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While she waits to tind a sponsor for her own Opel 1900 Manta, the Far
companies to rides in a pace car before the start of the race,.

s some kin
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HE 120 mph speed she reached over the
weekend while racing around the Michi-

gan Internatlonal Speedway's track pre-
vented thousands of spectators from real-
+1zing that Roberta Foss has the knockeut good looks
--of a movie star, That docsn't bother Foss at all, She
wants them to think this Bloomfleld Hills woman is
“some kinda’ driver.” .

. OIf the track, Foss' good looks are 80 striking
“they tempt fans to conclude she’s too gorgeous to
+know anything about cars let alone be competent
Agnough to be one of seven drivers chosen to pace
*this year's “Indy” car races. .

¥ *It's a Catch 22 situation untit people see what
~you ¢an do,” the green-cyed woman acknowledged
J:wlth a toss of halr the color of erange-marmalade,

+ Foss sajd she has been “on the brink of golng
“from amateur raclng to professional for three
ryears now," and is one of the original members of
~the PPG Pace Car Team. The clite group executes
»preclsion drills before each Indy car race, leads the
Cparade lap and paces the atart of each race,

= Foss, a Farmington natlve, Is the only Michigan
Tmember of the team. .

= “PPG was looking for women race car drivers

:who would also be good represéntatives to drive
- thefr flect of pace cars,” she sald, “I applied be-
“cause I don't have a sponsor for my own car right
. now, and to prove yourself you have to have a com-
: petitive car.”

The owner of an Opel 1900 Manta, Foss safd she
reasoned that being a member of the “Blue Angels
on Wheels* would give her credibllity even if she
wasn't in competitlon. Since joining the group, she
sald, driving the pace car means being at CART
races all over the country about two long weekends
per month from May thorugh Octaber.

“It doesn’t leave much time in Bloomtield Hills,”
‘she sald. .

THIS IS especlelly true sinca her “regular job” aa
.the first woman sales executive for Illlnols Tool
‘Works, a Fortune 500 Company, takes her on the
-road a couple of days a weck to call on automotive
.customers in Ohlo, llinols and New York. Since be-
‘coming a sales exccutive at the Troy flrm a year
1and a half ago, she sald she has Increased ber terri-
«tory by $1.5 milllon,

i “They're kind of surprised to sec a woman at
ifirst,” she sald of ber customers, “But, when they
+see you know your job, they respect you.”

! Foss sald she has had a longtime interest in cars, *

* “When I had my flrst Mustang and couldn't af-
+ford to have the transmisslon fixed I was out in the
, driveway with my boyfriend working on the car.

. “And I've always been athletle, too,” she said.
“But I guess everyone's been aurprised that the
baby girl in a famlly with three boys Is the one
'driving a race car”

Her interest In cars and athletics has also
.merged with her savvy business sense. Pragmatlc
phrases such as *I play racquetball and softball for
fun, but playing golf with cllents is good for busi-
‘ness,” pepper her conversation.

1s.0ne of an elite: gioup of -
‘soven dr ec pace this'year's
Indy.!! When she reaches -pqqdo of 120
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ehind the wheel setting the pace

Regarding the business of cars and thelr promo-
tlonal value to sponsors she [s enthuslastic, stating,
“Some companles don't realize the tremendous ad-
vantages for them in sponsoring race cars, Besides
getting the publle to recognize the company's

name, and that's good for business, it's a nice way .

to entertaln clienta.

“After all, It's a little different than taking them
out to dinner,” she mald. “Qften, aftcr someone's
scen one or two races, they're hooked.”

SOME VIP spectators at CART races, who are
frequently the guests of sponsoring companles, are
treated to rides in a pace car prior to the start of o
race. A few, select VIPs ride in the actual pace lap,
Just a few car lengths ahead of some of the highest
pewledrcd, most sophlsticated racing machlnes in the
world,

Fosa 1y often the drlver they choose to ride wlith.

“Every time I take someone on a pace lap and
feel thelr excitement and the excitement of the
crowd, it's all new again,” she said,

“Most often the passengers concentrate on the
cars, not the drivers, onice they start around the
track,” she explalned.

“Each car Is worth, ln' research and development,

. about a quarter of a million dollars,” she said. Her

expression reveals that she Is stili staggered by the
thought.

Foss sald, the cars start out as production model
vehicles built by one of the four major United
States automative manufacturers.

“They are then reflned and built into high-tech,
high-performance cars to dramatize the quality
and p of d
autemobiles,” sald James P. Chapman, a Blrming-
ham public relations consultant, who directs PPG's
race program,

“They're really show-pleces,” Foss emphasized.

Each car has a distinctive look and personality,
too, Foss said. For example, one Chevrolet Camaro
2-28 interior i3 upholstered with leather which re-
quired 27 separale, matching skins. A Bulck
Skyhawk features a minl-TV. Mechanlcally, too,
each car has its own quirks and charms and has to

be tuned accordingly, she said.

“EACH CAR has its own individua] personality,”
she sald. In addition to the Camaro and the
Skyhawk the pace-car fleet includes a four-cylinder

- turbocharged AMC Renault, a turbocharged

Chrysler G-24, a 400 hp V-8 Ford Thunderblrd and

an open-alr concept V-8, one-of-a-kind Oldsmobile

Clera.

She ald at first many of the Indy race car crews
were hesitant about her competence to drivé such
powerful cars, “But the more the Indy crews sce
that you mean business, the more they come to re-
spect that you have a purpose, t0o,” she sald.

“We're not race bunnies or pit bunnies,” she said.

“We're there to do a job and do It well. I deal with
this as a business.”

“When you enjoy racing llke I do, it's hard to
decide whether you want to be behind the wheel
doing it yourself or whether you want to be a Roger
Penske,” she said, referring to the former Bloom-
fleld Hills auto executive who turned race driver,
then became an owner and active pit chlef of the

m.p.h, - few spectators know there’s a
beautitul' woman at the wheal,

.crews, hesitant about

Penske racing team. Today, Penske Is one of the
most respected teams in auto racing.

“And even though I'm driving now, I'd llke to set
my goals that high — to be a Roger Penske,

“And,” she added, *I keep thinking how this Is
going to look on my resume, working for two For-
tune 500 companies at the same time,*
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With two successful careers in hand, Roberta Foss has set her.
sights on one day becoming as well known as Roger Penske, an.
other local resident, who started as a race driver.

Many Indy rece car

her competence,
have come to see
that Foss means
business and that
she means to do it
well,
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S NEW KICK...SOCKS!

Come see the Normma Kamali
legwear collection. Knee highs
and anklets in traffic stopping
colors and patterns. Like bold
checks. Zony stipes. Argyles.
too. Youll layer them. Play in
them. Get crazy in them. And
best of all. pair them with your
favorite Kamali fashions this fall.
Shown: cotton argyle knee high,
$§7. Buftalo check kneg high, §6.
Vertical striped anklet, 4.50,
And solid color nylon knee highs,
$5 each. Allin a range of red,
grey. black, white ot blue solids; ..
\  or patterns on black. In Casual 1
Y Hoslery. at Northland, Oakland,
Ann Arbor and Twelve Oaks.

ihudsons.
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"I’z ORDER BY PHONE: 24 houts a day, 7 days a week.
In Metro Detrolt, call 569-2454. Eisewhete, order toll-free 1-800-233-2000.



