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+ From prostitutes to upper-crust ma-
trons, they drive Into the parking lot in
‘beat out VWs and Juxury BMWa,

Some bring only the clothes they
wear., Others arrive with designer
wardrobes for themselves and their
children,

But all have one thing In common,
The Haven s thelr only refuge from
.abuse, .

“They come from wealthier suburbs
as well as low-Income housing,” said
Debi Caln, director of the agency. It is
housed in a brick bullding in Pontiac
which provides shelter for victims of *
domestle violence and thelr children,
“We see women whose husbands have
slx flgure incomes, but they don’t have
-aceess to any of It.”

* OAKLAND COUNTY'S _only domes-
He violence center provides temporary
" mhelter and support scrvices to abused
smen and women, as well as thelr chil-
‘dren,
. Started by the Pontlac North Oak-
land YWCA in 1975 as a rape crisis
center, Help Agalnst Violent En-
.counters Now (HAVEN) also counsels
abuse victims and deals with Incest,;:
“In most of the familles we see,
‘there are multiple kinds of abuse,” said
Cain, adding that 40 percent of the chi}-

Fax

dren Haven works with have experi-
enced incest. | .

With its 24-hour criais center recely-
ing more than 200 calls a men th, Haven

has scen the demand for its services

triple in'the last year,
i

MORE THAN 100 Individuals, 17
churches, 43 businesses and 32 clubs
contribute to the facility, which is also

supported by the Department of Social

Services, the Domestic Violence Pre-
vention .& Treatment Board, United
Foundation, Oakland County GETA and
United Way of Pontiac-North Oakland,

‘To help with the growlng need, Oak-
land County’s Clreuit Court Judges and
Board of Commlssioners last week
awarded the facility $42,000 In public
aet funds,

‘The Haven s the firat outalde agency
to receive the funds, which are taken

{rom marriage license fees and go to”

combat the ‘growing problems of di-
vorce, domestic violence and child
abuse. .

Haven's director doésn't blame un-
employment for the Increase, Most of
those Haven helps have been abused
for years,

“The stereotype Is that people- who
were never beaten before are now
being beaten. It's just not true,” said
Cain, a Bloomficld Hills resldent who
developed the domestle violence pro-
gram, .

e
| 3

who have

Haven stafters and volunteers :ponq a lot of tim
\

“sault within their famil
youth have also been incest victims.

Each family gets its own room
In the Pontiac sheiter

“Most of those we see have been in
abusive sltuations for a long time, al-

though unemployment may have inten-
sified the abuse.”

ALTHOUGH THE victims come
{from all walks of life, most Haven cli-
ents share definite pat.

sclt-esteen who live In a “traditonal”
famlly relationship where they have
little power and control. Often, they
don't even know how much money thelr
husband makes or what is in the check-
Ing account,

One was abused by her husband all
42 years of their married life, In her
60s, the grandmother of seven came to
the Haven In order to get some happl-
ness out of her rematning years,

A 33-year-old mother of three left
her husband of 11 years after a thera-
‘plst told her she was a battered wom-
an, Now she has her own home and is
attendling college.

“MANY ABUSED women come here
belleving that's the way a relatlonship
should be. They feel they should do
whatever the man wants,” said Cain,
who has a bachelor's degree In psychol.
ogy and Is working on a master’s in
buslness administration with a focus on
social service administration,

“One thing that the women's move.
ment has dore is open up some optlons.
As women get more assertive and take
on jobs, they are less likely to have to
stay-in bad situations.”

follow

terns,

Only one man has sought refuge
from abuse, although the facility has
housed a number of male rape victims.
Victims usually ave women with low

A largo number of the

thelr victims to the Haven or cven out
of state to abuse them more ~— have
very definlte Ideas about o woman's
place,

Often they too were beaten as chil-
dren or witnessed spouse-beating.

Haven cllents contact the shelter
through the 24-hour crisis line, which Is
staffed by about 40 volunteers.

