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. WELL, LOOKEE here. Seems the folks in and
around E‘armlngtpn are getting a real live lesson in
the free enterprise system — and fecling a little
poorly in pocketbook and splrit from the fallout.

Recently, residents In the Power and 11 Mile area *

found out that cable televislon installation will cost
them anywhere froim $200 to $800 for the privilege
of watching such classics as kick boxing at 2 a.m.
and old movies any time of the day.

Admittedly, most particl in the F: I
Farmington Hllls and Novi consortium have the
honer of free installation — well, we all know that
nothlng really is free. )

But In areas with too few houses for the cable
firm to make a buck, as'adjudged by the cable firm,
it is allowed to charge for installation — but $200 to
$800 up front?

Wow, that's big dough. And nobody ilkes to be
singled out for that kind of honor.

MIND YOU, this charge is all on the up and up.

Take a look at the forged bet Metro-

Vision and the consortlum. Sure enough.

Falr is falr or, let me see, Is it caveat emptor
in this case? Whatever, those residents will pay if
they want cable installation. .

Now, don't get me wrong. I'm the last person in
the western world to sce much good in cable televl-

- slon. Frankly, I think the general populace {s crazy
for paylng a fee, sometimes several fees, to watch
on cable televislon what they could watch for free
on commercial television,

But the days of commerelal television, as we've
known it since the late 19403, are soon to leave us.
-‘Pay we will and, appadrently, pay we must — to
watch sporting events, movies, varlety shows and
Yes, commerclals, over and over and over again.

MOST FOLKS DON'T realize that once all the
talk s over about the wonders of cable coming to
your town, selling clal time i3 tually

- what keeps cable television in buslness.

Newspaper has knack
Jor serving, surviving

HARNESS MAKERS, lamplighters, bootblacks,
sandwich men, knife grinders, tinkers, axlesmiths,
b iths, al tinkers, paper writ-

ers.
All but one of those occupatlons have virtually

" disappeared since the days when America was

founded.

Sometimes radio broadcasters, televislon broad-
casters, billboard merchants, cable-TV hucksters
and direct mail mongers predict the demise of the
newspaper business, too. But you the readers choose
to keep us operating.

And during National Newspaper Week, we all
may want to remind ourselves of why our instilu-
tion survives and even flourishes.

THE BILLBOARD, the handbill, the bumper
sticker and the TV commercial ail tell you a candl-
date's name — and you will be seeing many of them

In Florida, if you want the hard statistics behind the
football scores and property taxes, If you want the
names of the scholarship winners and the folks who
got the business promotions — well, you can't clip it
out of the TV screen. But it will be in the newspa-
T, .
pelt's ironic, but there's a major retail chain that
has shifted its promotlonal efforts to junk mail. Yet
when the chain wanted to fight a piece of legistation
in Congress which it constdered harmful, what dld it

. do? It sent news releases to the newspapers.

When Yeople want to emphaslze a peint lo their
slate leglslators or congressmen, (hey often clip a
newspaper story or edltorial. But you'll never see a
TV or radlo tape in the legislator's or congress-
man’s mailbag,

WE ALL KNOW the gon term “mass media,”
but how many mass media are there?
There are publlcaliong for environmentalists and

as 1984 approaches.

But only the paper reports the 's
voting record, elicits the candidate’s views on the
tough Issues of tomorrow and assembles the hard
facts of a biography for you to study.

The junk mail contains circutars for a particular
store and may even contain prices.

But only the newspaper contains ads for a variety
of competing stores and lets you compare prices in
a single publication. And the news columns contain
information that makes some peddlers a little un-
comnfortable: what products are being recalled,
which are of questionable safpty, which are bad
buys in this economy or at this time of year. No
junk mail circular ever gave you that kind of infor-
mation.

BROADCAST REPORTS are an easy way to pick
up a bit of Information, especially if you are feeling
a little on the lazy side today.

But if you want more than 20 seconds of facis on
a major happening in your community, if you want
to know who in town died or got married, if you
want to preserve a news item to send to Aunl Bess

New standards
are needed for
police chases

For the third time in less than six months, a
young person has been kllled in a car accldent in-
valving a police car in pursuil of another car.

