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moral perspectives
Rabbi Irwin

Be wary of changing
the U.S. Constitution

Few Ameticans are aware of a na-
tional effort that began in 1975 to
change the Constitution of the United
States. All amendments to the Constitu-
tion 50 far — The Bill of Rights, The
Abolition of Slavery, The Federal In-
come Tax — have been proposed by a
two-thirds vote in each House of Con-
gress and then ratified by three-fourths
of the State Legislatures. This process
has allowed careful drafting and full
discussion of these fundamental
chagnes In our way of llfe.

No longer content to amend the Con-
stitution by this well-tested method, a
highly organized political action group
of ultra-conservatives is now seeking to
amend the Constitutlon by a Constltu-
tional Convention,

‘This option [s defined by Artlcle V of
the Constitution which provides that
Congress “on the application of the
legislatures of two-thirds of the States
shall call for a convention for propos-
Ing amendments.”

THE CURRENT propasal calls for &
Constitution Convention which will
draft an amendment requiring a feder-
al balanced budget.

Two-thirds of the severn! states in
this day and age add up to 34. As of
today, the legislatures of 32 atates kave
passed resolutions petitioning Congress
to call a Constitution Convention for
the creation of a balanced budget
amendment. A resolutlon to thls effect,
Senate Joint Resolution “E”, is under
consideratlon by the Senate of the State
of Michigan. This resolution should be

frame a balanced budget amendment
could avold debating other proposced
amendments as well.

A runaway Convention seems likely,
It is the Constitution of the. United
Staes and the Blll of Rights that have
preserved frcedom for all Americans
alnce the founding of thls great naton,
We should vigorously oppose any cir.
cumstance that could e
enduring strength of America’s Consti-
tution,

2, The Constltution embodles funda-
mental law and basic prisciples and
should not be made the Instrument of
specific soclal or economic pollcles.
Such pallcies should be effected prop-
erly and throughtully through Congress
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or the executive branch. Conslder the
Impact of an amendment on the
balancd budget on the Constitution it-

seld,

First, by demandlng a balanced
budget, the states would impose a fls-
cal straight jacket upon the Congress
that would prevent the legislative
branch from uslng 1ts taxing and spend-
Ing powers to address natiopal needs in
time of economle criafs, .

SECOND, such an amendment would
grant sweeping new powers to the Judl-
clal branch of government. If, for ex-
ample, Congress dosen't achleve a bal-
anced budget, could a court determine
how to achieve that end or could the:
members of Congress be sued or jailed
for contempt if they failed to comply?
‘These are questions with-out answers
becausc no one has any certain re-

Munning Worskip and Churh School 9308 11:08 AM Nursery Provided I

PLEASE CALL 644-1100 Ext. 217 : —_— " _
- — BEVERLYHILLS FRANKLBY COMMUHTY | :
| | NOR 8t. Paul’s Lutheran | ‘| Orchard United UNITED METH .
METHOBIST EHURGH EATaTE N Missouri Bynod odist v st | | €080
Methodis « 848~ A
20805 MKidiebett at & Mile OTON ROAD % CHURCHSCHOOLA |
165 € Square Lake Rosd CHURCH Farmington Hills ~ 474-0875 Jo450 FARMINGTON ROAD | WORSHIP: 10 AM NURSERY: 13 801 4
Bloomheld Hing 18421 W. 10 Milas Bouthfieid Ry Raiph € Unge: pator | | Bermean Ay Rom CHURCH SCHOOL: 10AM Or. SamoF, Sloul, Pestor |
170300 o2t f WooGmaiar 10 AM = WORSH SUNBATWORSHP. 004 11404 WORSHE 930 4 11 AN Wurserythrubign Schoo) | | niteg Methociat n Amision
ottt all Il eyl BIELECLASIES 10AM CHURCH 8CHOOL. |_imir dore . by_| __feumekalbSput |-
O MiterGuorgeF. Sutiman | | Grsaemics 190 Srigd Ore UNIVERSITY CTORE DD
 Gusathor C. Branstnet | e . eanss P Robert L. S, Brown PAESBYTERIAN CHURCH 3424 Gakigno :
N Nancy A. Woycik 1385 5. F.m'wo:‘é . ‘l;: 10~‘|‘s“w h
L —— . FIRST UNITED X | oo CHURCHBCHOOL 0 AM | |
EVANGELICAL FREE | 3| HOPE LUTHERAN | | MeTHODIST CHURCH WORGHIP 8:008 13118 O o | !
Sty 39200W. 12 Mita Road | . [ 7 55y 00 ol T The Congregational CHURCH BCHOOL 10115 REV.LEEW,TYLER | |
o f Hins Farmingion 474-6673 Church of All Apes & Adult Education '
I SUNDAY SCHOOL 8:15 WOREHIP 16 AM Birmingham 7T b Grade H
#30 m Sundey 6choot ko AD Agus. WORSHIP 10:30 C“UH'&N!SCNPUELQQQW Am | Dacrier.Froe Accees )
o o Ursery Brom G ;
334070 v eevas Pasior v Arthur L Soefterd_ | ngrgg':,;:.,@.'w K
é pogTonam] | w030t THE CHURCH IN PONTIAC AT
Inketor Rosd hurch
O, B | ERTEE, | | 404 OAKLAND AVE,
o Moo 1AM bt 1S AN EXCITING PLACE TO MEET
L The Rev, Charles O, Erickson
Pttt Sonh Crampton CaniD. arin SUNDAY MORNINGS
LOVING AND CARING PECPLE
2 2 I CLARENCEVILLE UNITED METHODIST FILLED WITH ENTHUSIASM
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH B pputor corata a7 ATa3444 FOR THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
F BlRMlN HAM 8:45 AM First Worship Service S 43 pm. Youlb Mestngs
OF BRMINGH [Fefpigite | amrie® | | EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN
Minlsters: Norsery Provided At All Servicos 858-2577

