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i THE OBOE sotnds A, the concertmaster and vio-
slin section tune their instruments to it, and off we
(g0 for a new season of the Qakway Symphony Or-
‘chestra, o

. We welcome the announcement of. the next con-
scert, at 3 p.m. on Oct. 30 in Orchestra Hall, 3711
»Woodward, conducted by Francesco DiBlasl. Sololst
iwill be Canadian cellist Ofra Harnoy.

i These concerts are a delight in themselves, for
ithe sheer fun and relaxation of hearing good music,
! But when you think of it, the Oakway Symphony
:Orchestra is'a cultural enrichment, a feaching in-
1 stitution and a window to a glgantic new world.

7 COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA concerts are an ex-
jcellent place to introduce children to good musle.
iMany might otherwise be restricted to the
-hammering bray of radio rock.

! In our electronic world, youngsters rarely hear
‘live performances. (We recall, in particular, the

rock concert where the performers played records
and “mouthed” the words, entirely fooling a live
audience.) It's 2 whole new experience for kids to
see an ensemble of 90 or more musiclans in a har- -

ties or the ranks of teachers, N
‘The sections are fleshed out with dedicated ama-
teurs — talented local folks who may have played
- well in school orchestras In thelr youth, but for

monlous, cooperative effort, using rather’
than amplified instruments.

Local orchestra ticket prices are low enough so
that an entire family can attend reasonahly — es-
peclally compared to the price of a metropolitan,
“world class” symphony orchestra: Senior citizens
on fixed incomes find a community orchestra af-
fordable and satisfying, .

-And you can't beat the price of parking In a
school lot compared to the downtown rates.

A COMMUNITY orchestra Is an Interesting mix-
ture of musicians,

Many orchestras hire professiopals for first-
chair positions. These professionals may be from
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, university facul-

reason chose not to become professional
musiclans,

‘Top-notch high school and college students often
are invited by the conductor to fill some chalrs. It's
a heady experience for them to perform with pro-
fesslonals and quality adult players before a non. -
school audience. And the older players enjoy the
opportunity to help the youngsters along.

QOakway young artists Ev-
eryone gets the | f
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Symphony- is _cultﬁfal', window on suburbia

* THERE'S AMPLE room for those who want to
glve additlonal help beyond buylng a ticket, . .
The board of directors knocks on the doors of po-.
tential major contributors, hustles tickets, arranges
{for program printing and does the humble work of
ushering on concert day. o
Other provide refr for the
musicians on those long rehearsal evenings and
ralse money with bake sales, cook’ book sales and
other fund-raisers, .
A key figure in all of this — a genuine community
leader —- is conductor DiBlasi, who rehearses the
recruits new members, auditions them,

of g. And
‘winners not only get nice cash prizes but a chance
to perform as soloists with the orchestra.
And so it's d clear the
orchestra: performs many functions beyond giving
all of us a few hours of entertainment several times
a year.

wheels and deals to get quality soloists, tracks down
sheet music, inspires the board of directors and
prays a lot,

This community is all the richer for baving the
Oakway Symphony Orchestra, We are glad to see a
new season starting.
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Legislature hamstrings
SEMTA, hurts riders

IT'S A WONDER the board of directors of
SEMTA decided to take the abuse, 3

There was abuse at last week's public hearing
from low-income people who don't wish to see their
bus rides cut off,

There was abuse from senior citizens who rely on
public transportation to get to the doctor,

There was abuge from patrons of the Pontlac-

) ield Hills-Birmi Royal Oak-Detroit
commuter train who will see that service entirely
closed down, !

‘There was abuse from the Ozkland County Board
of Commissioners, a level of government which
never, jn Michigan history, has offered public
trarisportation (it traditionally has been a function
of citles), full of second ing and i T
demands for more informatlon.

WHILE ONE can

Tim
Richard

IF A FINGER of blame i3 to be pointed any-
whl}fse. it should be at the parents of thiy starved
child.

The voters of this region may well reject a public
transportation subsidy. The betting odds, among
those who study such matters, are that such a tax —
probably a cent of the sales tax but perhaps an In-
come or property tax — would be defeated.

. If 50, that should be the voters' declsion, not the
3

and
with those who are seelng public transportation
rapldly cut to the knees, the facts of life are these:

You can't ) money you don’t have, and the
Southeastern Michigan Transportation Authority is
short $16.6 million for the current fiscal year. It cut
operating costs 20 percent early in 1882 and is
about to cut them again 30 Eercmt. .

The federal government is willlng to pay for cap-
ital costs such as a light rail line and a downtown
people mover, but it is unwilling, for a variety of
reasons, to underwrite operating costs. Any opera.
ting subsidy of farebox revenue must come from

- the state, which created the seven-county SEMTA,

or from voters in the reglon.
To get such an operating tax, the SEMTA board
must get the of the Legi
Unlike a school board or city council, SEMTA con-
Dot pass a tax on its own, or even put the question
on the ballot by itself.
The Legislature Is unwilling even to place the
question on the ballot,

THE SPECTRE of “recall” hangs heavily over
the heads of the 148 legisiators.

Indeed, one recall petition aimed a a metropoli-
tan senator even cited his vote in favor of allowing
2n outstate transit authority to conduct a tax elec.
tton as a reason for recalling him. So rabid have the
recall people become that they are willing to punish
al for even all g else to
vote on a tax increase. ‘

It's pretty sad when Michigan, one of the nation’s
ploneers in the local “home rule” movement, ‘so
hamstrings an agency like. SEMTA that ft must in-
flict a 30 percent cut on people who rely on |t to get
to wo;ll;. to the doctor, to be mobile, .

ublic t in Mi

was
ly dead when the Leglslature created SEMTA in
1967 to consolidate the patchwork of publicand pri-
vate bus intq "an ii d, regional
system. It was an act of foresight.
One can only hope the Legislature can fise to the
occasion a second time. ,

Booster clubs
keep school
sports alive

“A SANE MIND in a sound body."

