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By Tom Baer
stotf writor

The space age, with lts gleaming
technology and its futuristic aura,
would scem to have litile to do with
Farmington Hills' hlstoric Botsford
Inn, which has stately white llnes,
creaking wood floors and antique artl-
facts, .

But the old and the new were joined
about two years age when Botsford
owner John Anhut installed an carth
station — a large, dish-llke antenna
which recelves television aignals from
satellites orbliting almost 24 thousand
miles up [n space — at one end of the
1830's-era structure.

“You'd be surprised how many peo-
ple told me I was defaclng this beauti-
ful old place,” Anhut said, “but busi-
ness is business,”

_ Guests In Anhut’s rooms can watch
programming which has been bounced
off the SATCOM-2 asatellite and
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monthly {ee to Omega Satelllte of Mt.
Pleasant and reccives three channels
— news, sports and movies.

“We don't charge for it,” sald assist-
&nt manager Jim Anhut, the owner's
son. “It's just an added amenlty. But 1
don’t think .it'a done anything to in-
crease our room sales.

*“We also have a teleconferencing ca-
pacity with this. We can show a medl-
cal operation from far away, for exam-
ple, and the doctors from Botsford Hos-
plu:lhn'cx( door can come over and
watch."

DRIVE NORTHWEST on Grand Rlv-
cr and you'll see more earth stations or
satellite dlshes, The Bahama Motel
sparts one on its roof and the Raiobow
Park Motel has one as well,

The Rainbow Park has been recelv-
ing signals from space for about a
month. “Moat of our regulars are
thrilled with It,” an employee sald.
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After a 1%-week strike, the Walled
Lake School District’s 474 tenchers re- .
turned to their classrooms Wednesday
under a tentative 3-year pact settled
Monday.

The contract agreement — the only
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3.ycar pact in Walled Lake’s hlstory —
calls for a freeze of teachers' salaries
In 1983-84 {wlith no increments), anoth-
cr freeze in 1984-85 {wlith Increments)
and an 8-percent Increase In the 1985-
86 school year.,
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The settlement allows the school
board to proceed with layoffs to make
up the disirlet's $1.6-milllon budget
deflclt.

Tentatlve contract language permits
the board to lay off teachers with 10
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school days notico’this year. An estl-
mated 80-80 positions will be cut, re-
sulting In Increased class sizes and
some program reductions.

THE CONTRACT, which should be

Enrollment continues downward spiral

The numbers aren't officlal yet, but
Farmington school officlals say they
are pleased with what thelr annual
“fourth-Friday" student count scems to
show, .

The smaller Clarenceville District on
the area's south side is guardedly opti-
mistic.

The state-mandated head count, held
Sept. 30, came up with 10,537 students
In the publle schools of the Farmlington
District. That’s 331 fewer than werc
carolled on the fourth Friday of the
1982-83 school year. In Clarencevllle,
2,170 students were counted,

Farmlogton, which has been facing
dectining enroliment llke most Detrolt-
area school disiricts, had been losing
about 500 students a year over the past
several years, according to school offi-
ciala.

It (the count) doesn't appear to be
down as much as we'd thought it'd be,”
sald R. Scott Bacon, on adminlstrative
assistant for the district.

“It {the smaller-than-cxpeeted loas)
Is encouraging. We're atlll lesing stu-
dents, but it (the declining enroliment)
scems to be levellng off, especlally in
the elementary schoals. The high
schools still have some declining en-
rollment to come, though.”

The highest cver in the

Bacon stressed that this year's num-
bers aren’t ofilcial yet,

“That {the 10,537 students on Sept.
20) has changed 2 couple already,” he
sald. “We won't have real good num-
bers until next week. We have to get
these numbers verifled.”

THE FOURTH-FRIDAY count s re-
quired by the State Id Act as one
means of determining how much atate
aid will be doled vut to each district.

