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the way; however, he didn't rule out
that possibllity.

"Bats usually transmit rabies to
other bats,” sald Dr, Donald Coohon,
“and as leng as it contloues to be bat-
to-bat transmissions, we're not too con-
cerned.”

The biggest concern, he said, Is that
the disease might spread to cats. “It
bazard
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meat, many of the persons who came In

on Echo Lane.

Last Thursday morning, Lytia Cunn-
ingham found the fourth bat. It was sit-
ting on & window sill in her son’s bed-
ro0m fjust above her son's bed. Her
child was in school at the time,

The 's bouse is oo Echo
Road about a quarter of a mile from
the bouse o Echo Lane.

More .rabid bats are foimd

broke locee.

oas.
Dr. Cookoa said a rabld bat was also
{found In Detrolt on Aug. 26.
Rabid baty In Oakland County are
unusual, said Coodoa. Two were ldentl:
fied there in 1980 and nooe since that

Twelve bave been found In Michlgan
this year, Last year at this time the to-
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and death (ollow.

Skunks, bats and raccoons are con-
sidered high-risk animals, said Bird,
Raccoons are particularly troublesome
becausa they are often found In the city
and are sometimes fed or kept as pets,

Raccoon and bat populations In the
Blrmingham-Bloomfleld area are high.
This is an especially active time for

would then be a greater to peo~ tal was three, he sald, He sald the state
le.” “THE BAT'S wings wese spread but  lab I testing magy bats every day and bats to be flying around.
He urged that people have their cats  {t wasa't acting strange in any way like  “We're running about two percent poal-
vacclnated agalnst rabjes, the others I reid aboﬁ:" said o . tive” EXTREME CAUTION is advised

“Skunk-to-skunk and bat-to-bat Ls the
most common scenario,” he sald, “But
ance in a while I another animal or
buman beings get in the way of that
transmisslo, then we're in trouble.”

Cats, skunks and somtimes dogy and
raccoons will “stumble onto one (a
dead bat) and eat it,” he sald.

THE FIRST rabid bat discovered
this year In Qakland County was found
in mid summer In a swimming poot at
Qakland University.

The second was found blting itself as
it lay dying on the floor of a bouse pear
downtown Birmingham oa Aug. 24,

: Bloomtield Township Deputy Police
Chlef Dennis McGee confirmed Tues-

ham. “But because I'd read about the
other rabld bats in the paper, I closed
the bedroom door and called animal
umkv] at the Bloom{ield Townshlp po-

ce,

“We'd bad one in the house just five
weeks before, but I just let it out be-
cause I badn't heard about the rabies,”
she said,

Township anlmal welfare officer
Mike Lagerould went to the house and
captured the bal, as be had done with
the one earller In the week.

Townshlp police rushed it to the
State Health Department laboratory In
Lansing Thursday night. By Friday, the
Cunninghams were notified that the
test was positive.
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Last March, a 5-year-old girl dled al-
ter being bitten by a rabid bat In Hllts-
dale County. She way the first person ln
Mlchigan to die of rables in 25 years.

RADIES IS a virus that attacks the
nervous system. It has a two-to-clght
week Incubation period but can strike
as early as 10 days or as late as one
year after the victlm s Infected, ac-
cording to Dr. Carolyn Bird of the Oak-
land County Health Department.

“It's spread by the saliva of the ani-
mal, 30 we suggest that you get out of
the way of any animals suspected of

when dealing with an animal which Is
belleved to be rabid. If an animal such
as a bat is found in a house or bullding,
it should be confined to one room, with
padding placed under the door to kecp
it Inside. It should be removed only by
an animal control expert.

In recent years, the incldence of ra-
bles in raccoons has reached epldemic
proportions on the southeastern Atlan-
tic seaboard and I$ currently as far
north as southern Pennsylvanla, said
Dr. Coohon, “There is a serlous epldem-
Ic now in the Washington, D.C.-Mary-
land-Virginia area,” he safd.
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