In the latest case, Troy pollce officer William

cCabe, saw a car speeding on Rochester Road
about, 2:20 a.m. Sunday. He gave chase and ac-
celerated to 50 mph.

At the intersection of Long Lake Road, a car
driven by Darlene DiFonzo, 23, was turning left
from Rochester Road onto Long Lake Road.
McCabe's police car, going nearly 80 mph, accord-
ing Lo police, struck DiFonzo's car.

DiFanzo's passenger, Jolene Satora, 21, of Ster-
ling Helghts, was on the side of the car which took
the impact. She was declared dead.at Troy Beau-
mant Hospital soon after, The driver suffered head
injuries but was In fair condition yesterday.

IT 1S likely Lhat DiFonzo elther dld not see the
patrol car or was not aware Lhat it was moving so
fast. McCabe had not turned on his patrol-car’s
flashing lights or siren. - .

It is unfortunate that the accldent fnvolved a
Troy police offlcer because Troy is one department
which has taken steps to try to ensure that ofticers
follow certaln guidellnes in conducting police
chases, . .

The accident, however; points out, once again, the
great danger that police chases, or hot-pursult
chases, pose to the public.

It was only April 29 that two Oakland County res-
idents — one 20, the other 19 — were killed when a
car driven by 4 Oakland County sheriff’s deputy
smashed into their automoblle on Wide Track Drive
in downtown Pontiac.

f: ers, bir hers and hunters, femin-
ists and traditional labor and
Democrats and Republicans, rock fans and classical
afficionados, those with fortunes and those with
pennies, those who consume and those who produce.

But what medium even trles to be a common
ground for all points of view and all the interests
that make our nation so vital and Interesting? What
medium even attempts to explain one group to the
others? You are reading it.

Well, we've palted oursclves an the back pretty
lustily and have vowed to do even better work in the
future. But we also pause Lo thank you the reader
for helping us to be good.

You Invite us into your home, you read us, you
praise us when we do well, you bawl us out when
you think we've missed something, you give us tips,
you write us the kinds of letters no_broadcaster,
billboard merchant, bumper sticker printer or junk
mall distributor ever gets.

In short, you have kept us going for 200 or more
years. All of us should be thankful for that,

' Bob
Y Wisler-

‘The Oakland County Prosecutor’s office has been
pressing to try the sheriff's deputy involved for
manstaughter. Prosecutor L. Brooks Patlerson said
the decision to charge the deputy was influenced
partially by a desire lo warn other pollce officers of
the dangers of driving too recklessly in hot-pursuit
chases. Lo

Troy police chiel Lawrence Carey pointed out
that the chase, technically, was not a case of hot
pursuit, in that McCabe was only driving 90 miles
an hour to close in on a speeding driver who was
unaware that a police officer was after him.

WHETHER it is called a chase, or not, high-
speed driving by police officers has proven to be
dangerous to Innocent motorists who happen to be
in the area when a chase begins. There have becn
instances of police cars hitting the cars of Innocent

motorists, and; more’ olten, cases of drivers being *

chased crashing into the ears of other drivers.

Pollce want to respond by chasing those fleeing
because they think that if one driver gets away that
will encourage others to do the same. Police also
think that willingess to flee indicates evidence of
guilt, or an attempt to cover up somethlng more
serlous than unpald traffic violations or a suspend-
ed driver's license, .

Yet there are few instances In which the quarry is
worth the danger involved in the pursult, *

The police certainly want to stop someone who is
driving recklessly, to prevent somceone from getting
hurt. But there must be a better method to zero in
on errant drivers, Certainly, the capture of the per-
son specding down Rochester Road was not worth

s the llfe of a 21-year-old woman.

It is time for pollce departments to revlew thelr
policies regarding pollce chases (o ensure that an-
other innocent victim will rot pay the toss of llte.

, crackerbarrel
‘debate 58

| Steve tT"”T
Barnaby %7

And watching a television will be like buying a
car. For every option, there will be a fee. Oh, no,
your local government won't have a thing to say
about it. Let’s put it this way: Cable firms are more
astute than that. .

