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organization of this year's festival, '
*We do not care to see such annual

{)hrlef booky-tonk events destroying
e

By Joanne Maliszewski
oteff writer 'We do not care to sse

Calllng the 1998 Founder’s Festivat ~ 84Ch annual brief
;“m umgrm diucﬁ; some Dow;!nwn . honky-tonk events

o ; !

they want the annual cclebration dis.  9680r0ying the
continued unless it ia Lmproved to the established
xﬂmb:;g’lvt.hl:mth and Plym- aliractiveness and

“In summary, this annual evest has reputation of our
de:;lg‘r;led “{1 a p:ll?t !:here ithas a downtown area.’
pol pegative ‘ect on our year-
round sales rather than improving — Merchants’ pstition
our h g unities,”
claimed the 26 downtown merchants,
employees ang customers who signed ANOTHER MERCHANT on the
a petition opposiog the characterand  east side of the mall, who preferred

to remaln anonymous but who signed
the petition, claimed “poor organiza-
tion” as the cause for mﬁ( the

reputation of our downtown area.”

Lori Vincent, the petition's author
m& ‘:dm of mef:ry One ,
pol specifically to the organira- .
tion of food and craft booths, as wejl.
as traffic patterns In the 's park-’
ing lot, as seriously alfecting the basi-
ness of shopa on the east side of the
Downtown Ceater during
the festival.

“People completely by-passed this
m. There was no {oot traffic,” she

P a drop in
business that weekend as compared
to past years during the festival.

‘We have to polnt a finger at poor
festival planning and organization
the ponrce of the problem,”.

to the mérchanty’ petiti

tdoor shopping center, Vin-

 cent sald tho festival "has gotten
steadily worse.”

“T had custotners whao sald it looks

real trashy, It looks fust like & carni-

val,” Vincent sald. “Cuntomers say

‘Honky tonk’ !
label tagged
to festival

Farmington Founders® Fastival,

they avold the downtown area during
the festival.”

Besldes moving tha booths to the
southern portion of the shopping cen-
ter, away from the east side row of

-shops, most of the booths offered
Qo‘c!l,u‘with only a few booths featuring

“You've "got averybody. choking
osich otber ot said ong t. “f

ubdersiand the (festival) . commities .
beeds (0 rriaks. money, But all there

was to do over there was eat”
Looking at the hodge-podge of
booths, Vincent said, it appears the
festlval commlttee allowed anyone to
sell what they chose, as loog as they
could pay the fec for setting up a

Some [ocal downtown morchants have passed around a

booth,

“There were idential food booths

alde-by-side,” she claimed. “I don't
know any locger what's the point of
having & festival. Who Ls the festival

tryinglobenefit?” )
ALTHOUGH ROB  Falls, the
P Foundet’s Festival com-
K not, be

mhi oo
and

plaints about the quality of the 1983
celebratlon.

But Soronen added, “We bad no one
on the (festlval) committes that had
worked on th >

R RANDY BORST/s1an ww
petition objecting to what they claim is the honky-tonk appearance of the

gust with this year’s tacky and disor.
ganlzed affair,”

While Vincent polnts the finger at
festival committee members for the

before.

Although both the merchants and
chamber officialy agree the festival
waa started 19 years ago to help boost
- vetall sales during the slow summer
months, ts now claim the fes-
{ival does just the opposlte. - -
4, .. the clzss and quality of each
festival has become lesy

the who are

nd,” Soronen ald,
adding that other festival committee
+ members have received verbal com-

our cutrent and potential customers,”
merchants-said [n the petition. “Spe-
cifically, some of our regular custom-
ers bave already Indlcated thelr dis-

special sale,” Vincentsald, . = °
‘The only solutlon Vincent can offer

18 a big meeting to determine whether

the festival should contlnue. If the

festival is to continue, she said,

“they're golng to have start from

scratch — a total overhaul of how it's
ganlzed

ory

.Repliblicalis launch drive

By Tom Basr

Tha' ilepubnc'am' proposals ‘‘are
ofa

staff writer
~

To the flood of studles — beginning
with the Nationa! Commission on Ex-
cellence in Education's highly eritical
report last apring — calling for reform
of American education, add one au.
thored by Michigan's House and Senate
Republicans.

Insued last week, the Republicany'

gram that sets tougher cnxﬁmnumm
certification standards for students and
teachers and dedicates the revemue
{rom the first 1,5 percent of the income
tax rate to the K-12 system to provide
adequate fundlng for a system of excel-
lence,” the statement continned.
Brotherton, who Serves on a task

Teport calls for Y

tests for all new teachers and graduat- -

Ing high school seniors and a pew state

ald funding formula to add some $420

milllon to the state’s kindergarten-

through-12th-grade (K-12) education
tem.

syxi

“Children have the right to a decent
education and they have the right to be
taught by a teacher competent in the
subject area,” sald a statement fssued
by the office of state Rep. Sandy
Brotherton (R-Farmington),

{force which spent “months of study” on
stata education, sald, we're
trylng to respond to some of the prob-
Jems that the (federal) report outlined.”
THE MONEY - the addltional $420
million in state ald that's earmarked
::: education — wmﬂ‘: coma “out of
same pot we now bave,” according
1o Brotherton.
“But 1t mean fewer dollars for
other things " he admitted.
“One of two things has to happen,”
Brotherton continued. “Either some of
these other areas of state government

are going to have to sulfer. . . havea
lower priority, or we're golng to have
to ralse more money.
“It (the money for education) might
come out of the declining welfare dol-
28 the economy improves.”
In additlon to competency tests, the
program addresses certification stand-
ards for teachers, efft 1

to improve education

time and tescher preparation pro-
grama.

