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School chief hopeful d

By Tom Baer
staff writer

' The yellow buses are rolling again
pow that 10,500 Farmington-area
youngsters have somewhere to go
mornings and afternoons.

The Farmiogton 'Public Schools
opened !ts doors last week with approx-
Imately 500 fewer students to educate
than Jast l’le-‘“ at this ’umu. About 80
percent of Farmington's pupll popula-
ton rides buses to and from n:h‘:l, of-
ficlals have sajd,

Despite the steadtly declining earcll-
ment, a reality In most Detrolt-area
districts, Farmington Superintendent
Lew Schulman Ls optimistic about the
coming achool year.

‘"We had a very good opening,” sald
Schulman, who begins his elghth year
as Farmington's superintendent, “Our
projections in terms of enroliment are
pretty much on the money. The outlook
is for a very good school year.”

The drop In enroilment dldn't
surprise Schulman. “We aaticlpated
that,” he sald, ‘We've been loaing about

The busea are back on the road w

o

hich is a sure [ndication that

school is in and summer vacation Is out. More than 10,000 Farming-

Kind of boring, they say

stems
from the fact that the district won't be

espite fewer students

500 or 600 kids every year,

"“The drop in enrcllment {n our ele-
mentary schools has leveled off. Now
1t's starting to hit the junior and senior
high schools.” .

The Farmington District bas an op-
erating budget of $44,319,000 and ley-
1e333.7 mills. Voters In the district will
ba asked to renew five mills in a spe-
clal electlon :gl for Sept. 20, a Tuesday.

+hit by a teachers' strike. The teachers'
unlon agreed to a one-year extension of
llt:a?mtnvt. which now expires July 1,

ages

ways of more effectively using school
property.

Recently approved by the board, the
task force is headed by Bill Prisk, an
nnx:ll:nnl superintendent, and Includes

Farmington's Board of Educatlon Is
g with lis &d- as well as people from
minlstrators and bus drivers, the achool eo;nmunny.
“We"fe&:uotlmng ':zlx.th tllhea: of mm' ,‘)";" is ”hli‘“f""'u‘l"‘“l!
groups,’ ulman sald, * at leas! roperty ln terms
everybody'son deck.” ture whether wo

PART OF Sch s optl
about the 1983-8¢ school year

new in the
District this year Is the Tazk Force on .
School Properties, which will study

ton School District students returned to the

RANOY BORST/stat pl Oﬂflﬂ
clasaroom last week,

Students rate sex ed class

By Dan Vecchionl
staff writer

It may take a larger vocabulary
these days to get through sex education
classes, but students in the Clarence-
ville School District don't seem to be
complalning.

The sex ed program was replaced in
Clarenceville a few years back by the
reproductive health and family plan-

ning program. Desplte the wordler
name, the new program Is basically the
old sex ed program with the addition of
birth control instruction,

In a receat district survey, 271 of the
295 students In last year’s program re-
sponded that they benefitted from thelr
partlclpation. But geiting them to
agres on the program’s positive points
was another story,

“It's good for you to learn — even if

it 1s boring,” one seventh grader re-
marked, ‘

“Fifth graders think they know it all,
They bave a lot to learn” a sixth
grader said {n recommending the pro-
gam be offered to future sixth
graders,

“You learn how you look on inside
and outside,” another sixth grader com-
mented.

THE NEW PROGRAM I3 patterned
under the bl in 1978

The task force will hold its first
meeting at 7 pm. on Thursday, Sept.

Twenty-five cents

185, at the District’s central office on
Sbiawassee Road. The public is invited

to attend,

Farmington also bas two new staff
positions — an elementary science con-
sultant and a part-time Engllsh writing
coordinator who will work with second-
ary students.

The bew positions were {mplemented
as a result of the board-approved Cur-
riculum Development Fund, which was
established “to encourage and stimu-

Pleasa turn to Page 4

Walled Lake
is just fine,
says report

By Patricia ng
Novi-Walled Lake Newa

'armington schools.
Farmington had about $58,000 state
equailzed valuation behind each pupil
to Walled Lake's $45,000 In 1981,

CURTIS VAN Voorbees, professor of
educational administration at the Uni-

districts,
'nepurpmeolthhre\;iewwuw
d the [

‘i1 were to send my
own children to one of
the two schools, |
would, without
hesitation, send them
to Walled Lake.’

