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Lethargy haunts the

Well, you really should have been at last week's

condidates’ night, which featured council hopefuls
for the upcoming Farmington Hills election.
! Now this really could be some electlon. The sig-
nificant issues are there to be debated. Unfor-
tunately, some of the candidates and a community-
‘1‘:1" olltrsidenu show little Interest in the futura of
3 clty.
i The evening of Sept. 20 was a Imalcnl example of
the lethargy baunting this community.
~ Only four of the seven candidates chose to show
up. Since the cand| night was sp y the
Pcmocratin Club, it was obvious that the more po-
Itically right-minded of the hopefuls took a bye in
hopes of a more sympathetie forum,
- Too bad for the electorate. The very real possi-
billty exists that last week's function will be the
enly one this election. Many voters may never geta
. c‘hancc to see the city's leglslative hopefuls in ac-
tion,
* Of course, If last week’s resldent turnout is any
indication, little interest exists among voters. The

' crackerbarrel
-debate g
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proverblal cannonade could have been shot through
the room with littie Infury to anyone.

All the flner attributes of the resldency certalnly
are diminished considerably when compared to this
“don't give a damn""attitude, Hard to understand
why anyone is willing to spend $100,000 to $150,000
on a house and than throw the Investment down the
tube by neglecting to have a say in the future of his
or her own community, Conversely, it is just as dif-
ficult to comprehend why anyone who' lives in a
less-affluent nelghborhood wouldn't battle to make

Competition drives down

. A SUBURBAN housewife has been buying a 12-
ounce can of concentrated orange julee for 89 cents
for three years. Last week, the price dropped to 79
cents a can,

Meanwhile, the U.S. Department of Labor reports
food prices rose 0.2 percent in August. The Depart-.
ment of Agriculture predicts food prices wllrarlse
6.5 per cent during 1984, -

What's going on? .

FIERCE COMPETITION among metropolitan
Detrait supermarkets Is the answer. Thls area 19 out
of step with the rest of the country. Prices are arti-
ficially low,

Nationally, food prices are linked to the drought
in the spring and the summer of this year,

A&P touched off the Detrolt supermarket battle
about two months ago, sald Tom Albus, owner of
Stan's Market in Livonia, He added, “A&P i fight-
ing for survival; It lowered prices on many items to
lure new customers, The rest of us had to follow to
keep our customers.” .

Ada Shimabarger of the Extension Food Market-
ing Department at Michigan State University (MSU)
said what is happening in metro Detrolt is not typl-
cal of the rest of the nation.

"Detrolt is not a true economic market — that is,
the price is not set by the supply and demand of
food," Shinabarger said. “Most of it s a hype, to
attract new shoppers.” 1 .

ll:l?n EXAMPLE, take the price of a gallon of
mil

“Milk cannot be produced for what some Detroit
supermarkets are charging,” Shinabarger sald.
“That doesn't even include the cost of packaglng
and transportation.”

This week, A&P priced milk at 99 cents a gallon,
Stan’s Market's at $1.69. Albus said $1.69 is the
bmak]ﬂvcn (point where cost equals revenue) price
for mitk.

“Loss leaders,” like the A&P price for milk, cre-
ate’ confusion for consumers, “When the shop
comes back the next week and finds the price of an
item has fumped from the week before, he gb:.:s
mad,” Shinabarger sald. “It indlrectly gives a bad
image to all people In the food business, In reality,
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the price was artlficially low the first week.”

IF YOU ASSUME the usual laws of economlcs
will be in effect, Detrolt area shoppers will see food
prices rise in the coming months,

Here is a llst of foods that will be golng up and
the reasons, according to MSU's Shinabarger: .

Red meats: “Animals which produce red meat eat
soy beans and corn. The drought has forced the
price for beans and corn to rise. Thus, red meat
charges will increage.”

Eggs: “Demand is up. People aren't eating more
for breakfast. But products which use eggs — llike
cakes — are made more often In a better econo- .

my."
“Any food product

French fries and doughnuts:
which uses cooking oils will go up In price. Olls are
in great demand.” ) )

Potatoes: “Last year's prices were depréssed,
Thls year prices will return to normal levels.”

