has been to pass o
leglslative veto bill which would empower Cone
gress to overrule regulations made by any federal
burcaveracy,

The blll passed the Senate in different forms, but
stlll hasn’t made it through the House,

One of the things that convinced him of the need
for such efforts, Levin sald, was the way the feder-
al department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) mismanaged a home acquisition program In

trolt,

“HUD ALMOST wiped out Detrolt,” he sald.

Levin sald he was not opposed to HUD programs
per se, but thinks that there should be more control
over what various federal departments do, “I be-
lleve government plays a critical role, but it’s
fourth branch — the bureaucracy — that has too
much power."”

“People get frustrated with regulations and don’t
know where to go for relief,” sald Levin. “They
want to go to thelr elected officials, not to an agen-
cy in Chleago .

While the U.S. Supreme Court recently overruled
one type of legistative veto, Levin sald he is confi-
dent the proj b Levin-Boren-Grassley
bil is constitutlcnal.

HIS BELIEF that the federal government has too
much: power led Levin to vote against the Cable
‘Telecommunlcations Act of 1983, which the Scaate
Ppassed 87-9 and sent to the House,

Levin said he thinks the bill will be defeated In
the House because of concern over preserving local
control over cable teloyision.

Proposed by cable firms, the nationa] legislation
would take precedence over contracts between
cable TV companies and the local

he St Councll of Governments called the
bill an “unwarranted Intrusion on munlelpal pow-
ers.”
While admitting that heated competition has re-
sulted in some “cnerous agreements” between elt-
fes and cable firms, Levin does not believe Con-
gress should atter them,
Levin calls the cable legislation “arrogant,
presumptuous, unethical usurpation of power"” by
the federal government,

“1 WAS A local official and still am a lawyer —
and I ean'read a contract,” he sald, acknowledging
that some cities “held up” the cable companies,

“But that's what private enterprise is all about.
It's competition, and they don't have to agree to
conditions they don't like,”

While encouraging cable competition, Levin per-
sonally isn't i in b g a sub:

The lawmaker watches little TV and would like It
on even lesy In his house.

“My kid's a TV junkie, and I'd lixe to get her off
it. More channels and better reception aren't what I
have in mind for her,” he cracked.

—_—_—
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~ Cari Levin

Road bids to be taken
on Oakland projects

Thirty-three projects for repalr, upgrading and
of Mich roads and by ‘; will

be let out for bids Thursday, Sept, 8, Lansing,
The Milch), t of Transportation wiil

jgan Depatrtment
open bids at 10:30 a.m. in Lansing Clvic Center,
In Qrkland County, blds will be taken on:

Wido Track Drive and Cass Avenus from tho inter-

UNTIL SEPTEMBER 16

termbor 1, 1083

'

- YOU

STOP
AYING
- DOCTOR BILLS.

GM employees can change from old fashioned health insurance coverage to Health
Alliance Plan. But only between September 1st - 16th. e

That means if you wait, you won't be covered the way you should be. By the Ieéﬁing
health care plan of its kind in Michigan.

When you join HAP you're covered — completely. In the doctor's office and in the
hospital. Even for regular check-ups, minor illnesses and allergy tests.

And you're covered for emergency care wherever you are: when you're away on
a business trip or a vacation or when your kids go away to college, you're covered as
completely as you are at home.

And when you belong to HAP, you choose your own HAP doctor. You can go to a
brand new health center opening in Plymouth just in time for you to join. Or you can
choose one of our 9 other health centers all over town,

In short, with Health Alliance Plan, you get all the professional, personal care without
all the aggravation of claim forms and doctor bills,

(And if you don’t work for GM, ask your employer when you'll have a chance
to change to HAP)

HEALTH ALLIANCE PLAN
876-3444

NOBODY CARES MORE.
NOBODY COVERS MORE.

* memae. GM ENROLLMENT SEPTEMBER 1-16

Orchard Lake at 12 scuth to the Qakland
rd" College entra Comp! I8 ex-

pected in November.




