County scales down party for GM

By Kathy Parrish
statf writer

When Ozkland County marked its
150th birthday, General Motors helped
put on the party,

GM's sesquicentennial contributions
ineluded an appearance by Mizs Ameri-
ca and & soap box derby.

In turn, Oakland County intends to
Ppay respects as Its largest corporate
taxpayer turns 75, But the glft won't be
aa big as expected,

Instead of an $8,000 celebration, the
controveralal package is now expected
fo cost $1,000, And It will come out of
the county exccutive’s budget instead
of the commisslon’s,

“WE'VE DECIDED IT will be en-
Urely a people’s celebration, that any-
one can take part In,” said Joan New-
by, the county’s directar of community
and minority affairs,

]"Wc think [t's a bit more respons|.

o

The birthday party controversy
started two weeks ago when the com-
mission finance i

velopment Corporation's annual meet-

> 8 new car display at the county
complex, a downtown Pontlac sidewalk
sale and a celebrity softball game.

THERE WERE two blg cost items —
a Pontiac mayor's luncheon and a re-
ception for management, labor and
politiclans. The $8,000 birthday party
would have come out of the county’s
1983 contingency account.

Presented (o the board Thursday, the
resolution was Intended as a way for
the Oakland County Board of Commls-
sloners and the county executive to
“Join in the observance of GM's 75th
anniversary and to give proper recog-
nition to thelr leadership role in the

pp 7-
4 an executive plan to spend $8,000 on
GM 75th annlversary activitles, Start-
lug Fridoy, events” will take place
around the country to mark the 1908
blrth of General Motors, .
‘The proposal included a celebration
run, GM speaker at the Economlc De-

p of kigh tech industry, in this
arca as part of the economic develop-
ment program of Qakland County and,
also, to show our appreciation for the
Industry’s 75 years of providing em-
ployment to our cltizens.”

"WE WANTED TO express Lhe grat-

Itude of Lhe city and county for what
GM has been and will be to us,” sald
Deputy County Executive Patrick M.
Nowak, who sald the car company an-
noally pays $29 million in Oakland
County property taxes.

“We've been able to do a lot of things
in Oakland County because an industry
the size of General Motors made that
possible. They're good corporate neigh-
bors."”

AFTER PRESENTING the proposal
to the Oakland County Board of Com-
missioners Thursday, {lnance chalrman
Commlssioner G, Willlam Caddell, R-
Walled Lake, asked that it be referred
back to the county executive and paid
for out of his budget.

But Commissioner Dennis Aaron, D-
Oak Park, objected o the proposal
belng “tucked Into somcone's back
pocket.”

He sald he recelved many com.
plalnts from constituents upsct about
spending {axpayers’ money for the
birthday. He cited calls from o woman
who works at Crowley-Milner Co., also
celebrating its 75th birthday, And o
woman who pald taxes for 83 years and
“'wanted to know if she's entltled to a
Twlnkle.”

“LET'S STAND UP and represent
the people who elected us to be here
today,” Aaron sald flrmly.

“We should tell the county executive
we don't approve of spending taxpay-
ers’ money for birthday cake, ball-
garnes or other frivolity when there are
80 many other needs.”

Commissioner James Doyon, D-Mad-
1son Helghts, went door to door fn his
district and polled 2,000 residents on
the issue, He zald he found 10 support
for the expenditure, which be called
“tomfoolery.”

“LAST WINTER, THE people of
Pontlac — named after a GM divislon
~ had serious hunger problems, and I
didn’t sce Oakland County reach out
hands to them," Doyon said,

“There are people in my dlstrict
suriving on less than $8,000 a year.”
Saying thal the proposal was put to-
gether in a hurry, Commissloner Alex-
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ander Perlnoff, D- asked
that it be referred to a to

see if 1t 1 possible to “do honor to a
great corporation and a taxpayer with-
out spending $8,000. Maybe we could
offer just services.”

WITH A 17-6 vole, the commlssion-
ers sent the proposal back to the county
executive's office, where It was
trimmed, The Oakland County celebra-
tion wlll start Thursday, Sept. 15, with
a birthday party and vehicle presenta-
tion in the service center.
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CHECK US OUT!

Introducing the new jewelry
collection by Yves Salnt
Lourent, as dramatic as his
fashions. To him jewelry is
more than just an accessory.
It's o personal statement, a
mood, on essential element
of the total fashion look. With
bold lines. geometric patterns
and shapes, and vivid colors
against rich black and briliont
golden tones, they create o
new dimension in jewslry. Just
a few pieces are shown,
4-heart pendant, $65. Splat-
tered heart pendant, $40.




