By Kathy Parsish But SEMTA also Is 1o retaln
statf wriler the greatest &mmltomnue w:{le
malotaining the most service poesible.

Every day, 128 park  So.low-] s routes lke

their cara In a Rochester mall and  must g0,

leave the driving to Southeastern Mich-

:nu A‘l;ranlportnllon Authority “NO ROUTE brings us back 100 per-
Next month, though, those bus riders  C2it- The question 1s how big the sutel-

probably will be behind the wheel fn 33" explained Lyselt, SEMTA's mana-

bumper-to-bumper traffle on I-75,

For most of the area's 42,000 bus and
traln commuters, proposed SEMTA
cuts would mean longer walks to trans.
It, fewer cholces of buses and a more
crowded ride to work.

BUT THERE won't be buses at all
{or north Oakland County residents to
squeeze onto, With the exception of a
gapuln Oxford-Lake Orion connector

us, all service north of Pontlac and
Troy would disappear.

“In southern‘Oakland, all the service
would remaie, but it would diminish,”
sald SEMTA staffer Lori Lysett follow-
ing a meeting Monday with Oakland
County officlals,

“But we won't be able to serve the
tural areas,”

Trying to offset a $18-million deflolt,
SEMTA officials have drawn up a plan
which would eliminate the commuter
train from Pootinc to Detroit, cut the
number of large buses from 267 to 188,
and reduce small buses from 148 to 98,

SEMTA, a seven-county operating
authority, had sought approval of the
Michigan Legislature to place a tax
proposal on the ballot. Legislators,
fearing voters' wrath at any tax pro-
posals, so far haven't acted,

ger of schedules, service evalution and
communications,

She sald cost per mile and cost
passenger were cut conslderations,

‘"Rochester i3 one of the most expen-
alve routes because of the total number
of mlles the buses travel and number of
passengers cartied.” .

Presently three Rochester buses car-
Ty 123 passengers dally — the second
lowest oumber riding any Oakland
County route, Riders meet the bus at
Great Oaks Mall, My

BEMTA PUBLIC affalrs manager
wldelt:er told Cakland Mm::ll;
the t-tightening measures - wi
maintain a balanced budget both this
fiscal year end next, .
m"lt seems more Juwublewt; mm

e necessary cuts now raf
come back in another six months and
make more,” bo sald.

While the cuts are the third in less
than three years 'for the autbority,
Melcher asked them not to despair,

Ing shop o raag o he L o0

shop or g out the on
public transit In Michigan, We're here
to stay and are golng to be back blgger
and better than ever.,”

er,

Melcher said SEMTA still is working

hard to get the Legistalure to approve

& tax proposal benefitting transporta-

tion. The authority hopes to get the is-
sue before voters by April.

lage Mall and Winchester Malls in
Avon Township,

Lysett sald Rochester buses attract-
ed twice as many riders last year. But
previous cuts caused many people to
switeh over to van pools run by
Southeastern Michigan Councl of Gov-
ernments (SEMCOG).

“Van pools are very popular there,
and people reacted very strongy (o ser-
;"l“c:‘ redocatlons a year ago,” Lysett

. ALSO ELIMINATED would be sev-
eral other routes which SEMTA offl-
g&b say are accessible through other

uses.
Slated lor elimination in Oaklaod
County are: Roule 425 Northland-Oak-

land Mall; Route 490 Campbell Road,
Rochester Road

SEMTA WILL hold a public hearing Royal Ozk; Route 499

on the proposed cuts at 10:30 2.m, Mon-  between Universal Mall and Oaklasd
day In the Veterans Memorial Bullding,  Mall; Routs 840, Park & Ride Ryan-De-
Jelferson cast of Woodward in Detroit, quindre; Route 842 Park & Ride Ro-
The 15 SEMTA board members will  chester; Route 850 Park & Ride which
vote on the issue at 1 p.m. Tuesday In  runs from Maple and roads io
the offices In De- B to Northland, the New
troft. Ceater to downtown Detrolt.

Concern over reduced service
prompted SEMTA ataffers to hold spe-
clal county meetings with local offi-
clala to detail route changes.

During a meellng Monday with a
dozen Oakland officlols In Southfield
Parks and Recreation Bullding, Eysett
sald goals are to provide seven-days-a-
week service and malntain a balanced

. reglional system.

Running reduced service wonld be:

. Route 410 Southfield; Route 440 Maple-

Telegraph; Route 450 Pontiac; Route
480 Somerset; Routes 445, 455 and 485
Woodward Limiteds; Route 470 Berk-
ley, Route 480 Northland-Orchard
Mall; Route 485 Middlebelt-Detrolt;
Route 494 Hazel Park Race Track;
Route 495 Jobn R; Route 750 Pontlac
Arrow; and Route 851 Park & Ride.

