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A former

Miss America
‘reminisces

on a night

14 years ago

By Victoria Dlaz
spoclal writer

Like a lot of us this Saturday night,
Pamela Anne Eldred Levey will be
watching the Miss America Pageant on
television. Unlike the rest of us, howey-
er, as she watches she'l] be reliving the
night 14 years ago when, as a 21-year-
old Mercy College student from West
Bloomfleld, she was crowned Miss

erica,
With family and friends In the large,
Tudor-styla home in Farmington Hills

where she lives with busband and
daughter, Hilary, 8, the former Miss
America will probably shed some tears
when the new Miss America, Is

, crowned, 50 vividly does she still re-
member her big moment.

“I watch the pageant every year,”
she says. “And when I sec the winner
walk down the runway, I atill get chills
because I remember what a wonderful
thrill that was. I'll never forget that ex-
perience.”

Stll, abe claims she's thankful It's all

d her,

“Ithought being Miss America was a
marvelous experience and an educa.
tion in itself,” says the slim-s-ever
Levey, now 35. “But I felt an awful lot
of pressure ay Miss America, I knew
that any girl in Atlantlc City could
have won — you know, a different set
of judges, a dlfferent winger. So, [ felt
as though I had to be perfect.”

LEVEY SAYS her drive “to be per-
fect" didn’t end when she stepped down
83 Mlss America, but persisted for sev-
eral years after,

Duri.nhxr.hoaeyund .lheurned' Mnde
gree in speech and drama from Mercy
College,  modelled, did commercials
and promotional work, ‘:ulu:&l nvﬁ
guest appearances on television
shows, studled acting In New York, and
went to Europa as part of a USO show,

still convinced that she always should
Hoa."

. look and act “like Miss Ame;

. "Nog. looking back, rq’:g‘l;e Iputa
ot of that pressure on m trying to
live up to that perfect ideal I had of
Mizs America,

“The night I won, I remember think-
ing, ‘How could this have happened?

How could I have won? Mias America *

18 supposed to be perfect.
“Afterwards, sometimes I'd thiok,
‘Why did this happen to me? *

Levey clalms she's-changed drasti.

cally since then; that with maturity
ahe's becotne more accopting and com-
fortable with b 3 T

“Now, I kniow I'n not going to satiafy
everybody,” she zays. “I know not ev-
erybody’s going to like me and I can
live with that and accept it. ‘Now, I
don't always have to jock wonderful,
and that's a wonderful feellng.

*These days, I'm just trying to im-
prove mysell as a human befng.”

IN 1976 she married Jules Levey, a
Detrolt-area surgeon, and the couple
spent the first year of their marriage in
Korea, where he was stationed with the
US. Army. Upon returning to Michl-
gwi they settled in Farmington Hills in
1978,

Levey atill pursues an Ioterest {n bal-
let (her on-stage talent in Atlantic

City), and Is working towards & degree

in dietetics at Oakland Communlty Col-
lege. In addltion, she recently received
a state license ln cosmetology and elec-
trolysis and Is studying to become a LI
censed skin care spectallst, .

“Ispend most of my time these days
golng to classes and taking care of Hi~
lary,” she says.

“With the belp of a decorator, I deco-
rated the houze. But I'm not a Bourmet
cook and, If T can get out of cleaning
the house, I will. But I've

wanted to slay home with my daughter, .

and I feel very fortunate we're finan-

Pamela Eldred Levey (at right) i

ago when she took the title of Miss A

'1;; B l @

lim today as she was 14 years
merica, At the lime she was a

of West

clally able to have me do that.

“I'think I'd like to work eventually,
But not until she's at least In flrst
grade, Then, I'll probably feel comfort-
able about it.”

How would she feel about her daugh-
ter someday competing for the Miss
America crown?

“1 think she would be in a no-win po-
aition,” she says., “If she lost, people
would 3ay she lost because her mother
was Misa America and it would have
looked funny if she had won, And I
think If she won they might say she won
because her mother was Miss America.

LEVEY SAYS she's not been back to
the pageant since she passed the Mlss
America crown on to Texas’ Phyllis
Georgo In 1970, She was Invited back
this year to help commemorate Tonl's
25th annlversary as a scholarship spon-
sor, but turned down the Invitatlon be-
cause the date conflicted with plans to
enroll her daughter In nursery school.

She did serve as a judge this year at
the Miss Michigan Pagcant In
Muskegon, however, along with Mon-
;axue’s Nancy Fleming, Miss America

61,

id and a

at Mercy College. Today

. shelsaFar
is pursulng a degree In distetics. .

‘Now 1 know I'm not going to satisfy
everybody. | know now everybody’s not
going to like me and I can live with that
and accept it. Now I don’t always have
to look wondertul, and that’s a

wonderful feeling.’

' — Pamela Eldred Levey

Miss America 1970

In Levey's oplalon, Mlss Amerlca
have changed
in recent years.
“Contestants are generally older,”
she says. “And I think there are girls
who really make a study of the

‘pageant. The current Mlss America,

Debble Maffett — I believe she sald
she had competed 25 times In different
pageants till she flnally became Miss
America."

Malfett, 28, representing Callfornia,

is the oldest Miss America in the
pageant’s 62-year history,

“There are some girls who go to At-
lantic Clty who spend $20,000 on com-
petition clothes. When I competed, be-
tleve me, we dldn’t spend $20,000,

“I think it's become like a buslness
with them. And I'm not sure If it's the

, mother i_o 3-y d Hilary and

same all-American-girl-next-door type
of thing it used to be.”

REMEBERING the days when fem-
Inists staged demonstrations and pick-
eted appearances she made as Miss
Ametica, Levey says, “I'm sure they
wouldn't do now what they dld then,

“And, aithough I've never categor-
ized myself 2s a femlnist, that doesn’t
mean I don't agree with thelr princi-
ples,” she adds, :

“I don't think there should be any
limits because someone is a girt or bay
Or & man or a woman. You should go
for what you want. I chose my interests
and many feminlsts are against what 1
dld. But that’s where my interests were
and that's what I wanted to do,

“I was eriticized for it then, of
course. And, at that time, it bothered
me.

“Now, Jt doesn't bother me any-
more.”
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As Mrs, Jules Lavey, the former Miss Americs received a state

license to
toward b a

gy and

ysls, 9
as weoll as toward

g okin care sp
& degres in diotetics from Oakland Community Collsge. But she
says she will walt until her preschooler Is In firat grade bafore she

seriously considers taking a job.