¥, Morgan Raberts

Charles A, Sommers
12, William Mcivor
Dateyt L. Baker
Sivart . Broberg
Genld S. Cranford

opposed for these reasons: sponse to these possibllities.
1. It Is unclear whether a Constitu- 3. This is a time when our nation is In
thonal C could be need of g from an era of dlvi-

1o one issue, and it Is most likely, that it
will not be. For example, repeal of ba-
sic labor laws, of the In-

sivencss, uncertalnty and unrest. It
would be a serlous mistake to take the

come tax, separatlon of church and
state, prayer In the public schools, or
other Constitutional Issues can be al-
tered, revised, or eliminated at a Con-
stitutional Canvention.

WITH MANY well-organtzed, well-
financed single-lssue groups pursulng
thelr causes, it s hard to imagine how
a Constitutional Convention called to

‘w Farrell

course of Artlcle V, a ealling
of a Constitutional Conventional which
would lead to 2 power struggle be-
tween the Conventlon and the other
branches of government.

‘The potential confrontation between
Congress and the Convention, between
Congress and the Supreme Court, and
between the Supreme Court and the
states could become a national night-
mare,

gerontology

A. Jolayne

Dear Jo:

My son, daughter-in-law and thelr
two toddiers are arriving from Eng-
land for a two-week visit, This will be
our first meeting with our grandchil-
dren, and I am anxious to have the get-
together go well. I recall years ago
when cur childrea were the same age
we "chlld-proofed” our home so that
our little ones were safe from all the
hazards that children of that age get
into. Generally, I know what to do, but
since times have changed there seems
to be 50 many more hazards around the
house these days. Could you comment
on this subject in your column.

Mrs. W.r Dear Mrs. W.

You are so right. “Progress,” includ-
ing new products, can be rdous to
toddlers; not so much In their homes,
which are pretty well “chlld-proofed,”
but more so In homes that are not
geared for the curioslty of thls age

group.

With some foresight and planning
your home can be “chlld-proofed” and
your get-together with your family
should go well.

Times bave changed since your chil-
dren were toddlers. New products such
as plastic dry cleaning bags and lethal
cleaning agents have taken thelr toll on
toddlers.

When “child-proofing” your home,
start by taking a general look at all the
possible dangers, then go from room o
room and evaluate cach individual hae-
ard, Check the kitehen, bathroom and
garage for cleaners, polsons and medl-
cations and store them in a locked cup-
board. Childproof safety latches can be
p&mh&ud at most hardware or baby
stores.
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Please note that certain plants can
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be hazardous when eaten. Those partic-
ularly dangerous are hyacinths, nar-
clssus, phllodendrum and dieffenba-
chia. If you have any of these plants in
your home, you would be wise to store
them with a friend.

Stalrs are hazardous to toddlers; an '
open stalrwell can be blocked off with ||
a gate, and the door to stairs leading to
a basement area should be locked.

Apartment balconles are difficult to '

“chlid-proof”, so the children ahould
not be allowed to play on them at all,

Electrical outlets can be made safer *
by Inserting a plastic cap over the
outlet; these can be purchased at any
hardware store.

Sharp edges on modern furniture,
such as glass colfee or end tables can
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be taped with an adheslve back foam

protector.

During the children's vislt you can
continue to keep your home safe by
making sure that overhanging electri-
cal cords are kept In check. Remember
too, that tollders are attracted to small
articles such as buttons, carrings, coins
and bottle caps. Unfortunately, such
items can end up in the child’s mouth,
nose or ear.

When the children are near the stove,
be sure that the handles of the pots are
turned inward to prevent scalding,
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I hope I haven't been too
ing in my advice with all the precau-
tionary measures In preparation for
the viait of your grandchildren,

Just keep In mind that they are going
through an actlve, curiosity-seeking
age. “Child-proof” your home relax and
enjoy them.

volunteers

The Oakland County Volunteer
Bureau has a current file of volun-
teer opportunities. Further infor-
mation about theze and other volun.
teer needs ot more than 200 agen
cies may be obtained by calling the
bureau at 643-7272, Any non-profit
organization needing volunteer as-
sistance also may call the bureau,
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able le, 15 and up,
akiind

0 County Sheriff
to work In a booth during Lions, Panth-
ers Express games.

nance chores In an adult foster care
home by Voice for the Mentally Handi-
cay Hours can be arranged to suit
volunteer, .

e L
[
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of 're needed -
Timabery * Coamalencent In

Center

o work with residests In
small groups. Time commitmest would
be at voluntest’s requast.
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