Exchange
students
discover

the U.S.

By M.B, Dllion Werd
staff writer .

“Even the lift boy sald, ‘welcome to
the US," sald Carsten Kuehntopp of

Germany. .
“They tell you to have a nice day
when you shop. It's somethlng. In Swe-
den, we never say that,” sald Maria
‘Tamayo of Stockholm.

“The ple are helpful

Eruopean, Oriental and Mexi-
can teen-agers are attending
schoo! while staying with fami-
tles throughout the county,
American hosta are paying for
room and bhoard and racelve
$50 tax deductions for each
manth the young visltors are in
school.

- were getting to know each other during

peoy

and smlle always,” sald Mika Heinimo
of Vantaa, Finland.

The teen-agers, three of 800 new ar-

rlvals In the States for a one-year stay,

a Youth for Underatanding, (YU) orlen-
tation at the .Newburgh Methodist
Church in Westland recently.

Originated In Ann Arbor as an ex-
change program for German and
American youth, YU has become a
worldwide organtzation, offering young
people and host families the opportund-
ty to get to know each other and learn
somethlng of forelgn countries and cul-
tures.

The Swedish, German, Finnlsh,
Swiss, Japancse, Danlsh and Mezlcan
students are new In more than one way.

Travel-weary but excited, many
were overwhelmed to clear alrport
customs and be greeted by shouting
swarms of fag-waving, sign-bearing
families and friends.

“We compare It to bringlng a new
baby home for the first tlme,” sald
Westland’s Lynne Larmee, a YU area
representative and confessed flag-
waver.

“We know they're tired and it's a lot
to handle, but we can't help it.”

THOUGH EXCITING, the first
meeting also was guspenseful and a bit
tense for students, most of whom ar-
rived during Avgust.

“I was 30 afraid about the first min-
ute with my host family, I did not know
what shall we do when we sce each
other,” sald Carsten, a tall blond from
West Berlin staying with Jim and Carol
Verkennls of Westland.

“Everyone was there waiting, the es-
calators all full of people and the
crowd with signs. I felt embarrassed.

‘“It was a great shock for me.”

Artiving was just the beglaning of
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Nearly 30 Youth for Undé di

what's shaping into a year chockfull of
culture shock for the 15-18-year-old
visltors.

Peter Ohle of West Germany, resid-
ing with Plymouth’s Diane and James
Hines, was taken aback at what he con-
siders light academic loads at Centen-
nlal Educational Park.

"Here we study so few subjects. In
Germany you don't have choice and
you don't have the same lessons at the
same time each day?,” sald Ohle, who
at home would be taking physics, blolo-
gy, Latin, French and mathematics as
well as the courses he's now enrolled
in,

Hanover, Germany's Gaby Schilling,
who'sefound an Amerlcan home wlth
the Hustons in Livonia, “cried so hard”
after her first'days of school because
“it i3 30 hard to make friends,

“I know 1 have to be patient, but I
Just can’t,’ she sald,

“Slowly it Is getting better.”

Surprising to.several students are
Amgrican’s lack of famillarity with
forelgn cultures and Inablilty to speak

from around
the world have arrived for a year's stay in metropolitan Detroit.
Meny, like Japan's Mayako Aokl, {(seventh from right), worked odd

a second or third language.

“Most Americans won't leave thelr
country," sald Peter.

"“They should go out and see what’s
happening in the world and not be so
isolated.” .

OF THE 28 YU students placed in
Wayne County, only three have studied
English for one year or less, On an av-
erage, the exchange students have tak-
en English classes for slx and a half
years. The majority speaks four lan.
guages, and onc speaks six.

“And our teachers say we speak bad
English,” sald Maria.

jobe like washing dishes and delivering newspappers to earn the
$3,000-$4,000 the trip Is costing them.

“In Europe, everybody knows sever-
al languages. Nat so much because they
have to learn languages, but because
they want to," sald another student.

Such cultural differences and the dif-
ficulties they can cause were addressed
durlng the three-day YU orientation for
families and students, said Canton’s
Heoriette McDonald, YU area repre-
sentative and American mom" to Axel
Skielka. (Axel, from Bremen, Germa-
ny, often reminds the McDonalds that
Bremcen Is the home of Beck's Beer,
says McDonald.)

Built into the orlentatlon schedule
was free time to enable students to

catch up on school work. Some curled
up with volumes of American history
or literature, while others played
soceer In the gym.

" Neither activity appealed to Carsten.
“1 just want to talk," he said,

“It’s great to be an exchange student.

1 {eel something is golng on with me. I
dan’t know what it is, but it Is great.

“Coming here is a dream from'very
long ago. I was not expecting anything

* but so much Is happening. It's wréng H*

you expect your host family to be rich
or to have lats of cars.
“Don't do that.”

Staff photos by Art Emanuele
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Know someone doing something no-
table? Let us know. Write: Inside An-
gles, Farmington Observer, 23352
Farmington Road, Farmington 48024.

WOMEN OF NORTH FARMINGTON
present astrologer June Lowell as their guest
speaker for their Wine & Welcome Luncheon at
11:30 a.m. Tuesdny, Sept. 20, in the Farmington
Community Center. The potluck luncheon is pre-
pared by the members of the club featuring many
different dishes. Rescrvations are being taken by
Charlotte Wachsberg, 553-0458, and Elaine Rous-
seau, 477-8849. Cost Is §5 per person.

