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Rare plant
business grows
more exciting
all the time

By Corinne Abatt
staf writer

The nime of the West Bloomfleld
greenhouse which apecializes in rare
plants la almost as obscure as the ltems
it carries — unless your are a Latin
student or a card. g Inteliectual,

. Then, you'd probably know right
m that Preter Tellls means “beyond

it suits’ the business, co-
partnered by Sam DeFarlo and Pat
McKown, both of Troy, ly. In a

lithops, appropriately labeled *living
stones.” These small, highly efflclent
solar collectors which look more like
jade cabochons than living, growing
plants, bave been used by the Saud] Ar-
ablans as design prototypes for their
large collectors,

THEIR resemblance to sculptural,
abstract art forms, makes these sucen-
lents fascinating, particularly the ones
with tiny new sprouts or blossoms —

friendly, open maoner, ey are ready,

at the drop of a trowel, to talk plants

and solls with a generous sprinkling of

tlﬁ'l;h names and fascinating historfcal
Its,

They passed common geraniums and
African violets years back and now
have some 11,000 plants they've ralsed
from seed, a total of 1,500 species in-
cluding 300 species of archids,

*Michigan [s a real hotbed of orchid
activity,” sald DeFazlio, smilingly Ig-
noring his pun,

ADMITTEDLY, he sald, orchids have
a mystique and many people assume
they are difficult to grow, but this isn't
alwaysthe case. *

Preter. Trellls has several species
which do nicely as house plants — the
white moth ‘phalaenopsis (lots of
blooms on a long stalk) and tho pa-
phiopedilums, related o the lady's
slipper, among others. Orchids,
McKown pointed out, are found in all
parts of the world from pole to pole,
even pear the Arctie Clrcle,

“Some are beautifully scented, they
will scent the whole house when: in
bloom. Vanillz comes from the seed
pod of the orchid,” he noted. And while
on the subjfect of scent, DeFazio pulled
a leaf from a lemon gerantum in the
pext atsle and held it out to be sampled,
“That's what they use to make Lemon
Pledge” .

And sure enough, there way the fra.
grance now often assoclated with
freshly polished wood,

Back to orchids, McKown sald the
largest diveralfication of orchids, ex-
pectedly, is in the raln forests, but he
added, “Quite a few can be found In
Michigan.*

Among the hundreds of unusual
planis which are In abundance at
Preter Tellls, is an Intriguing section of

paaitive evidi are allve and
ot ey

Of the same Lipputian proportion,
but totally different In character were
two other specles, one, the dellcate
utrlcularia sandersanil, with white flo-
wers on throad-thin stems and the
other, sinnengla, an African.violet fam-
ily relatlve whose full-slze blooms
dwarf the tiny furry leaves.

Stlll the besteknown of minfature
plants may be those that are man-
made as for as xize {s concerned, DeFa-

zio and McKown have a large arca of

bonszl trees and plants which range
from the dwarfed English Ivy In an
easily affordable $15 range to a $1,000
78-year-old Chinese juniper, Between
thesa two are 2 wide variety of bonsal
plantings, from groves of trees in trays
to the more traditl Je

>

cver before and their plans for use of
the space are very ambltious,
Planterra, known for Interior seap-
Ing, with prime specimens of large and
small plants for lnterors, occuples a
large part of the space. The comblna-
tion of the two has developed Into &
3nppy relationship, There's Nttle or no
upl

g 3 p: ap.
proach of using rack formations for the
base. °

* "On land north of Rochester, the part-
ners bave: a nursery where they are
taising about 1,000 trees for bonsal

purposes,
Both work with the state of Michigan
on propagation projects and both teach
at Cranbrook. Their courses, atarting
the second week In October, are *Lilies
and Lotuses®™ and “Plant Propagation.”

THEY also work In a curatorial ca-
Eanlty with Dr. James Wells of Cran-

“brook on the maintenance of Maja

Sehjolin's wild flower garden.

DeFazio and McKown, both married,
ezch with one son, have been working
with plants for about 15 years, at first
as a hobby and later as a business.

elr move lo one sectlon of the
greenhouse complex that was, for
many years, Johnson's Gardens, 7315
Drake Road, fust north of 14 Mile, West
Blogmfleld, was a major one In my

ways. They are now fully into retail *

sales. They have much more space than

but a great deal of mutual

Staff photos by Mindy Saunders

iexhibltions

The

plctured include the “living stone” in the

Sam DeFazio (left) and Pat McKown like to-tel! visitors about the
wonders of the thousands of plants the

y grow from seed. Many of

admiration,
Preter Tellis dida't move in time to
make It into the current phone book,

_but they can be reached by calling 661-
1518.