The.program, according to Brother-
ton, seeks to ensure that children with
weak akills are {dentified as early as
posaible and that the people who are
teaching them aro the most capable,
best educated teachers possible.

Faxon faces discrimination suit

By Carol Azizian

" staff writer

's present re-

directors of the Lycee International
ber job, Sehool officials re.

The former administrator of a
French-English school in Southfield has
flled a lawsuit against state Sen. Jack
Faxon, charging him with sex diseri
mation and breach of promise,

Marlynn Levin of Birmingham said
that Faxon, D-Farmington Hills, and

Millage vote is Tuesday

1 past school elections in the Farm-
Ingtots Diatrict are any Indication, the
precinct workers had better remember
1o take a good book or some knitting to -
the polling placea for Tuesday’s special
election to renew five mills for 10
years. .
There should be plenty of time for .
reading or other lelsure activitles aloag
with guiding a few voters in and out of
tha booths,

"We've been getting only 1,000 or
1200 people votlng in the few
elections,” sald R, Scott Bacon, the ad-
ministrative asistant for the district,
which contains approximately §6,000
voters,

Added William Prisk, the district’s
anlstant superintendent for finances
and services, ‘T have to reason to be-
leve it'll 'be any other way (in Tues.
day’s election).” -

oral quarrel

—_— ]

Slim turmouts in school millage elec-
tlons usually mean passage since only
the “yes” people bother to vote. Still,
Prisk Is concerned about the flve mllls,
which represent $5,000,480 of the dis-
trict's $44,319,000 operating budget.

“We need these flve mills,” he sald.
“I'm always concerned about millage

lections, hoping they'll be favorable
for the district.” «

Ploasa turn to Page 3

placed her with a when
French board members complained
about an American woman running the
school, she sald.

“Sen. Faxon told me that the French
were used to having male administra-
tors,” Levin sald. “He also told me the
board members didn’t want me there,
becauzs [ was pot French.”

Levin claimed that American par-
ents were reluctant to fight the decl-
slon because they “don’t make financial
contributions to the achool.”.

‘The bilingual ackool Is subeldized by
the French-government-owned Renault
USA Ine. Many French-speaking chil-
dren of Renault emplogees who live in
tha Detroit area at the school. Ly-
ceo’s 10-inember board is kalf French
and half American.

Levin sald the board had no "sound”
Teason for ousting her. '

*THEY HAD NO basis for judg-
ment,® she sald. I never even met with
the board. ‘Only one French board

what’s inside

hgh school stz ©

Be true to your school
and tell the world why

L
What kigh school 6o you thisk is best
wiy?

rected at Farmington-area high school
students, Is; - :

asd
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REAL ESTATE

s

OBSIAVER & RECCENTRIC'S
THUR

quirements — a single clasy in clvics
= arc among the lowest In the patlon,
The state is one of only four without
periodic teacher preparation program
approval and one of only 12 that have
taken no action In the area of teacher
competency.

IN ADDITION to the above points,
the program calls for:

member ever saw me work, and she
wrote a letter supporting me.”

Faxon dealed the allegations, clatm-
Ing Levin was “Just seeking publicity,”

He salid Levin's job was climinated
because the school couldn't afford to
keep her when It declded to hire a full-
time assistant to the headmaster. Lev-
in's job as education coordinator for
the American section was part time,

While Levin didn't speak French,
Jean Francols Genay, the new asslstant
to the headmaster, has an extensive

Hammer

# Extending the school year, from
900 hours to 1,140 hours by the 1988-89
school year, .

® Establishing instructionat audits
of every school butlding.

® Mandating an intensive study of
average dally attendance in all schools.

Ploase turn to Page 4

background In bllingual education,
Fazxon sald. Genay taught at the United
Natlons School for 10 years and was
principal at the Lycee Francalse In
New York.

Levin countered that Faxon never
mentioned her lack of French would be
a problem when he hired her.

Levin is asking for damages exceed-
ing 310,000, relnstatement and back
pay. The sult was assigned to Judge
Henry Szymanskl of Wayne Couaty Clr-
cuit Court.

assault

is investigated

By Joanne Maliszewskl
statf writer

A Farmington Hills resident's condi-
tion is Improving at Botsford General
Hospltal one week'after he was beaten
with a hammer,

Raymond S. Ducher, 38, of Fairmont

‘Apartments was taken {o Botsford late

Sept. 9 shortly after an assailant struck
him in the head with a hamumer, Farm-

. Ington Hlits police sald,

Ducher managed to crawl from a
storage room In his apariment, where
the attack took place, to the living
room, where he called pollce, Ducher
owns a gas statlon at Five Mile and
Inkster roads.n Redford Township.

Arralgped in 47th District Court on &
chargs of assault with intent to commit
murder was Jonathan Marchwinskl, 28,
of Westland.

JUDGE MICHAEL Hand set bond at

the charge is scheduled for Wednesday, |
Sept. 21, Conviction on the charge car-
ries a mazimum penalty of life impris-
onment. .

Marchwinski was arvested Sept. 1T
after he was apprehended by Inkster
police. Farmington Hills police had
contacted the Inkster Pollce Depart-
ment after they recelved a call from &
woman saying Marchwinski could be
found at ar Inkster motel. .

Ducher told police he had arrived
home from vacation earlier on Sept. 9;
stopped at his gas station and was gly-
en a ride to hls apartment by ao em-
ployee. While unpacking his luggage,
Ducher told police, k¢ was struck from
bekind In the back of his head as he was
bending down in the storage room. The
assailant strock Ducher several
police sald. Ducher told pollce he man.
aged to stop his assallant from 3
him by jabblng the attacker in the eyes,

Mlg:gh he could {dentify his assal).
ant, er Lold police he bad no idea
why he was attacked.