Qftlcinls say they don't knaw how the
Scpt. 30 head count will affect the
state’s contribution to the Farmington
system. However, a recent financial
audit of the system showed that state
ald to the district continued to shrink
— $170 per pupll In 1983 compared to
$359 In 1978,

Also unknown s what bearlng the
student count will have on the pupll-
teacher ratio. Officlals have said, how-
ever, that the ratio has changed for the
better over the past several ycars,

"We've gradually lowered that ratio
every year," sald Farmington Superin-
tendent Lewls Schulthan, “and that
makes for better teaching.

“For the high schools, {t'a a little un.
der 25 (students) to 1 teacher, for the
middle schools It's 22.2-to-1 and for the

district, Bacon sald, was 16,300 stu-
dents for the 1971-72 school year.

y achools it's 25-to-1."
The Farmington District has an op-
crating budget of $44,319,000 and lev-

1es 33.7 mills. Voters in the district ap~
proved a five-mill rencwal for 10 years
in a special election beld Sept. 20.

The dlstrict includes all of Farming-
ton, most of Farmington Hills and part
of West Bloom(ficld Township.

In Clarenceville, a district that takes
in portlons of Livonia, Redford Town-
ship and Farmington Hllls, the fourth

Friday count was grected wlth some
optimism,

“It's a good sign,” Clarenceville Su-
perlatendent David McDowell said,
noting that 18 more students than pro-
Jected were enrolied at the elementary
school level. “I haven't forecasted out
the new data, but the deellne may be
levellng off.” .

Candidates to talk
issues at forums

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
staff writer

and newcomers Roger Walker Jr., Ger-
ald Lynch and Ronald Oglesby.
F Hiils

Three candidate debates have been
scheduled prior to the Nov. 8 clection.
And the West Bl -Farming-

wlll be
featured at the second debate sched-
uled for 8 p.m. Nov. 1 at the Farming-
ton C Library, 32737 W, 12

ton Branch of the League of Women
Voters is sponsoring two “Meet the
Candldates” nights.

The flrst forum featuring Farming-
ton City Council candldates is sched-
uled for 8 p.m. Oct. 25 at the Farming-
ton Communlty Center, 24705 Farm-
ington Road. Vylng for the three avall.

Mile.

“Every candidate has been invited to
participate,” safd Charlotte Yaverskl,
president of the local League of Wom-
en Voters.

Candldates vying for one of the four
s¢ats up for grabs on the Farmington
Hilis Clty Council are Incumbents Fred

able councll scats are
Ralph Yoder and Willlam Hartsock,
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Would you buckle up
if it were the law?

Hy supported by the [ndustry,

belt.

Is consldering a bill to require drivers

and front-seat passengers In motor ve-  What are your feelings abomt the

hiclea to use seat belts. The blll is heav- proposed seat belt law In an?
Insurance

which has promised rate reductions if 5498, You have untll 1 p.m. Friday to
1t fa passed. Michigan would be the first res;
state In the nation to have a seat law

Today's Oral Quarrel quesiton s:

To answer thls questlon, call 477-

To sec how your nelghbors
feel about (his Lsue, please look in
Monday's Farmington Ocacrver.

A e . 10-13C
Business . . . ... . 8-8C
- Classtied ., . . Sections D-

E
Club eircult 7B
Community calendar , . 2B

Crossword Puzzte, , , . 7€
Edltortals. . , . .. . .14A
Engagemonts, . . . . . 4B
Memorylane ., . . . .. JA
Obitvaries . . . . . . . 2A
Rocreation News . . . . 8A
Sports . . ... ... 1-5C
Suburban Life. . . . . 1-88
Travel . ... .... .15C
NEWSLINE . . . , 477-5450

CLASSIFIED ADS , 581-0900

HOME DELIVERY , 591-0500

Craentive Living
Roeal Eatato Section
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ratiticd carly next week by both sides,
ended tho strike which began Monday,

"Oct. 3 and spilled over into this week

when contract language disagreements
thwarted weekend settlement at-
tempts,

Provislons descrlblng teacher quali-
fications stalled the talks for ncarly a

mm“nn'otplllﬁd space satallito,
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teach junior high math although he/she’
has no experfence in that grade Jevel.

