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Should you invest
in remodeling?

Is remodellng & heme a good In-
vestment?

Sometimes. If you and your family
want it badly enough, It's usually
worth dolng because you're Invest-
ing In your famlly's comfort, conven-
lence and enjoyment.

But remember that when It comes
to sell your home, you may not re-
coup the cost of the investment. Not
all alteratlons increase a home's
market value; some may actually
make the horme more diificult to sell.
Deociding to remodel should be a
matter of carefully welghing the pros
and the cons, according to Andersen
Corp. consultants,

On the pro side Is the fact that re-
modaeling Is often an attractive alter-
native to moving. That's because re-
modsling Is usually cheaper than re-
locating and less disruptive to the
family. An extra bath, another bed-
room or an updated kitchen can
transform an ordlnary house Into
something speclal and ralse Its mar-
ket value at the same time.

BUT SOME proJects are more like-
ly to attract prospective buyers than
others. Speclallzed alterations may
appesal only to a narrow group of
prospectivea buyers. A swimming
pool or a tennis court, for example,
may be a selling polnt only to those

who swim or play tennis.

Other improvements such as sau-
nas and high-tech video rooms may
be less desirable to the average
buyer than a modernized kitchen or
an extra bath.

Energy-saving Improvements are
always a sound investment, That's
because you and the next owner will
reap the flnancla! beneflts of re-
duced energy costs.

Other remodeling suggestions by
Andersen are:

® Betore bullding an addition,
conslder putting unused space to
work. Converting an attic, basement
or porch Into an extra room |s usual-
ly less costly than bullding a new
room.

® Try to tailor your project to
complement the nelghborhood's
profile. It three-badroom houses and
moderate price tags are the norm, a
four-bedroom house or one with
costly Improvements may be out of
place and difficult to sell.

® Avold spending too much to
make a showcase out of a house in a
deterlorating nelghborhood. Despite
your improvements, &n area's de-
cline Is llkely to cause a decline In
your home's seliing price. If the com-
munity seems ripe for revival, then
renovating could be profitahle,

GET READY FOR

PREPARE YOUR HOME
AND YARD FOR COLD WEATHER

It’s Time To Landscape

This Autumn!

Look at your plantings — Do they dwarf the house? Are they
bare and shabby and over-grown? If so, perhaps you need
re-landscaping. Our designers will give your home a new look to
fit your special needs — and your pocket book.

Professlonal Services:

Landesigns

548-7668
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