MICHAEL SOLAN, of Farmington Hills
and vice president and general manager of WLLZ-
FM, bas been elected senfor vice chajrman of the
southeast Michlgan chapter of the March of Dimes
Birth Defects Foundation. Under Solan’s tenure,
WLLZ-FM has been instrumental to the success of
numerous March of Dimes actlvities, most notably
b ‘an annual $2-X1) Tnth

-KRISTEN DANA BOE, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Roger Boe of Farmington Hills, is flying
to France to take part in the Sweet Briar College
Junior Year in France program. She ls majoring in
International relations at Mount Holyoke College in
South Hadley, Mass, Before leaving New York, she

her parents were honored at a receptlon ar-
ranged by the Junlor Year in France. Kristen is
scheduled to return to the Unlted States next sum-
mer,

EVELYN VILLARUEL of Farmington

Mf"g

ST, ALEXANDER CHURCH In Farm-
ington Hills is sponsoring its ninth annual fall festi-
val from Friday, Sept. 23, through Sunday, Sept. 25.
The festivai features rides, games, contests, foods,
bingo, casino and enteftainment. A special attrac-
tion this year wlll be a live presentation of “You're
a Good Man, Charlte Brown,” featuring young ac-
tors from several neighboring parishes. St. Alexan-
der's I located on Shlawassee between Inkster and
Middlebelt, Hours are Friday, 5-11 p.m.; Saturday,
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; and Sunday, noon to 9 p.m.

THERE WAS A big welcome home for
Karen Garms this week when she returned home
from a three-month Internship with the Armed
Forces Recreational Services In Berchiesgaden and
Lake Chlemsee, Germany. After completing her in-
ternship she traveled for four weeks throughout
Scandlnaviz, venturing as far oorth as the Artic
Circle In Norway and from there to Scotland and
England, Karen 19 a sophomore at Mlchigan State
¢ in the hotel program.

* THE UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT
named Eric Surmann a President!al Scholar, a dls-
tinction that Includes a four-year half-tuitlon schol-
arship for under study at the U y.
To compete for the title, students must graduat
from high achoo! with a 3.0 or higher grade point on
a 4.0 scale and score at least 25 on the ACT or 1,100
on the SAT college entrance examinations, Eric
was one of 77 students of the country’s 1983 high

Hills once again bas achieved special p.
recogaition by the Music Teachers National Assocls
ation (MTNA) as a nationally certified teacher of
D recommended for this ad-

3 was
5.1».4 professiona) standlng by the Michigan Mu-
slc Teachers Assoclation on the basis of continued

school honored.

THE COX FAMILY reunlon took place at
the home of Mr. and Mrs, Alan Cox of Cadillac
Street in Farmington Hills on Sunday, with 61 per-

These are d dants of Mr. &

and high pi
standards in the field of music pedagogy. Thls n-
:IMudu musical teachlng pi
tea

ching

MARCH OF DIMES Superide ‘83, 4 75-kl-
lometer bikeathon agalnst blith defects, will ha
Saturday, Oct. 1, at three locations: Belle Isle,

p Dearborn and Stony Creek Metropark. All

Taised by Superide 88 help the March of
mil‘nt bmhb’ddegzl via medical research, ed-
ucational commi

v

sons In

~Mrs. John'Garland Cox, who came from Somer-
shire, England in 1860 and lived on 18 Mile Road
pear Drake in Farmington Township untll their
deaths in 1904 and 1907. The oldest person attend-
ing was Gladys Cox of Draytos Plains, and the
youngest was the host's 10-day old son, Matthew
Alan Cox, The person who came the farthest was
Willa Regnler from Clay Center, Kans. This group
has met annually since 1920, with occasional get-
togethers before then, including Mr, & Mrs. John
Cox’s 30tk wedding anniversary In 1901,

and & 197¢ North Fi
graduate, received his bachelor of aclence in eco-
nomles the Unlversity of Michigan this sum-
mer, He ls attending Case Western
8chool in Cleveland, where be s on the stalf of the
Wealern Reserve Journal of International

GEORGE MAJOROS JR., of Farmington
‘armington High School

Come to the next session
of our Seminar for Brides
..this one featuring
Bride’s Magazine

At Hudson's Eastland on Saturdoy,
October 1, 9 am. and Sunday,
Qctober 2, 11:30 a.m,, Bride's
Magazne representalive, Connle
Hendricks, will offer a world of Infor-
mation on waddings. How to put
your own wedding together, rom
engagement o honeymoon. Plus afi
the Important homemaking odvice
brides want, but don't know who to
ask. So have your questions ready.
Jickets are 2.50 each, available ot
Hudson's Easliand Bride's Regstry. Or
call for reservations, 223-1895, Door
prizes, refreshments and advice
from manulacturers' representatives
included. Also a drawing for a
Honeymoon Package: 8 days, 7
nights on St. Lucia Island at the
Dasheene Hotel..lransportation via
Pan-American Altlines. Compliments
of: St. Luclg, Dasheene Holel, Pan-
American Alilines, Bride's Magazine
and Hudson's.
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* Block + Doidon » Mo

* Buringion * Euteka * Natonal Stiver
« Calphalon -« Fallan! & Cohn = Noritake

* Case « Faberware » Onelda

* Corning « Fraldcrest * Ostor

* Culsianst * lenox » Ptahzgratt

* Dansk « Libbey * Pliowlex

+ Decot * Martex * Quaker laco

* Revere

« Springmaid

= 4P Stavens

* Towle

* Vitleroy & Boch
* wWamsuita

* Watertord

» Weit Bond