Visttors  will find DeFazio and
McKown open and ready to talk about
and sel) their rare plants noon to 5 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday.

center which is native to South Africa. A member of the daisy
family, it has an attractive flower which bears a strong resem-

blance to ita more common cousins.

The white flower, utricularia sandersanti,

tures that the partners carry.
d

@ HALSTED GALLERY /

Friday, Sept. 30 — Ph phy by
Edward 8, Curtls are some of tha most
memorable in documenting the way of
life of the American Indlen. Photogra.
vures and oratones of Curils's work
will bo on exhibt through November,
‘There will also be a selection of North
American Indian baskets, Hours are 10
a.m, to 5:30 p.m, Wednesday-Saturday,
560 N, Woodward, Blrmin; -
® SHELDON ROSS GALLERY.
Saturday, Oct. 1 — Drawlngs and
watercolors by George Groex. Included
are 25 of his biting satires on life in
and two watercolors from his
“Stickmen" series, Hours are 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, 250 Martln,

® MEADOW BROOK ART GAL-
LERY. . - ”

Sunday,
exhibitlon of Meadow Brook Invitation-

® MULLALY MATISSE GAL-
ey, Oct ' Tho galley's crati

v ay, - s cra

* Iovitational is alwaya a highlight of the .
1all ‘seascn. This time 37 artist-craft: .

Roz Shirley and Jan Yatsko along with
itflred functl

15, Photography has long been a part of
the life of this newscaster. This is his
first area show. Hours are 10 am. {0 5

P!
al stoneware, glazs u_lx\d dg}l.u. Hours are
y-

10 am. to 6 pm. p.m. Monday y, 251 E. Merrill,
1025 B Blmllnghnm.
® ALLEY ARTS & ANTIQUES @ TROY ART GALLERY

Mark Chattetly Is the artist featured Handwoven works by Sandl Lummen

in a show titled, “On the, Wall, Off the
Wall and Fountains.” Hours are 10 a.m.
to 5:30-pm., 32800 Franklin Road,

® THE ART%ENTER :
“Fibers & Pigments® features paint-

tstanding in their
um, Hours are 1-$ p.m. Tuesday-Satur-
day, 14 pm. Sunday, 125 Macomb
Place, Mount Clemens, -

. .- @ UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
Oct. 3 — First two-person . - A

and clay works by Maxine Olvlit con-
tinue through Oct. 22, Hours are 11
am. to 530 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday,
755 W, Big Beaver, Troy,

® CANTOR /LEMBERG GAL-
LERY

Palntings and drawings by Sylvia
Birch. Halperin continue through Oct.
18, Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day-Saturday, 538 N. Woodward, Bir-
mingham.

@ SIXTH STREET GALLERY
Sculpture and drawings by the mem.
bers of the Kal

American Indian artifacts will contin-
ue on display through October. The 50
objects are from the Cranbrook Insti-
tute of Sclence's 4,000 plece American
Indian collection, Included are textiles,
blankets, rugs, baskets, pots, marks,
dolls, costumes and bead work. There
are photographs by Edward Curtls,
Museum hours are 1-5 p.m. dally ex-
cept Monday and mnjurmh!olldays, 500
Hills, Adim)

a.m, to $ p.m. datly, 1516 S. Cranbrook,
Birmlngham.

® SCHWEYER-GALDO GAL.
LERIES :

“Zaitig Ladies” by Richard Kozlow
may do more than surprise longtime
fans of this usually serious palnter,
They may stare in amazement as they
discover their favorite artist has a re-
freshing sense of humor. Contlnues to

Lone Plne, Bl
charge.
® GALLERY 22
New paintings and graphics by 20 lo-
cal and internationally known artlsts
including James Colgnard, Max Pa-
part, Nancl Closson, Marilyn
Derwenskus, Irene Slmon, Charles Gale
and Denny Foy. Continues through Oct.
12. Hours are Monday-Friday 10 a.m.
m., Th until § p.m., Satur.

