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A long road

- Highway

has historical reputation

By Mary Lou Callaway nomic, soclal and eavironmental im-
special writer ot as requlred by new fed-
eral laws, before federal money could

Who killed the extension of
Northwestern Highway through West
Bloomfield from lts present terminus
at Orchard Lake Road and 14 Mile?

Back In 1929, Northwestern was
built as a *benefit road” (two lanes of
pavement) from Eight Mile in Detrolt
to Orchard Lake Road, Property own-
ers who llved withln a mile of the high-
‘way were to pay a special assessment
to finance it.

The Depresslon scuttled that plan
when few Jandowners could plek up the
tab. The Oakland County Road Com-
iisslon (OCRC) took over financing the
project. .

But nothing was done until 1957
when the Michigan State Highway
Commission entered the picture by
selling $25 million worth of bonds to
TUn for 20 years, That was spent to
bultd a wider sectlon between Elght
Mile and Telegraph te accommodate
the Northland Shopping Center In
Southficld.

STILL A DOTTED line, the highway
extension was expected to run from Or-
chard Lake Road to Haggerty and con-
nect with the proposed M-275 express-
way in Commeree Township,

In 1970, a West Bloomficld Township
group of 30 Jandowners and developers
formed the Northwestern Area Council
1o lobby with the state for the exten-
sion's construction. Local offlcials and
planning commissioners were solidly
behlnd the extension.

But many cltizens groups entered the
picture beginnlng with CLURE (Citi-
zens Councl) for Land Use Rescarch
and Education). They asked for an eco-

be released for highways.
Other groups joined in, such as

But it all began at the grassroots
level, here in West Bloomfield, when
just a few residents asked questlons
and found support to keep resldential
area in the township, despite pressure
for more 1 di ir

League of Women Voters, C
Cltizens for West Bloomfleld, Farming-
ton Hllls Homeowners and Concerned
Citlzens fo Franklin. They asked Gov.
Willlam Mllllken to stop land acquisi-
tlon for the extenslon until after public
hearings took place.

) .
PRESSURE INCREASED to rezone
residentlal land, Land was rezoned for
the Jewish Community Center, Henry
Ford Hospital and Win Schuler's res-
taurant, all In West Bloomfield,

In 1976, Militken ordered a halt to
right-of-way acquisltion for the nearly
10-mile extension. Now, there were
more citlzen groups invelved to stop
the highway Including Eastern Michi-
gan Environmental Action Commlttee,
Rouge Basln Coalltion, Detroit Audu-
bon Society, Michigan Federation of
Business and Professional Clubs and
several subdlvisions.

Meanwhlle, the OCRC argued it had
2 binding contract with the state to ex-
tend the highway. In 1979, the state or-
dered the extenslon cancelled.

John Grubba, OCRC managing direc-
tor, told the West Bloomfield Chamber
of Commerce at the time: “Unless M-
275 is built, Northwestern will not be
built. It looks like a no-build.” He called
the opposition to both freeways “a coa-
ittion of bird lovers.” Others described
them as “freaks in tennls shoes.”

IRONICALLY, the state still has M-
275 on hold. Federal and state road
funds have drled up and that helped kill
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the highway went through,

Now the only alternative to handle
increased traffte Is to widen existing
roads, Ope plan Is for Maple to become
a boulevard from Orchard Lake Road
west, Mother plan is to complete the
wldening of Orchard Lake Road, from
Maple to Will-o-way, currently slated
for 1984,

Most local officials now have
changed their views on the extension
issue. The planning commission Is ex-
pected to vote formally to erase“the
dotted highway line from the master
plan. A year ago the commisslon
agreed 8-1 to delete it. Bruce Berghoff
was the only holdout. A poll of the
Township Board showed only Supervi-
sor John Doherty and Trustee Weldon
Yeager are still for keeping it.

A suggested compromlse of extend-
Ing the highway from 14 Mile to Maple
appears to have evaporated,

THE OCRC STILL wants its contract
with the state honored, a spokesman
sald. The Mlchigan Supreme Court
turned down the OCRC's suit for failure
to continue the highway, but sald the

county could sue for performance or
damages. No actlon has been taken yét.

Township subdlyisions have been ap-
proved and some built in the highway's
right-of-way. A proposed expansion of
the acreage In a Haggerty Road Indus-
trial park zone only is possible with the
highway‘s deletion.

Doherty still will not declare the
highway dead. “On 696, they bullt clties
on the right-of-way,” Doherty said.

“They (state officials} haven't got
enough Intestinal fortitude to do the
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right thing, so they do the
expedient thing. that brings more (fu-
ture) costs,

“HOW IS TRAFFIC that's golng to
come through here golng to get through
without 1t? You can't just erase jt.
Something has to go in its place and
they (state) haven't said what that will
be. Widening Maple won't do it . . . no
way. . .noway.

“You can't blame the planning com-
misslon (for deleting it),” Doherty add-
ed. “Why should one little community
try to defend something the state won't
defend when we could wind up in court
for not giving building permits?”

‘That was his explanation for telllng
the West Bloomfield Chamber of Com-
merce jast week that Northwestern
was dead “only in the minds of some
people.”

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS!
PRICES CUT AGAIN

ON MANY ITEMS IN-OUR STORE
THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY.