In all cases, the teacher must be cer-
tlfled to teach on the grade level he/.
she Is assigned,

But, In the second and third year of
the contract, the requirement witl
change to reflect the board's wishes,

week, g 1o board

Rlta Thomas and Walled Lake Educa-
tion Assoclation (WLEA) ncgotiator
Karen Filar.

The point was cruclal to both sides
because of the lmpending layoffs. Stafi
reductions usually require some reas-
signments among the remalning statf.
Occasionally, an instrucior who has
been teaching in one subject or one
grade for many years is reassigned to a
new subject or grade,

In an etfort to avoid assigning teach-
ers to subjects or grades they aren't
quallfled to teach, the school beard
wanted to require that teachers have a
major or a minor degree and teachlng
experlence In the new asslgnment arca,

THE UNION sald that this would
preclude movement among some
teachers, For example, an elementary
teacher with a degree In mathematles
could not teach math on the junlor high
Tevel If he/she had no prior experience
teaching junior high students. .

The two sides argued the issue last
week and Into the weckend before com-
promising on a proposed solutlon Mon-

day.

According to Fllar, reassignments
this year will be based on seniorlty,
major or minor, or teaching experi-
ence,

In other words, the elementary
teacher with a degree in math could

c y teacher with o math
degrec but no experience teaching
math may still accept a junior high
math position — If he/she agrees to
take six credlt hours of college math,

ANTICIPATED REASSIGNMENTS
already are causing a stlr in district
schools, Parent and Walled Lake West.
ern High School band booster Penny
Nelson told the board at its Monday
meeting that future teacher contracts
should make teaching excellence,
rather than scnlority, the basis of
layoffs.

Although Western band director Al
Jolinston Ls low on the senlority list, she
sald, “the music wilt stop (at Weslern)
when he walks out the door.™

More than 600 parents, teachers and
students crowded Western's auditorium
Monday, but thelr comments were cut
short when board President Mario Toz-
zi called a closed sesslon for the board
to consider the final contract propos-
als,

Ninety minutes later, the board re-
turncd and board negotiator Thomas
announced the tentative scitlement.

“We can assure you It has been very
difticult. The hard part lies ahead of us,
hut Wednesday morning the buses will
roll.”

“For at least the sccond time tonight,
T agree with everything Rlta says,” Fi-
lar responded.

Come celebrate

Hills’ birthday

Farmington Hills will invite back its
best and brightest this month and cele-
brate its first 10 years as a city.

Members of the original charter
commission and clty counell wiil joln
other officlals and city residents at a
dinner and reception on Oct, 23, The re-
ceptlon wil) be at Viadimir's from 4:30-
6:30 p.m. Dinner wlll be at the Botsford
Innat 7:30 p.m. .

Clty hall also will be open for tours

17-21.

The public is invited to participate in
all functions. Interested persons should
call Lee Bllzman at the clty's Special
Services department, 474-6115, Ext.

At the receptlon, a presentation witl
be made of plaques to

the orlglnal nl ber charter com-

mission along with a large birthday
cake,

ALL PERSONS ATTENDING will
recelve 10-year birthday buttons and a
pine tree scedling.

The fee for the receptlon is §6 per
person, and for the dinner, $20. Reser-
vatlons must be mdde in advance.

The week-long celebration will start
with an open house Oct. 1721 at the
administratlve offlces between 8:30
am. to 4:30 p.m. Public tours of the
varjous departments will be at 10 am.
and 2 p.m. each day.

F will be given regarding
the various actlvitics and functlons ol
cach department, along with tours of
the police department.




