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By Joanne Maliszewaki
ofatf writer

ago by the Novl, Farmington and
F Hills iy Is.

*“Why should we pay to get cable TV
In here when people across the road are
getting It put in free?"

That was a famlliar, angry cry heard
last week from some Farmingtan Hills
resldents who recently learned that af-
ter waltlng months for cable TV, the
only way they’ll be tuning in ls by pay-
Ing o $200-3200 instzlintion fee.

The prodlem stems from the Metro-
Vision cable firm's “line extension poli-
cy" under which customers are
charged for cable inatellation n areay
which have fewer than $0 houses In a,
Unzar mile.

The stipulation was included in the
cable TV ordlnance adopted 1% years

Hospital
sets site
to expand

By Mary Lou Callaway
apocinl writor

Sinaj Hospltal plans o take over the
Potomac Medical Bullding early next
year at Farmington and Maple roads in
West Bloomfleld.

The facillty bas been pearly - .ucy
since [t was bullt four yearsag®

The structure, now called Map)
Farmington Professional Park, will be
used by Sinal as a new health care cen-
ter, offering

y councl]

Out of the 21,000 poteatia] cable sub-
scribers In Farmingion Hills, 95 per-
cent meet the firm's denslty requlre-
ments and are receiving free installz-
tlon, sald MetroVislon General Mana-
ger Tom Bjorklund, But residents in
about 500 homes throughout the. lesa
deasely populated sectings of the clty
are out of luck, unless they are willing
(o pay on installation fee. .

"I don't think we're saying this area
or any other part of the town Is being
excluded,” Rjorklund told about 20
Power and 11 Mlle Road resldents In
an Informal meeting last Thursday at
the home of resident Dr. Lee Juliano.

BUT BJORKLUND admitted that

ty mental health services, cardiovascy-
lar fltness rchabilitation and physieal
medicloe rehabllitation,

But Slnal must honor some local gov-,
ernmental requiremeats before moving
i

. .

Sinal officlals have applied for re-
modeling and alteration permits for
the three-story bullding, accordlng to
the West Bloomficld Towaship building
department,

LAST WEEK, Sinal rcprescatative
Amold Kimmel appeared at the Zontng
Board 'of Appeals (ZBA) requesiing a
varjance to allow {or a sccond algn at
the planned Farmington Road access.

The ZBA will make an on-site inspec-
tion Thursday before deciding on the
non-conforming sign. Planning depart-
ment staft clerk Marjorle Kojola sald
the planning department mailed 107
letters to property ownera withla 300
feet of the bullding. Thers were 19 re-
plles objecting to the additional sign,
beyond the one allowed, she zald,

Tue leased building will not be ex-
empt from property taxes, accordlng
tothe t, Rip nt.

will be one of the schoola evaluated during the study of specis!

‘I don’t think we’re saying this area or
any other part of town is being

excluded,’

~— Thomas Bjorklund
MetroVision
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ceot streeta such as Alameda, Holly
Hills andt Hall, where cable ix already
Installed. Power Road homeowners
claim the adjacent strects have fewer
houses per mile than thelr nelghbor-
hood,
“We have twlce the homes and we
can’t have cable. That's not falr,” sald
resident Nila Piltz,

Bjorklund, bowever, clalmed that

cable service cannot be brought to
these reafdents unless they sre willing
to share the cost of installation ranging
from $200 to $800 per househald, de-
peadlng on the number of resldents
who will subseribe to cable TV. If most
of the 34 houscholds in the Power Road
area sul be, the average cost per
household will be near $200, he added.

“H less than all the vesidents declde
to go along (with cable TV), the sub-
N ::-(l‘-ben ratio goes up a blt,” Bjorklund

Hot Power Road residents clalmed
that even a $200 installation charge
was outrageous when most city resi-
dents are recelving Iree Instailation.
The angry resldents pointed to adja-

in the Far

MetroVision has not “Intentionally
bullt whero there is less than 30 hous-
e

Responding to residents’ charges of
discrimination, Bjorklund sald the is-
sue Is solely economlc. “We're nol a
charity,” he sald, addlng that for the
firm to break even financially, cable
TV'must be installed n at least every
25 bomes per mile.