On the other hand, some foods should stay at
about the same price, .

Broceoli: “Michigan now produces its own. It
should be very cheap for the next week or two.”

Apples: “The Michigan crop was not good. But we
get ours from throughout the country, and the na-

; tional market was excellent.” |

WHILE CONSUMERS can take satisfaction in
knowing they will not fect the full effects of food
price Increases, conslder the grocery store owner,
He must cut prices while costs are increasing.

“In the best of times, grocers make less than a 1
per eent margln on sales,” said Tom Albus. “It's
miserable now."” .

In the long run some will have to close their busi-
nesses. )

But at least for now, enjoy. While that food bill )

may seem high, it could be a lot worse. :

their cémmunliy better,

AND S0ME VERY significant Issues exist in this
the road this com-

ign which will d
munity will take in its second decade. :

@ Acquisition of the Spicer property for the de-

velopment of a park.
@ Devel olacaﬁiuf' p
gram aceeptable to the publie. :

® The ability of the present council to make de-
prudent economically and In the

cislons that are
_long-range best interest of the comm

gram. R
Certainly, you could think of some more yourself,

. How'these issues are handled will determine how
this city functions when it grows to maturity and —

gelting right down to the nitty-gritty — how much
your house will be
and get out.

In short, if your politics dictates that you
shouldn’t make judgments on the basks of helping

local food prices — now

Food: the national picture

pro-

unity, |
@ Implementation of a sidewalk building pro-

worth when you're ready to sell
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Hills’ political life

out your neighbor, at least pay attention because, i

you don't, it will cost you bucks In the long run. |,
For the last four years or so this city council has

?fscq hindered by a lack of lnl%uvle and leadership,

p political .
Yet because this community refuses to pay atten-
tion, the status quo threatens to continue, .

And while the gnn{ up at the corner of Eleven
Mile and Orchard Lake Road Innocuously is going
about its business, the day will come when it's sim-
ply too late to reverse the harm done. :

Sure, same good apples do exist on council and at
clty hall, But an Inept bunch controls the'council,
leaving other council persons and an above-average
administration with their hands tied,

The balance is slight. With just one or two addi-
tions {and deletions) from the present membership,
the city certainly would have a much brighter fu-
t

ure.
But it's up to you, the voter, to pay attention,
become familiar with the issues and cast your bal.
lot on election day. ' B

Detroit can’t
support its
art institute

YOU CAN'T understand the current flap over the
Detroit Institute of Arts without putting it in an his-
torical context,

Detroit’s history since the end of the 1920s has
been one of costant retrenchment of services, par-
ticularly cultupal,

For years Detrolt was the only local government
in Michigan pdying for and operating its own crime
:ag: everyone else relied on the State Police crime

an,

For years, Detroit :)pemtcd its own prison —

DeHeCo; everyone else sent offenders to state pris- -
ons.

For years, Detrolt operated its own TB hospltal
{now Maybury State Park) and its own city health
department; other places used county health de-
partments, .

Every other jurlsdietion in Michigan sends crimi-
nal eases to the eircult court In the county seat;

trolt has its own Recorder's Court. .

No longer does Detroit contribute any significant
amount to the Detrolt Symphony Orchestra; the
state supplies tax money.

No longer does Detreit contribute as much as 1
percent to, the Detrolt Institute of Arts budget; the
state pieks up two-thirds and the private Founders
Society one-third,

- IN SHORT, Detrolt's response has been either 1.)
to discontinue the service or 2.) to persuado Gov.
William G. :Milliken's administration in Lanaing
that the state should pay for it. .

Thus, the state’s contribution to DIA has swollen
from $888,000 in the early 18708 to a current $18
milllon. The Founders Soclety chips In $9 miltion
and has a heavy role in operation of the DL Detrolt

o

R

pays less than $100,000, .

An expert witness last week shed light on the op-
eration when he testified before-a state Senate
committee looking into the political flap. Gilbert'
Edelson, a New York attorney who represents arts
and museums and teaches'a course on ethics, law
and art, said:

© The combination of state, Founders Soclety
and city money is “unique” and “uncommon”
among major art museums — a marvelous bit of
understatement.