CALL
646-

we're making cuts to
handle whatever comes up before
we're able to go to the voters, We're
battening down Lhe hatches."

COUNTY COMMISSIONER Law-
rence R. Pernlck, D-Southfleld, said
there must be more cooperation be-
tween SEMTA and the Detroit Depart-

ment of Transpertation (D-DOT).
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SEMTA battens _dbwn hatches in north Oak_l.and N

The sound of coins dropping into the farebox at
Winchester Mall in Avon Township willbe a thing
of the past I proposed SEMTA culs are made.
Belng eliminated are three morning and three af-

“People keep Irying to resolve this,
but wezco the system falllng apart be-
cause of provinciallsm. We're not going
to be able to fight for tax lncreases un-
til people realize there’s got to be more

efficiency bullt Into the system,” Per-
nick sald.

“And we've also got to do the job in
‘Washington. We just don't bave the re-
sources and are sendlng too much mon-

—

1sff pholo by DAVID FRANK

ternoon Rerk & Ride bus routes which also in-
clude Great Oanks Mall and MeadowBrook Village
Mall. .

ey to Washington that just disappears.
“1 Just don't 'see us coming up with

the resources whether it's on the ballot

or not. We're golng to nced federal

Woodland Medical Conter
22341 8 Mile Rdl., Detron. Michigan
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Woodland — Novi

41935 W 12 Mite Rd., Now, Michigan

Gardan City Medlcal Canter .
6033 Middlebelt, Garden City, Michigan

Now,

Memorlat Madical Center
36300 Van Oyke Sterling His , Michigan

Wiitiam Beaumont —Forndale
911 E. 9 Mile Ad , Ferndale. Michigan

Woodland —Llvonln
29320 Plymouth Rd., Livonio, Michigan

Associated Physiclans
24555 Haig, Tayfor, Mictugan

Midwost Health Contor, PC.
5050 Schacter, Dearborn, Michigan

Beaumont — Troy Family Practice Center
44199 Dequindre, Troy, Michigan

good health
is even closer to home.

help.

Independence Health Plan introduces
two ncw medical centers to serve you better.

Health Plan.

Now, with nine conveniently |
located health care centers and
twelve afiliated hospitals, the time
\ was never better to switeh your
insurance coverage to Independence

ance co-payments, yvou may never
pay a medical bill again,

Each of our health carc centers
1s fully cquipped with the most
advauced medical equipment and
staffed with a broad range of physi-

known hospitals in the community
and will provide complete, in-depth
medical coveruge not excecded by
any other plan. 3

Ask your personnel dircetor
about hidependence Health Plan or

call ws dircet for our free brochure.,
Remember, if you have 10 get sick
before you can use your current
medical insurance
We've got two new reasons to say..,
Bye, Bye Blues.

<luns and other specialists. Most
of our centers have X-ray, luborato-
rics, pharmacics and other medical
services right on the premiscs. But
il more extensive medical care {s

Independence covers your medical
expenses In time of fllness and {n
health, including such benefits as
office calls, periodic check ups, in-
. oculatfons and other precautionary
I"'Y an serabics doss, mecasurces at no added expense, In required, Independence Health

wim In our spacious fuct, with no deductibles or insur- — Plan is affiliated with the most well
Indoor pool, dine, elax .

xR SNQ. INDEPENDENCE
HEALTH PLAN

8290
NOW

¢ jon Nautilus...yours
oty FREE for o day.

* Call 646-8990 now
+ for your complimentary
ivisit. You'l love It. \
. l
Northland Towers Enst, Suite 600, 15565 Northland Drlve, Southfleld, Michigan 38075 o (3133) 552-9390.

Onklund Connty Emplayces

Sept. 12 through Sepe. 28

Covenge effective (e, 1

Rockwell Internutionnl Employees
Sepr. 12 through Sepr. 23

Covenngge effective Ot 1

State of Michlgan Employces
Sept. 1 through Sept. 30
Covemge effective Oct, 8
Detrolt Edison Employees
Aug. 17 trongh Sept. 16
Coveruge effective Oct, 1

Southfield's luxudous
Jothletic and sodal dub
X Southlleld Road

etween 12 & 13 Mle Rds)

Opcn Enrollment For:

General Motors Corp. Employees
Sept. 1 through Seprt. 16
Coverage effective Oct, 1
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