District spends funds to find

worth of special ed. program

By Tom Baer
staf! writor

Most Farmington school officlals
think highly of thelr }mmm special

& or P
students. Now they’re going to spend
$8,000 {0 see Lf they can get that opla-
jon conflrmed,

The district has hired a Berkley
flrm, Instructional Development and
Evaluation tes, to do “& com-
prehenslve study of the entire process
of special education in Farmington” In
the words of Eric Gordon, the flrm's

direetor,
State and federal laws require that
all chi}

partme
Once the building department [n-
spectlons are made, permits to bej
renovatlon of the bullding can be is-
sued, When those are complete, a certl-
{leate of occupancy is issued.

Ploasa turn to Pago 4

dren have acceas to
a “free and appropriate” education. To
that end, the dietrict served 1,342 stu-
dents from. southwest Oakland County
in its special education programs last
school year,

Included In the program are the
Cloverdale and Farmington Training

On target

Cral Qoarrefers left llille room for doubt when rupnndlﬁn to laet
Thuraday's question about gun control, Picasa turn to pages 62.t0°
find out how your nalghbors feel about this controvaersial lasue.
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Centers for ébaut w0
disabled children. Most of the reat of

- the special education students are part

of the general achool population.

“No matter the handleap, we have to
educate them In the least restrictive
cnvironment,” sald Graham Lewls, as-
alstant superintendent for Farming-
ton's special education services. “That
means they have to stay as close. as
poasibla to the malnstream.”

Levris said the study, which is under-
way, i3 not required by the government
to cosure compliance with the laws, but
rather as a way “to get our bearings
and move on.”

ADDED LEWIS, “We want to stap
and take a look and sce if the programs
we have are going In the right direction

serving all the d chil-

Gordons flrm, known as ID.E.A.
Inc., wiil collect data through on-sight
interviews and surveys. Gordon and as-
soclate Heather Sellick *will conduct
the study.

The survey should be flnlshed [n a
month, Gordon sald, and an analysis —
with recommendations — will be ready
by next apting.

“i think

this I8 a very gutsy thing for -

the district to do,” sald Gordon, a for-
mer asm;nt professor of educatlon at
tate U

you take a look at yourself like this,
you take the chance of seelng some
blemishes.”
Why should a district llke Farming-
ton seck the services of Gordon's firm?
“‘One has financlal investments,” he
aatd, “F one looks at them

dren to the beat of their abilities.

“At the same time, we're trying to
make suro that speclal cducation Is
belng accepted by other staff members

doing it with your own statf? Some-
times, It you're removed from the sltu-
atlon, you can be totally objective when
you look at it. When you're interna),
you're too cloge.”

STARTED IN 1973, LD.E.A. Inc. has
dene work for the Farmington District
in the past, but never In the fisld of
special education,

“The key to special education is to
provide the best educational opportuni-
ties possible for kids with il
needs,” Gordon sald, “Now what we
want to do s find out to what extent we
are dolng that. It's a atatus survey
wl:lch ultimately can be, used In plan-
ping” . h

Gordon sald the study will focus on
betw of

to see if they're the way

they abould be. That's the way we look .

at an educatlonal program.
“Why go to Eric Gordon instead of

School still out
in Walled Lake

Teachers in the Walled Lake School
District begin their sccond week on the

day and Wednesday last week, After a
marathon sesslon Tuesday, and another

cen
the educational team providing the sy
cial educaticn instruction. Pe

In this way, he zaid, the success of
the program and the preception of the
parents of speclal cducation students
can be be determined.

Gordon :nnd Sellich, who both hold

harge

Average overhead for cable con-
struction s about $12,000 for every
mile of cable, Bjorklund said, Unless
there are enough households atong a
cable route, the flrm loses moncy.

