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With rising oll and gas prices, a lot
of attentlon has been focused on the
value of regularly servicing the home
heatlng unit.

But don’t averlook alr conditioning
maintenance Jobs, baecause the cost
of cooling a house can somatimes be
more expensive than the cost of
heating one.

Tuning up an air conditloner is an
easy do-It-yourself job that pays divi-
dends, according to Al Ubell, author
of an energy-saving guide. Now that
the weather has cooled down a bit
and the alr conditloner is not In con-
stant use, It's a good time to servie
your unit.

“The first thing to remember
about air conditloners [s that even
the maost efficlent are relatively ox-
pensive to operate," Ubell said.

“All air condltioners should be
sorviced ance a year. And that

means motors should be lubricated,
colls cloaned and filters changed.

“AIR CONDITIONERS operate as
heat %nd humidity extractors. They
draw warm, moist alr out of a room
or house, remove the heat and the
molsture and dissipate them oulside
the structure. Dirt will hinder the flow
of hol air and make the unit work
Ioiager. thus Increasing the energy
bitl”

Alr conditloner colls are heat ex-
changers. Interior colls absorb heat
and exterlor colls oxpel it.

“Dirt buildup on the colls hinders
both functions,” Ubell explainad.
“You can clean the external colls
with a damp rag or a solt brush and
then vacuum. You can hose down
the external colls while watering your
lawn or washlng your car."”

Before anything Is done with

Thursday, September 15, 1883 Fall Home tmprovement

Page {0}19

Time to tune up air conditioner

filters, Ubell cautioned It Is Important
that the unit be turned off and un-
plugged. Running fan blades are
dangerous. The filters In window
units should be cleaned or replaced
once a month durlng the coollng
season. Foam filters should be
washed in shampoo or In liquld de-
tergent, The washed filter may be re-
placed while it's still damp.

During the summer, filters In cen-
tral air condltioners should be
changed overy month. Most unlts
have a pair of lilters that sell for
about $1 each,

HERE ARE more money-saving
hints on alr conditloning.

& Try to place the Individual win-
dow unit on the north side of the
home or In the shade. if that's Im-
posslble, place an awning over the
unit. Less heat outside the house
makes it easler for the unit to dissi-
pato heat from the inslde.

® Take a look to see that no bugs
or rodents have taken up resldence.

® Keep furniture, drapes and
shrubbery away from the unit and
venls to assure proper air circula-
tion.

® Keep your home at 78 degrees.
Not only will you help save energy,
you'll save on your electric blll. For
every degree you ralse the tempera-
tura in an air conditloned room,
you'll save 2 or 3 percent of your
cooling costs.

® On very hot days, the air cond)-
tioner will perform most efficlently
with the fan set on high. But In very
humld weather, the opposite Is true.
A low fan speed allows more mois-
ture to ba removed.

® i your alr conditioner Is more
than elght years old, you might con-
sider buying a new high etiiciency
model. You could save as much as
30 parcent In operating costs.
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