® DIA itself is among the three best and DIA
Director Fred Cummings is among the 10 best in
the United States. .

. NOW, MIXING government money and semi-
private operation can be a can of worms, as those
who recall LBJ'’s “war on gvenx" can attest, And
rumers are clreulating about irregularities, high
living and on the part of Cu

Sa the city in August held up state ald to the DIA
for an audit. But the audit isn't being conducted b;
the city auditor general, who reports to the council.
Rather, it's being conducted by the flnance depart-
ment, which reports to Mayor Young. |

‘There's more, ’ salary is augmented by

- the Founders Society so0 that this city department
head earna more than Young. If Founders Soclety
people (mainly suburbanites) can be pushed out of
the DIA, (here will be more jobs for Detrolt resi-
dents. .

‘What we wind up with Is an art museum that is
{argely state funded and one of the best in the na-
tion, and a clty government that has abandoned the

. museum finarielally but wants to tighten its politi-
cal 3 ~ .

Cag;ltlx)'oi of money. Control of jobs. That’s what the

DIA flap is about. .

Depoliticize
Supreme Court
-nominations

FORMER STATE Supreme Court Justice and
Cooley Law School founder Thomas Brennan is a
man of words and fdeas, many of them good.

The other day he came up with an idea which,
while not eriginal, is one of his better ones.

He proposed that partisan political considera.
tions should be eliminated from the process of
electing state Supreme Court justices. ;

Brennan malntaing that candidates for the state
Supreme Court should run right from the start as
non-partisan candidates.

UNDER THE present system, for the

‘Bob
v Wisler

THE POLITICAL wrangling at the beginning of
the year over the appointment and dumplng of Jus-
tice Derothy Comstock Riley was enough to make
even the most loyal partisan shudder.

Riley, a repected Appeals Court judge, was ap-
pointed to the Supreme Court by Jame-duck Gov.
Willlam Milliken to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of Blalr Moody Jr. Incomliig Gov. -James
Blanchard protested that he, not Milliken, should be
able to fill a vacancy which starts on the day that
Blanchard takes over as governor, -

Blanchard filed a lawsult demanting the right of
appointment. The high court first ruled that it did
not have the authority to overturn Riley's apppint-
ment. Then after- political wranglings and secret

high court are clected in November general elec-
tions as non-partisan candidates but are almost al-
most always nominated by their respective polltical
party conventions during the summer.
Brennan sald the result is that the paru:an| pull}
on of

one jurist, Charies Levin, changed his
vote to side with the Democratic majority.

IPSO FACTO, Riley was out on het ear, and
Blanchard began making blandishments to find a

tics plays too strong a role in the
who will be a Supreme Court jurist. .

The ex-Jurist, it should be noted, is a partisan
Republican who was his party’s 1982 nomlnee for
leutenant governor and who, at one time, intended
to be a Republican candidate for the U.S, Senate.

Brennnan said GOP blg-wigs told him that his
intention to become a RedpubUcan candidate was {1l
concelved in that he had displeased loyal Republl-
cans by voting for a legislative reapportionment
phgl dulnlvom; by the GOP, "

xamples of partisan 3 playing a part In
high court decisfons mp:dmlltegly few — most
concern reapportfonment battles. But they are
dlscomnforting enough to make one wish to dlscard
the present system of political parties choosing the
candldates.

’

appeats free of partisan considerations,
3

lified woman jurist. He finally enticed long-
{lme Democrat and highly respected federal judge
Patricla Boyle to give up her lifetime appointment
and take him and the party off the hot seat by ac-
cepting a state Supreme Court appalntment.

There are two seafs to be filled in the state eloc-
tion next fall, and a quietly furious and determined
Riley Is after onc of those seats,

She even clatmed, speaking to a Republican lead-

ership meeting.on Mackninac Istand recently, that

the scat she was after is “our scat,” meaning the-
Republlean Party's, . .

Enough is enough. Even thaugh politics plays no
part jn the vast majority of state Supreme Court

cases and decislons, It should play no part at all,

We deserve to have a judleial system that at jeast
.
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