Mini-jewels

| Crib, doll quilts valued

for rarity and beauty

By Corinne Abatt
stalf writer

While the blg show of the World of Qullts at
Meadow Brook Hall, Sept. 8-25 Is going full blast,
there will be 2 small gem of an exhiblt a few min.
utes walk away,

Mary Silber of Blrmingham, coordinator of this
major qullt extravaganza, s showing the jewels of
her own collection of crib and doll qulits In Knole
Cottage,

This slx-room house was built as a 32th-birthdoy
present for Frances Dodge, Matilda Dadge Wilson's
cldest daughter. The structure and all ks furnish-
ings are scaled to a little more than two-thirds nor-
mal slze, Which means that i you are more than 5.
feet-S-inches tall, you have to bend slightly to go
through the doorways.

The Queen Anne style chair with Dutch mar-
quetry, the stove, beds, wash basln, beds, tables —

tunteered hor help and oxpertise for the
“World of Quiits” show. Here she is ad-
miring one of the crib quilts in the bed-
room at Knole Cottage.
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everythlng was made to accommodate a 12-year
old.

CONSEQUENTLY, It's a unique, Lilllputian set-
ting for Silber’s wonderful collection of 25 doll and
crib quilts dating from 1829 to 1940,

The demand for them, and concurrently the pric-
cs, In just the last few years, she said, “has In-
creased phenomenally.”

And with this has come “trickery,” about which
Stlber [ssues a warning.

“They are cutting down perfectly good full-size
quilts and selling them as crib or doll quilts,” she
sald.

So, for callectors and wauld-be collectors, the
Knole Cottage show is a learning experience.

Ploase turn to Page 4
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Mary Silber, coordinator of the quilt
show at Meadow Brook Hall, standa in
the entryway to Knole Cottage where
her personal collection of czib and doll
quilts is displayed. On the wall is one of
the treasures of her collection, “Delect.
able Mountains,” 1820-1840.,

Rubiners celebrate 20 years with new location

By Corinne Abatt
statf writer

Carole and Allen Rublner, gallery
ownets, are starting thelr 20th year
in business at a brand new location
in West Bloomfield. Thelr gallery
and framing business had been lo-
cated In Royal Oak for many years,

For the official openlng of the
new gallery at 7001 Orchard Lake,
just south of Maple, 6:30-9:30 p.m.,

esday, Sept. 13, they will have an
exhlbit of gallery regulars both old
and new,

Some of the new opes are West
Coast artists whom the Rubiners

have discovered on trips to that re--

glon. The most recent was this sum-

mer when they toured the wine |

country of northern Callfornia, at-
tended exhibitions, visited museums

and many artlsts studlos,

SOME OF the large pots In the
gallery which bave the soft, dull
look of rakv, are actually Incredibly
Light stoneware with porcelaln chips
by Blll Eills of Callfornla.

.The craft section which the Ru-
biners opened In their other gallery
several years ago 1s also included in
the new locatlon.

Among the regulars represented
In the opening show who have been
In the Rublner stable for many
years are painters William House,
Aviva Robinson, Fritz Mayhew,

Jeanne Tennant, Marjorie Hecht
Simon and Nancy Thayer,

Mrs. Rubiner, a trained artist, re-
called that their friendship with
House, a palnter from Grosse Polnte
and member of the faculty of Center *
for Creatlve Studies, began when

Carole and Alien Rubliner, right, discovered that ‘a new location

was like ashot of adrenalin. The

and design sre sleek and

Space )
oontemporary with.a lot of natural light. lilustrated above Is the

interesting use of ford

{n what was originally a single

room. The Rubiners will osiehirate the new location and the

day; open to the public.

beginning of their 20th ynrlv!lh a mm ENL reception ‘rfnn-r s ’_

she showed her palntings in his gal-
lery, Now, with the roles reversed,
the friendship continues,

S8HE SAID they have about the
same space as they did in Royal
Qak, but the arrangement ks consid-
erably different. Architect Ken
Newmann helped them plan the ar-
rangement of the exhlbit areas with-
in the large open central area.

Mra. Rubiner sald of the Sept. 13

openlng, “It will be more of a cele-
bration than anything else,” adding
there will be Hve music with many
of the artists present.

“The move,” she sald, "was a tre-
mendous shot of adrenalin for us. Tt
opens up new tdeas and new horl-
20m8."

Major shows planned for the com-
ing scason include: Nancy Thayer of

paper, October; Glen Michaels of
Troy, sculpture, November; and
Fritz Mayhew of

, December.

The gallery, open 10 a.m. to 5:30
pm. Tuesday-Friday and untll 5
p.m, Saturday, is at 7001 (on the east
side) Orchard Lake, just south of the
shopping center at Maple, West

on
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