With room for just 20 famlllcs, the
agency carefully seréens caliers. To
quallfy for help, they must be physical-
ly, emotionally or sexually abused,

they are scverely mentally dis-
turbed or dependent on drugs or alco-
hol, they are referred to other facili-
tics. And no chlldren are allowed with-
out parents,

IF THE assailant is Nkely to pursue
them, victims are sometlmes sent to
ather parts of Michigan or even other
states. R

Assailants do sometimes show up on
Haven's doorstep, even though the ad-
dress is not made publle. And they are
firmly turned away without informa-
tion,

“At least 50 percent of the time, the
wife really isn't here,” recalled Caln.

" “But they're convinced they are,”

‘Those accepted usually are allowed
to stay 30 days. During that time, they
get counseling, some help organizing
thelr llving situation and parenting

classea,

“No spanking is altowed here, 0 we
have to give them something to take its
place,” explalned Caln, whose staff
spends a lot of time with the children
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HAPPY TENTH ANNIVERSARY TO US
IN CELEBRATION

bookpeople 1s arvine THE READER A PRESENT
209% DISCOUNT ON ALL HARDGOVER BOOKS
109 piscounT on ALL PAPERBACK BOOKS

% bookpeople .

ORCHARD MALL + MAPLE & ORCHARD LK. RD. « 851-9150

Monday-Friday 10.0
Saturday 10-6 Sunday 12.5,

43 Flocker, Plymouth» 459-1

A NEW

INEXPENSIVE WAY
TO BUY QUAIE:'ITY
Now you can buy name
brand, top quallty
furaiture the diract way
at a tremendous
savings, and have It
dolivered, sol up and
serviced bg a company
that has 35 years in the
furniture  business. A
company that's here in
this area to serve you
personally. Find out
about thls new way to
get the kind of furniture
and service you expect,
wlth greater savings
(han you'd ever expect.
Call 356-1980 now for
detalls.
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Promise Someone -
a Spécial Gift... '
Blood. . .The
Giftof Life - .

Thundg. Beptomber 28, 1883 OLE

For many of those Haven director Debf Caln works with, abuse is'

just & normal
think that's the way a relationship

part of Jife, “There are women who come in and;

should be,” sald the Bloomfield:

Hills resident. “They feel whatever the man wants is OK.” R

who stay In the Haven.

“We feel they are the key to elimi-
nating abuse in the future. It's hard for
the women to break out of it. And sons
who come here having seen abused are
gxactly the ones who will abuse thelr
wives,” she added,

“S0 we try to teach them other ways
of dealing with anger.”

SUPPORT GROUPS allow the wom-
en who stay in the Haven to share thelr
experiences and help each other deal
with common issucs.

Sometlmes they join forces to find
housing, although most who go out on
their own prefer to be independent for
the first time,

“It’s goed for them to share; to tind
out they're not the only oncs,” sald a
volunteer, who became involved in the
program when a member of her family
experienced abuse.

“We spend our lives burled in the
sand without reaiizing this can happen
toanyone."”

v
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NOT ALL of those who head to'Ha-
ven for help end up turning thelr lives
around. In fact, 50 percent return home
to the situations they frantically Jeft. |
And Cain — who will aceept a cllept
only three times during a year — says
that number Is increasing. "“Now. it's
closer to 60 percent going back because
of the economy. It's hard to make tt.on
your own.” ’
Haven offers follow-up counseligg
for the victims and wlll provide coun-
seling for the assallants, who seld
consent to it. }
“He usually sees It as her pmblc&l.
not his, and won't look at why ha's
doing what he does,” sald Caln. ¢ |
“Abusc is Jearned behavior and cdn
be changed with counseling. But rare}y
will they come for {t.”

Staff photos by David
Frank

COMFORTABLE SHOES FOR ME]
Come see the complete line
including a new, lighterweight
supportive canstruction. Randy
Gilmore will be here from the tactor;
to advise.

HackShoes
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BIRMINGHAM ¢ Free Parking
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Savings Selection Service 1

all under one roof

INTERNATIONAL JEWELRY

Over 30 shops for all your jewelry needs. Diamonds, rings, chains, charms;
earrings and watches. Custom designs, diamond setting, appraisals, ,
repairs.

COME IN AND ENTER OUR CONTEST - WIN A TRIP AROUND
THEWORLDOR $3,500. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. -
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