While the 16-year cable franchlse
does pot exclude residesty ln the Jess
dense areas, the cable firm, as allowed
by cable ordinance, may charge for In-
statlation.

“We'ra certalnly not applylng this
rule only to Power Road,” he sald,

Stlll unsatisfied with Bjorklund's at-
tempt to explain the “line extenslon
policy,” residents continued to shoot
questlons and fibes at the general man-
ager, the city counclls which adopted
the cable ordinance and MetroVision,

Ploass turn to Page 4

Schools

‘awarded

gifts

Farmington's Board of Educatlon
‘Tuesday rendered an official thank you
to three benefactors who have provided
recent gilts of money to the sehool dls-
trict.

The glfts, totalli
Jrom B N ]
Club in Southfleld, the Farmington
Hills Roights™ of Colnml;us' and the

of ¥
Women (AAUW). '
Beacon Squarc's donation —
$1,883.15 — represented the proceeds
of 2 swim-a-thon held jast summer.
;_l:ha moncy will benefit the Cloverdale

Center, a
Public Schools facility for about 70 de-
velopmentally disabled and mentally
handicapped students.

“The funds will be used for whatever
Items they may necd, but may not have
money for in thelr budget, a dlstrict
spokesman sald.

‘The Knlghts of Columbus contributed
$1,500 ~ a share of a recent candy sale
= to'the Farmington Training Center,
another learning facllity for the de-
velopmentally dlsabled.

“Wo appreciate this," sald Fred Par-
ker, supervisor for special education
for the Farmington Schools. “It allows
us £6 have some things not normally In
our budget.”

OVER THE past several years, the
{inanclal gifts have allowed the center
to start a coffee house for the students
and to purchase 25 to 30 palrs of roller
skates, computer equipment and soft-
ware and a large-screen television sot.

The AAUW’s giit of $200 was an
unofficlal payment for the use of a
room In a distrlct-owned portable
classroom. The group used the room to
store books for its annual book sale at
the Livonta Mall,

“I's not rent — it's a glft,” said
board trustec Emma Makinen, who s

their
program to the Farmington Board of
Education last Tuesday at its regular
meeting,
Gordon sald the study will cost “be-
tween $8-10,000,”

11l with the AAUW. “It’s saylng
thank you to the board for the use of
the room.”

The gifts were acknowledged at the
board of education meeting Tuesday.

plcket Line today with no

end to the labor dispute in aight,
Negotlators for the school board and

the Walled Lako Education Assocla.

,tion, +the tcachers’ unlon, faited to

schedule talks over the weekend, ace
cording to reports Friday,
Both sldes met extensively on Tues-

meetlng
bargalning teams were optimistic that
a settlement could be reached.

what’s inside

But {t never

Walled Lake. teachers walked off
thelr joba Oct. 3. Thelr 1982-83 contract
was cxtended 30 days Jast month, In
hopes of reaching an agreement.

Assault logged in Farmington

A 2%-yearold Plymouth man told

police he was by

& man at a gas station following  traf-
flc disputa last Wednesday night.

Richard Fernandex said he was driv-
Ing bis car on Eight Mile Road east of
1-275 a litle after 10 p.m. Wednesday
wheo a car pulled up behind him and
followed closely,

T Ml 2t Faemlngit ond and
Elght Mile and Fa: G roads an
got out of his car. The other driver also
eatered the station and left his car, The

driver threatened Fernandex before
bitting him In the eye, pollce said, and
then retured to his car and drove away,

“, . . the vietim (Fernandez) notlced
& strong odor of intoricants” whes the
assallant approached him, the pollce
report sald.

Pollce are looking for-a male stand-
ing 5-foot-9, welghlng about 160 pounds
with brown curly halr to bl shouldera
and a short brown beard. He was driv-
fng a 1882 Dodge Rampage.
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