Detroll L

ERY BIRMINGHAM.
¢ works, .

pwl.llfhg wdhphym{mn o

Oct.

Mooday, Oct. 3 ~ ‘Watercolors by Company are on display through Oct.
Bernlce Forrest nf Village  2¢. The 10 members come from diverse
will be disp] the Commons backgrounds, The company was
Building Gallery, North Campus, formed from bronzecasting workshops
through the month, . at Institute of Arts.
s Do | They continue to share an Interest in
©® FEIGENSON GALLERY casting their own works. Jo Regan

A show of gallery se) Bl so0 she
Ing new work some of the regulary, cnnmtbermsl ers are
Carole Alter, Brenda Ml W Tye; Jack Glover, Patricia S,
chael Daggett, Frank Newmasn, Maria Chic-
Pletos and Gordon Newton, continues 3 Karla

- @ CRANBROOK A ‘ADEMY OF

ARTMUSEUM CoL
“Olitoon,” an’ exhibitlon ‘of North

-

- of the Blrralngham Sock

to 8 p.m,,
day, 10 a.m. to 5'p.m., 22 E. Long Lake,
Bloom{leld Hills.

® YAW GALLERY
Ceramlcs by Jun Kaneko, I:sad of the
at

Academy of Art, will bo on dlsplay for
th. He Is

Oct. 15, 330 & Row, Blrming-
ham. Hours are 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
‘Tuesday-Saturday.

@ SUSANNE HILBERRY GAL-
LERY

Works by John Egner, Ron Gorchov,
Alex Katz, Nancy Mitchnick, Judy
Plaff,"'Ellen Phelan, Tony Smith and
Jotin Torreano are on dlsplay through
Oct. 8. Hours are 11 am. to 6 p.m.

* Tuesday-Saturday, 555 South Wood-

ward, Birmingham.
® HABATAT GALLERIES
The “Bagged

Bag Series® by Jobn™

88
Littleton and Kate Vogel and the jewel-
like works of Michael Glancy are on
display through the month. Gallery
l_wur: are 10 am. to & p.m. Tuesday-

a month. He one of the
most innovative artists In the fleld, 550
N. Woodward, Blemin, X
© BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD
ART ASSOCIATION

Annual juried exhibition by members
ety of Women
Painters contluues through Oct. 15, It's
always a good show because these arts
Isis malntain an admirable level of
professional expertise,

Kl

until 9 p.m. Friday, 28335
Southfleld Road, LIUIHIE Village.
® VENTURE GALLERY '
"Speclal Comments in Glass” by
Walt Lieberman will continue through
the month, Hours are 10 am. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday, untl) 9 p.m. Friday,
lmss Southfield Road, Lathrup Vil-
age.
® ROBERT L. KIDD 'ASSOCIATES

Hows are 9 Group exhibitlon featuring works by  gjits,

o

Ted Schiwetz, Harry Bertola, Roy
Slade, Lyman Kipp, Ed Mieczkowski
and Edward Evans continues through
Oct. 8. Hours are 11 a.m, to 5:30 pm.
Tuesday-Saturday, 107 Townsend, Blr-
mingham,
© BIRMINGHAM UNITARIAN
CHURCH

Paintings by Greta Weekley of Royal
Qak wlill be on display through Oct. 2.
She [s on the art faculty at Wayne State
and comblnes a knowicdge of physics
with training in art and psychology to
achieve an Interesting synthesls of the
spiritual and the intellectual, Open to
the public each Sunday afternoon, 851
N. Wi at Lone Pine,
Hills.

® GALLERY ART CENTER
Watercolors by Mac Jamison along

with works by Chagall, Miro, Maxwell,

Yamagata and Agam. Hours are 9 a.m.

to 6 p.m, Monday-Saturday, 18831 W.

12 Mlle, Lathrup Village.
LJ l'{‘lNGSWOOD LOWER GAL-

Exhlbit of works by the Kingswood
and Cranbrook schools art faculty con-
tinues through Oct. 14. Included are
prints by Christine Goodale, furniture
and woodworking design by Andrew
Fisher, metalsmithing by Mary Jo Ma-
cey, ceramics by Susle Symons and
Kirby Smith, sculpture by Pamela
Stump Walsh, weaving by Marilyn Has.
ardulnd drawlngs bz El.lnb&th‘hnd.

allery hours are 8 am. L

kd, ‘888 Cr Bl heté
l
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