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Orchard Lake Road malls add new tenants

By Judith Doner Barne
statt writer

Vuunclu continue to plague West
's other. two major centers

The success or failure of West
Bloomiield’s shopping centers may be
measured by thelr distance from 14
Mile and Orchard Lake Road ~ the
new shopping hub of the West Bloom-
fletd-Farmington Hilts aren,.

Established shopping centers soulh
of Maple — OId Orchard and West
Bloomficld Plaza — are [ully leased,
say thelr spokespeople,

Another south-of-Maple complex,
The Boardwalk, which opened late last
fall, has only one storefront left,

Its grand opening |s slated for Satur-
day, Scpt. 24.

— Orchard Mall and Pine Lake Mall —
north of Maple Road.

Both malls — which celebrate 10-
year birthdays this year — have sever-
al available storefronts and count a
constant turnover of merchants. .

" Each mall recently saw a major res-

. taurant fold — although Orchard Mall

already hos leased Frisco's space to an-
other restaurateur.

“ORIGINALLY, 15 Mlle (Maple) and
Orchard Lake Road was the hub," said
Willlam Lakritz, whose leasing compa-
ny has just taken over the responsibili-

ty for Pine Lake Mall, Orchard Lake
Road at Lone Pine.

He called the fallure to widen Or-
chard Lake Road north of Maple “a
mistake.” Now, “the real hub is at 14
and Northwestern,”

As a result, Plne Lake Mall —
concelved as a high-fashlon center —
has evelved into “more of a service
center,” Lakritz sald, “With approxi.
mately 8 percent (three storefronts
plus the restaurant) of its space up for
lease, Lakritz sald the attempt Is “to
remerchandlse” and bring in some high
traffic generators. But ho has hone cur-
rently in mind,

Orchard Mall n.-cenlly lost two

Judge’s son to stand trial for

By Jackie Klein
statl writor

Randy Gardner, the
son of the chief Detrolt
Recorder's Court judge,
will stand trial in Oak-
land County Circult Court
for allegedly killing a De-
trolt.man Sept. 6 outslde
a Southfield bar.

Gardner, 31, of Detroit
was bound ever for trial
‘Thursday by 46th District
Court Judge Norman
Feder on an open murder
charge and a charge of
possessing a firearm In
commisslon of a feleny.
He ls out on $20,000 bond.

Gardner, the son of
Judge Samuel Gardner, s

accused of the shooting
death of Kevin Fields, 21,
during a brawl which
started inside the bar of
the Perfect Blend on
WNorthwestern , Highway
near 10 Mille and spllled
aut into the parking lot.
The tight started when
a companion of Gardner's
grabbed Pauline Davis,
Flelds' flance, by the but-
tocks while she was danc-
ing with Flelds in the bar,
according to witnesses,

. Feder rejected an ar-
gument by defense attor-
ney Eibert Hatchett that
Gardner not be tried on a
charge greater than sec-
ond-degree murder.

“There has been no

proof of first-degree mur-
der, no premeditation has
been shown,” Hatchett
malntained. *Tempers’
flared, and my client act-
ed In self-defense.”

PROSECUTOR ED-
WARD Sosnlck requested
the open murder charge,
maintaining it's up to the
Jury to determine the de-
gree of murder after

case.

Michigan law, accord-
ing to Feder, clearly
states that the questlon of
degreeds left to the ulti-
mate trier of fact, Feder
sald he Is sitting as a
maglstrate In this case.

Hills ‘addresses’ problem

Cantinued from Page 1

must be ot least six Inches high, Put-
ting your house number on a matibox Is
alowable as long ag it is directly in
front of your house and is not grouped
with other boxes, said City Manager
Lawrence Savage.

Buslnesses must place the business
name and street number at the back
door so its is visible from the alley, ser-
vice drive or parking lot. The numbers
must be three-six inches high,

The owners of apartments, condo-

IF ADOPTED, THE ordlnance will
take effect Oct. 10. After that, If police,
fire or other clty officials find a build-
ing without a properly displayed street
number, the owner will recelve a letter
advising hlm of the new ordinance,
Savage sald. Faflure to follow up could
mean a $100 flne.

Both Nichals and Karon say the ordi-
nance is the most reasonable solution
to the problems thelr officers have en-
countered while on emcigency runs
wlumul forcing the public to make ma-

minlums and
must have street numbers at the en-
trance of the road that leads to each
separate address,

Moblle homes would have to display
the address on the alde facing Ihc road.
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saw Fields run into the

hearing efcments of the:

Hatchett attempted to
prove his argument that
Gardner shot in self-de-
fense by calllng two wit-
nesses Thursday who sald
they saw Ficlds attack
Gardner's companion In-
slde the bar.