After all, no sense In bothering with approval
from clly council for a subscrlption rate increase
when you can charge your customers for added ser-
vices — a practice of another cable firm In the
area,

Cable TV runs the show — Let buyer beware

At the meeting between Power resldents and-a
cable representative, some persons brought up the
old saw abaut how they pald so much for taxes and
they shouldn’t have to pay for this Installation.

WELL, RESIDENTS must learn that cable tele-
vislon is far dlfferent from commercial. It is the
free enterprise system at Its most grandiose, No
Federal Ce C to dog
or Interfcre — depending on how you feel palitleal:

‘The record shows that enee a cable company gets
into town, it's just about impossible to get rid of ft
— good, bad or indifferent. If you don't like (he
service, don't buy It or cancel your subscription. +

Certainly, I enough persons refused to pay for

g cable tel would disaps
pear. But realisticaily, that isn’t going o happen. :

But first and foremost, wien it comes to the gov:
crnment giving you much of any protection agalnst
potential cable abuse, forget it. You're on your owny

1

PPSERVER. % ECOERTRIC QADERS -

_Teacheré get a bum rap!

IT'S FASHIONABLE to be against teachers.

Once they were glamorized as belonging to one of
the noblest professions, Parents were proud to raise
children to become doctors, elergymen or teachers.

But no more, This week parents in the Plymouth-
Canton school district picketed against striking
teachers. These parents blame teachers for a strike
that has been going on since Sept. 30.

1t's casy to fault teachers. Let's admit it, we think
of teachers as persons who work from 8:30 a.m. to 3
p-m. wilh three months off every summer. We're a
little jealous about that,

As teachers become more strident in thelr unlons,
they lose more public support. It's “unprofessional”
for them 1o wear ragged clothes and carry a sign
saying, "No contract, no work."

Recent studles critleal of our educational system
— such as “A Nation at Risk" — confirm what we
all know. Teachers-aren't doing their jobs.

1 MUST ADMIT that I was among those most

critical of teachers. I was particularly Irked by a
bumper sticker popular about a year ago, “If you_
can read this, thank a teacher.” .

How arrogant of teachers to think that everyone
who knows how to read, learned it from a teacher.
Many parents have taught thelr children to read.

But I have changed my mind about teachers.
Since September my wife has been teaching full
time. I have new respect for their profession, .

Work days begin closer to 5:30 a.m, than 8:30 a.m.,
Preparing for as many as six or seven different
classes in a day takes time. Also, teachers must be
in the tlassroom 3¢ minutes to an hour belore the
first student arrives, -

Students may leave at 3 p.m., but that’s not the
end of the work day. Disclpline problems must be
handled after school. That's also the time for In-
service trainlng, meetlngs with other tecachers or
the principal. Evenlngs are often taken up by meet-
ings of the PTO, sesslons with school board mem-

Nick
Sharkey

bers or with parents. In between, time must be
found to correct tests and papers,

A TEACHER faces many problems, including
relatively low pay and lack of security. But perhaps
the toughest is the apalhy of parents. ]

What can a teacher do when a child refuses to do
homework? The response used to be for Lhe teacher
to tell the rarent, But today too many parents don't
care if children do their assignments. That attitude
extends to any kind of discipline given out by a
teacher. . .

Many parents scem to regard teachers as educat-
ed baby-sltters,

Being a teacher is not all doom and gloom. Many
children are enthuslastic and eager to learn, Some
days a teacher reaches even the most difficult child.

Most teachers I have met in the past few wecks
are dedicated and caring professionals, .

Last week Peter Beldler, a teacher at Lehigh
University, was named “Professor of the Year" by
the Council -for the Advancement and Support of
Education, *

His advice to parents was: “Go up to a teacher
and say, ‘Thank you, you really made a difference
with my child.’ )

That’s not a bad Idea. ) ) .

By the way, teachers don't take summers off.
Most go to graduate school 30 they can retain their
certification.

Be nice to a teacher today.

. S N



