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and bewildered by the mysterious disap-
pearance of one of their clazsmates, 16-
year-old Christopher Jedra,

They cling to an ever-thinning thread of
hope that be and his camping companlon,
Joseph Gutlerrez, 15, are alive. But, reallst-
ically, they fear the worst with each pass.
ing day the youths remain mirsing.

The two Detroit teens disappeared two
weeka ago from a forest campsite pear
Alpena and near the Thunder Bay summer
home of Jedra's parents, who sald the boys
had planned the camping trip for one year.

Jedra had carmped and hunted In the area
with his father Thaddeus, 38, frequently in
the past.

The boys were last seen wearing cut-off
shorts and T-shirts, Thelr boots and sleep-
Ing bags were found rolled up at their camp
. site, indlealing they disappeared on the
. same day they were dropped ol

Christopher's dog, Rex, was tled to the
tent with an empty dog food can lylng on
the ground nearby.

POLICE THEORIZE that the boys may
elther have been victims of foul play or
drowned in an attempt to swim to an Wsland
in Lake Huron,

2aid she was shocked ¢o hear of Jedra’s dis-

appearance,

*The nows of his disappearance was so
surprising because he is a xmart kid who'
would not easity be taken In by a third par
ty and become the victlm of foul play as
some fear,” she sald. *I don't suspect foul
play, and I'm still hopeful that be Is still
around. I think they may bave just golten
lost and they may still be allve.”

Joe Gaslorek, a 18-year-0ld junlor from
Detrolt, also met Jedra in the langusge
class and became an after-school {riend,

“It (Jedra's disappearance) doesn't make
sense,” Gaslorek said. “He became [nvolved
in the Sea Cadets (through a Navy recrult-
meat program) this summer, and he had
learned some baslc survival-tralning tech-
riques, And he had gone on extended camp-
ing trips in the past 50 he had some experi-
ence as to how to handle bimself i a wil-
derness-type situation.

“I KNOW he obeyed orders and If his
parents had told him not to do something he
wouldn't have donc it. We would pal around
after school, and I know he was Into play.
Ing games like Dungeons and Dragens and

Tod Kiukowskl, a 16-year-old senior, also
1 1

met Jedra in the Polish
“I stil] can't belleve It,” he sald. “We
were all ke family In that class and It’s
hard walchlng the news reports about him
because it's Jike listening about a brother, T
don't belleve they just wandered off and
got lost and I fear a third party may be
responslble for his disappearance,

*I want to belleve he Is alive, but the
longer he is misalng, the less hopeful I am.
I always teased him about being short (in
height), but he bad a great sense of humor
and be took it well. He was easy going and
nultglng seemed to upset hlm,” Klukowskl
said,

Virginia Strzalka taught the Polish lap-
guage clas that Jedra completed last year
a3 a sophomore.

“I WAS very severe with him In my class
because I knew bis pareats were from Po-
land and that be spoke Polish at home,” she
sald. *I gave him a few Bs, but be recelved
mostly As and he's really an A student. Be-
cause our class was 80 small, we were a
very tight-knlt group.”
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“A charismatle conductor with a the-
atrical flale and daring [deas.”

That's how a west coast newspaper
described Yakov Krelzberg, the Livo-
alia youth symphony’s new conductor
and music director.

Recently re-
turned from the
Los Angles Phil-
harmonle Insti-
tute summer pro- §
gram, he replaces |
Donald Lewsader

who resigned this
summer.

Krelzberg, 28,
Is currently com- TR
pleting his docto- ~
ral program at Yakov Krefzberg
the University of  new director
Michigan. He Is a younger brother of
Semyon Bychkov, muste director of the
Grand Rapids Symph

week holding auditions for new mem-
bers in the three orchestras.

The new music dlrector began hls
musical studles at age 5 [n the Sovict
Unlon. At 15 he was studying privately
with Maestro ITya Musin of the Lenin-
grad Conservatory,

Ha contlnued his studles in New York
graduating with honors and recelving
bachelors and masters degrees in or-
chestra conducting from Mannes Cot-
lege of Music, While at Mannes, Krelz-
berg founded and conducted the
Mannes Chamber Orchestra, and
served as assistant conductor of the
Mannes Symphony Orchestra.

He recelved the Eugene Ormandy
p Award for O
Musiclanship and was named a Leon-
ard Bernsteln conducting fellow at
Tanglewood In Massachusetts, where -
he worked with Seljl Ozawa and-Erich

L d. f

phony and pril
guest conductor of the Bulfalo Phllhar-
monlc,
The Livonia Youth Symphony Soci-
ety attracts nearly 300 student-age mu-

As a fellow in the Intensive seven.
week Los Angeles Philharmonic Insti-
tute, Krelzberg studled with Leonard
Bernstein and Herbert Blomstedt

ed into the doctoral program [n orches-
tra and opera conducting at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, where he presently
scrves as assistant conductor of the
Unlversity Symphony Orchestras.

For more information about audi-
tlons and coneert schedules or the sock-
ety, call 937-2658 or 427-4069.
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