One witness sald she

Hospital,

bar with a crowbar. The
21-Inch-long crowbar and
a knlfe with a S-inch
blade were produced in
evidence Thursday.
Southfteld Pollee De-
lective Michael Walsh

ence Cralg

Oralx

Gardner suffered an Inju-
ry to his head and was
treated at Providence

shortly after his arrest.
In the first day of testi-
mony last Tuesday, Davis
sald Gardner came Into
the Perfect Blend lounge
with two friends, Clar

Rldges. While she was
danclng with  Fields,
‘grabbed my be-
hingd,” Davlslaullcd

‘Fields struck Cralg,

tenants whose 10-year leases had ex.
plred and saw the township's only full-
Nedged video arcade fold in early sum.
mer after one year’s operation.

However, one men's atore replaced
another {(John Kent In for Bloch's), and
co-owner Arthur Slils says the longtime
tenants were paying 1973-style rents,

Sllls heads a coalition of owners who
rescued the mall from near-bankruptcy
four years ago,

GIVE ME one more year, Stla said,
to {1l ‘the mall. “One has to cure the
errors of its predecessors.

“The successor tenant to Frisco's can
only improve that situation,” he sald. A
computer software atore and a comput-

murder

wmulnx on the floor,
Gardner got involved,
Davis sald. The alterca-
tlon moved to the parking
lot, where, Davis testj-
tied,” Cralg said to
Gardner. “Shoot him,
shool him or give me the

Southfield,

Flelds was  knocked
bleeding to the ground,
Davls sald, and she saw
Gnrdner pull a handgun
from his pocket and (Ire
It once Into her flance's
chest,

and Samuel

er school are two separate tenants
moving in to space vacated by a wom-
an’s dress store (Lizette Mammotb) and

hu taken over another restaurant’s
(The Wooden Nlckel) space, “It seems
tobe hvldlug Its own," Pzruskl sald,

Wella Cargo, the dlscount kit
store which moved to Orchard Place, in
the “hub” area.

“Orchard Lako Road is still the only
znme In town,” Sitis sald.

Everything Is okay,” sald Jack
Liwaser, leasing agent and manager of
Old Orchard — the townshlp’s oldest
shopping center, just south of Maple.

Olga's restaurant will open next
month, in the prominent corner loca-
tion vacated by Taggs (which also

‘moved to Orchard Place), A closing (a

children’s store) and tenant shift wil)
allow Farmer Jack to expand into two
\'r:l?nt adjacent storefronts, Liwaser

Liwaser attributed Jocation to the
shopping center's success. “I have no
vacancles and so many inquliries,” he
said. :

MOVING SOUTH on Orchard Lake,
owners of West Bloom{leld Plaza also
report a full house. The center, which
expanded from a smaller strip center,
opened five years ago next month,

“The traffic light — that's the se-
cret,” says Charles Peruski. “We have
casy access compared to the rest.”” The
l.rumc signal was pald for by the own-
ers.

"“The center, which also Includes an
office bullding, has “no vacancies right
at the moment,” Peruski safd, A gift
store (Rlkki's) was quickly replaced by
& cleaners, and a Korean restaurant
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{ro
W&ee Bloomtield Plaza, is the wwn~
ship‘s newest shopping center, boasting
25 stores. Tho most recent opening Iy

- devoted to computers. Chocolatissimo

and an art gallery will open soon, said
Bluma Siegal, marketing director,

“WE'RE VERY pleased. We opened
at a very hard (economic). time, And
they (the stores) have got followlngs.
The location s wonderful, and West
Bloomfield is more developed than be-
fore.”

Apparently satisfied with the Board-
walk's potentlal and success, its de-
velopers are moving on to another Or-
chard Lake Road strip center — this
time north of Maple.

Slte plans for um development of a
center between Orchard Mall and the
Sign of the Beefcarver restaurant were
approved by the West Bloom(leld Plan-
ning Commlssion Tuesday night. Tenta-
tive name for the new mall Is Sugar
Tree Square, )

“It may not have the same flavor (as
the Boardwalk)," Stegal sald ““We have
to walt to sec how it goes.

Orchard Mall's Sllls hopes the

" planned shopplng center will generate

traffic for both centers, perhaps mov-
ing the shopping “hub” north agaln.
“The spillover is actvally much bet-
ter than trying to market afone,” he
sald, “We'll share parkiog and it cre-
ates contlnuity. It has to be a plus.”
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