9:

0-A.M. to-8:30 P.M. "

- A SHORT TIME REMAINS

FARRIS BROS.
FURNITURE

Across from Wonderland Center

11500 MIDDLEBELT RD.

at Plymouth Rd., Livonia, M|

GREAT °750,000 GOING
~_OUT OF BUSINESS SALE

G.0.B. LICENSE NO, A 14303

USE CASH,
CHECK,
VISA
OR
MASTERCARD @

Do Your Own LANDSCAPING!

SAVE 20% to 50%

nsla ens)| 0N All Trees, Shrubs, Evergreens.

JAPANESE POPULAR BURNING COLORADO ﬁ},},’ﬂ ,?Da‘,,',?
YEWS ARBORVITAE BLUE SPRUCE
12 to 15-inch 2103 Ft, Size 18 10 24-inch 2103 Ft, Size 10..1.98
REO.g!Da.QD REG, 1;: REG, 259: REG. 2;;8 Il:‘otgl'[?:“s'g.a’m
6 1 4 1 5 1 9 mr I'lm.':d:
FREE Printed L Plans or O Th Plans ot English Gardens of 1} earieties. Tp gl‘l‘ .
FREE
Garden Clinics
Saturdays, 1:00 P.M,
- WEST BLOOMFIELD
Oct. | ~ Attractiog Eirds .
et :’—- Carfesiog Bader u;\':;“
&L 72 — Secmating Wt fhewess | . -
Ol 2% — Aivicss Tiwkets.
o B+ il O R
- -
* e f::lil 'z:z'; sogs | Fou3%bon Ay Tooee | 60E= bt e '?I"o'o ";’; ;:;";
8,000 8q,Ft. 10,000 8q.Ft. | < e ""ﬁ-‘m’:: g Oct. 13 ~ dtirscling Bty - REQ. 2098 19.98
8.95 16.95 - | - Vil o s, | - et 1 ~ o Vet e L REG. 3080149

! 'mmaummuummu.'..ummml’umm;mg-umw.uys_nm.r_mnp.y
—

- {Promise Somcone
a Special Gife. ..
Blood . .. The

* |Gifcof Life

5% OFF ALL CLOTHING & RACING GEAR
WE DON'T SELL
RUSSIAN LAWN MOWERS

H & R’S GREAT = -
TRADE saLE! EALUY

WE REALLY NEED OLD LAWNMOWERS
50 1o *100 vosr TRADE-IN
- ONPURCHASE OF NEW TORO MOWER

PRICED $2 69 95

FROM
INCLUDING TRADE IN

SALE ENDS ~-PLUS-
0CT7.29,1%83 Y & R'S EXCLUSIVE"
* FREE 2Gal.Gas Can
2 % FREE 20 0z. Engine OIl
& % FREE 2 Yr, Warranty
* FREE Assembly & Prep
i % FREE Lifetime Blade Sharpening
=10 Gal, Gas FREE®
ITH&R can't moot your
bost advoriised price,

N, 4in 1 VERSATILITY
Rear Bag, Side DIscharge,
o N Mulch, or shread leaves
*Any valid ad qualllles

izl

Model
20560

LARGE SELECTION OF DEMOS AT 25% OFF

¢ - - - "
s i » ‘ :
0 JOY RD 4 6
0 g

snirven SALE

Discover The Ditference
PRICED FROM

$26995

—PLUS—
mivmum $25090, Fon

FREE choice of one,
SNAPPERIZER, MULCHERIZER,
OR THATCHERIZER, VALUE 10'$54.95

- ® FREE 200 ciscamzon
: ® FREE ;v vty
® FREE sssevor o e
© FREE %‘z@uﬂmmuc

Model 213517
21INCH SELF PROPELLED $44205 J‘;’UERSJEOSR-E p“;ﬂ’(’:’é
“FEATURING” AND SERVICE
® 6 Forward Speeds ¢ Hl.Vac Cutiing Chamber JUST ASK YOUR
* Fingsriip Halght Adjustment » Salid Axles - NEIGHBOR!

BUY NOW! NO MONTHLY PAYMENTS UNTIL JAN. '84
When . {Fir h from date of purchase)

youtbuy 8 SNAPPERIn Sep om dafe o!
A AR PER DEALER I3
.' . ARD AR w E !
430 JO RD 4 6 .

T

thepy &
e firs
of therest

KEROSENE
HEATER G F

|

Gi'éenviel.w o

Onrnio NAME é'nmos
PRODUCTS , ‘;‘°9“7";;'
oALL : —._ while suppiies last
2 %Qslg, EOFF H &R WILL NOT
—~ EXTRA i‘;‘,‘;‘f’ffﬁr BE UNDERSOLD!

ANY VALID AD QUALIFIES |

IR 27430 50Y D

~ '

GRASS ma e’
seep 90% opr

B S R

MCHIGAN'S | ARGE ST SNAPPLR D AL 0

Hs R HARDWARE.

421-5161
o thiaFre 10 5. Sal 6, Sun. 1003

AMERICA'S LARGEST YORD DEALER

H:R HARDWARE
27430 JOY RD. 421-5161
Mon. Ihrd £1i. 10-8, Sat. 8.6, Sun, 19.3

Voveosvimi vrwrans