To many, someone with a healthy, fit body thinks
better. It i3 the part of the philosophy behind the
craze In physical fitness.

Fitness js not only for adults, but for youngsters,
That's why many private schools such as Detrolt
Country Day in Beverly Hills require that students
partleipate on athletic teams.

Parents today are as interested in thelr children’s
athletic programs as their academic curriculum.
They reallze that school sports are no longer con-
fined to the traditional boys' football, basketbail
and baseball. Now there's'a proliferation of so-
called “minor sports” ~— swimming, tennis, track,
golf and soccer.

There also has been an explosion of girls’ sports
-— field hockey, bas} ball, bask
soccer, track, swimming, tennis and golf.

SCHOOL ATHLETIC ,d:ranmenu no longer

have the resources to serve ali the students, 8o they

have turned to parents for help. Many suburban

schools — both elementary and high school — now

‘I:lave a‘parents’ group directly involved In running
sports programs.

- In some rheeg they're called Bbt:omu. In otbers,

're called Morus' or Dads’ Clube.
,%ymmkﬂmﬂywmhmrupmmuu
laking tickets, ’

concession mndl .athletic events. Some-
{imes: they sponsor activities to ralse for

. { teams'guch as'pancake breakiasts, {ashion shows,

paper drives.

Nick
Sharkey

“We wouldn't have much of a sports program If  *
we didn't have the Boosters,” safd Dick Rosenthal,
au}xllellc director of Birmingham Seaholm High
School.

MONEY RAISED by the Boosters has paid for a
welght room, a trophy case and a new scoreboard
for the swimming team. :

“I can’t say enough about what the Boosters
mean fo us,” Rosenthal sald. “They are constantly .
:a!:!lng care of little matters which I don't have time

o do.”

Seaholm has 800 student-athletes and about 200
members in the Booster Club. -
Detroit Catholic Central in Redford has Dads' and

Moms’ Clubs, They take care of I'urklnx. tickets,
crowd control and concession stands at every home
game. :
Thelr largest fund-raiser I8 g program sold by
the Dads before the annual Boys Bow! f{ootball
game- played between Catholic. Central and Bir-
mingham Brother Rice. About 200 pageg of adver-
tising are sold In the program. Proceeds are divided
between Catholle Central and Brother Rlce, -

“We count on the mothers and fathers to handle .

all the smalf details of our-program,”. said. Tom

Mack, football coach atCatholle Central. "~ |
AS YOU MAY have guessed, | am a:member of a*
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Boosters, un':uea schioot ln_nds_u‘: pent; for"aca-

With a budget of $13,000; Boosters

lponao' 0 4 /li
ms for boys and girls and four teams of

Why pick on
smoke-filled
back rooms?

Supportng i cattencs s eglng bo e o
u e up sy
po?tp'gl the presidentiat primary electlon in X‘%ich‘l,:
gan. . .
William . McMaster, the organization’s director,
claims that ellminating the x;glml.ry will mean that
“Michigan Republican and ocratic parties will
decide In smoke-filled rooms" the state's prefer.
ences for president candidates, .
Specialisiog - morkioy I R anions agen
"¢y 8 wo or Republican candi-
dat‘a,Pe;Ialm: there Is unanimous grass roots
port to'’keep the presidential primary in Michigan,
-1 can’tiagree with the unanimity. I am just as
grasa roota as anyone and do not think the presiden-
tial primary is a necessi
miss the good old days when smoke-filled back
rooms were the places where candldates were gen-
erally picked. .
of)d [HINK the lmqh-llslgub‘:ck Toom hu:;d l’l‘
good: & a8 - presi primaries when
K § to ¢hbosing -

)6 competent

d |l
— and Carter and candida
m ‘Im'e L
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tea
E leaders. About 150y 8 pa ite, - .,
". To most children,. the discipline and teamwork®
in lemient whatls.learned (o

ity. As a matter of fact, I . tial

In r times, the 'k;lﬂle‘d hais pro-

Trus er; When,
primaries played & part In elections,”
contiriues

=~ When it comes to.
" itlcos whio run the state pa

< Bob .
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IN FACT, the presidential primaries in Michigan
have been costly and have played almost no part In
- the selection of a Rep or Den candi-
dates for president. . L
In the last, presidentia] primary in 1980, the state
pald about $5 milllon to put on a presidential pric
mary and voters chose the candidates destined to be *
thelr party candldates in the fall — Ronald Reagan
and Jimmy Carter. There were no other serious
candidates, as is usually the case Ln the state's pres-
M ecars
e P en rimary affords ample opportus
nity. for mischief wglch distorta the meulngp of the
totals, In 1968, for example, “guvnor” George Wal:
lace, as an American ‘Independent - Party -
candidate, got 332,000 votes In the state's residen-

1 pi compared with Democrat : Hubert
Humphrey’s'1,593,000 and Republican Rlchard Nix-
on'a 1,370,000, . N AT .

_THERE s to doubt that many Republlcans,

. koowing that Nixon was a mm‘gb«nﬁ'ﬁmm
a8 the Herubllm Pm% candldate, crossed over.
-wm'oa‘mamu ‘allace in an effort to hurt
s - . o .

. 'The vote then betame a quéstionable ref
the “people’s cholee” " " - ‘mﬂ

‘One reason that the presidenilal primary electio
- plays little part in the selection of candidates is u:al:

.. usually a dozen or more vo beezi held o
. olber states and. whichever castliaty bt oo
as the ' people’s, fayprite. has alrea :

dy ems - :

overber ge:
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room at no cast to the taxpa;