— Curtls Van Voorhees

U of M professor

Teachiog staff in the two districts
was found to be “about equal® in traln-
Ing, degrees and experience, Farming-
ton, hawever, captured the advantage
In (1981) salarfes, which averaged
about $2,500 more per teacher,

Middlo schoo! and junior high school
curriculum also was found to be “about
equal,” but Walled Lake schools pulled
the advantage In element eurricu-
lum and a *distinct advantage® In high
school curricolum,

Van Voorhees described Farming-
ton's elementary program in 1981 as
“quite * except for a pro-

e
& transfer of Section 8 (of) the city of
F: Hills thy ed

by the state Board of Educatlon, ac-
cording to Patricla Vickery, adminis.
trative assistant for Instruction for the
Clarencevilla district, which Includes
portions of Livonis, Redford Township
and Farmington Hills,

The program Ls offered to Clarence-
Please turn to Page 4

Arson suspected in house

Officials are investigating a bi‘u
this nearly completed home In o

RANDY BORST/staft phot

oprapher

@ which leveled subdivisions of Farmington Hills.
ne of the newer

f i
By Joanne Msliszawski
stalf writer

y.
I were to send my own children to
one of the two echools, I would, withont
besitation, send them to Walied Lake,”
Van Voorhees sald.

"armington school distr
would facllitata the sale of home sites
in the subdivision.

But when the remits of the study
)| decided to dro)

Farmington Hills fire offlclals sus-
pect flammable llqulds were used to
start a fire early Thursday morning in
a house that was under construction In
the Meadowhllls subdivislon,

“Right now, it's classified as suspl-
cious,” sald Lt.. Richard Marinucel.
Samples from the house have been sent
to the Michigan State Police Crime Lab
In Northville to determine what caused
the fire.

Italo American Building Corp.,
which fire officials ‘say owncd the
house on Glenwlld, could not be
reached for comment. But Marinucc|

when people interested In purchasing a
1ot In Country Ridge Estates aak about
the schools, he shows them a copy of
the professor’s report.

school districts,
“I have been unable to justlfy the
property shift,” be sald.

gram for the gifted. Walled Lake, on
the other hand, *bas a strong basic pro-
gram,” but Includes strong programs in
art, musie, outdoor education and ex-
change student programs, Van
Voorhees zald,

On the high school level, the profes-
sor reporied “Walled Lake has a dis-
Uoctly broader curriculum In. nearly

every area.

“While I examined many areas —
leadership included — I was unable to
prove that Farmington schools were
better than Walled Lake schools.

“I have been a teacher In grades 7-
12, a funior high and high school princi-
pal, a counselor and head of testing K-
12, and a college professor. If I were to
send my own children to one of the two
achools, I would, without hesitation,
send them to Walled Lake,”

BRODY SAID be thought the profes-
30r's report was favorable to both
school districts. But because it did not
clearly favor Farmington, he decided
to dizmlss the noticn of requesting Sec-
ton 6 be transferred to Farmington,

One year after Brody dropped the

Please turn to Page 4
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what’s inside

sald the bullder estl; the house
. suffercd $50,000 worth of damage.
Nelghbors n the unfinished subdivi.

[l . tlon near Halsted and Nine Mite called

the five department at about 5:30 a.m.,
Marinuect said. The house had been

. burning about a half hour before fire.

{lghters arrived at the scene, he said,
+ “By the time we got there it was a
glant ball of flames,” Marinucet said,
“There was nothing standing.”

e ‘house was "at'a prelty good
stage of construction” with the roof
and walls already up, and plumbing

. and electrical units installed.

Twenty firefighters from stations
one and three responded to the fire
with five pleces of equipment. The fire
was out within a half hour after fire
ﬂghnrﬁ-n arrived on the scene, Marinue-
o .
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