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retirement memos

Retired writers have

eyes on money market

So far 1t’s malnly free.

* HItting the freelance writing market
was one of the objectives my husband

. Joe and 1 had In mind when we retired
to Florida.

For so many years we had written
and edited on such a tight schedule.
‘There had been 50 often the feeling of
regret for having to leave a sujbect
that seemed to demand more lime, un-
derstanding and words.

And certainly, we were sure, there
swere all kinds of publicatlons out there
ready to snap up our fine writing. All
we need do was suggest.

After nine months and a lot of quer-
les to publishers, we're not particularly
sadder but definitely wiser. We're
much less naive about the amorphous
thing called the freelance market, and
we know we have a lot mare learning
to do.

WE FOUND OUT quickly what we
should have reallzed In the first place
— that this place has more than its
share of retlred writers and many be-
fore us have staked out their clalms.

We're getting an educatlon In form

letter rejectlons. The most-used phrase
is that the suggestlons and offerings we
mail off “do not meet publication needs
at the present time.”
. But we contlnue to pore over the
thick Writer's Market gulde we pur-
chased, and we study suggestlons In a
couple of other how-to books on
freclancing that have come our way.
Maybe we can learn to take better alm
at more receptlve markets.

And a litle suceess tells us to keep
trying. A former co-worker on these
newspapers put us In touch with the ed-
itor of a national United Methodlst

and 1 was jumplng-up-and
down delighted when his answer con-
tained an assignment instead of a “No
thapk-you.”

That magazine now has printed one
article, and the editor has In hand sev-
cral more he ordered, We also are
trying the services of a small literary
agency that has better contacts than
we do and indicates some of our efforts
may yet be saleable.

THEN RECENTLY we made the ac-
quaintance of an enterprising woman
who Is publishing visitor magazines for
chambers of commerce. We thought

she showed rare intelligence in appre-

.clating our capabilltles, and we've been

busy ever since putting out editerlal
material for these publications.

There's a big catch in all this, though.
Payment upon publicatlon seemg to be
the rule, at least for neophyte freclanc-
ers like us. And for journallsts used to
secing thelr efforts In print within
hours or days, it’s a long wait for publl-
cation and an even longer one for pay-
ment. We definltely. glve priority to the
11ling of this space. We love the checks
that arrive.

A FEW DAYS ago we werc working
our way through a plie of artlcles to be
sent off, visitor gulde informatlon and
publlc relations work we volunteer for
church and civic associatlon.

Margaret Miller was - Suburban
Life editor for Observer Newspa-
pers for 16 years. She and her hus.
band Joe have retired to Florida,
where she writes Retirement
Memos.

Jaycettes

look back
on235years

of service

The year of 1083 marks the 25th year
of community service for Farmington
Area Jaycettes. Gulded by many dedl-
cated women since 1858, the chapter
has provided the community with'a
host of projects through its efforts and
donatlons. .

Last month, past and present Farm-
Ington Jaycettes celebrated thelr silver
anniversary with dinner and dance, and
a review of those years glven'by the
chapter's current president, JoAnn
George. ’

The Farmington Arca Jaycees had
been [n"existence for 12 years prior to
the time the auxitlary was chartered
wlth 18 members. The chaptec's first
presldent was Pat Hamlln, who worked
out the constitutlon and got the group’s
first community service projects under

ay. .

‘That year the auxitlary took children
living In” Sarah Flsher Home to the
clreus, distributed food baskets to the
needy and helped the Jaycees with

y
thelr miilionaires party. * . .
Through the years projects have
been added or scrapped as the struc-
ture of the area und Its needs changed;
some have been one-time projects; oth-
ers are annua) events.
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ADVANCE FASHIONS

ORCHARD MALL
Orchard Leko a1 Mapia . NEW OALEANS MALL
W. Bloomfiold + 851-6433 10 Milo & Greentlold
Mon.-Spi. 10-5:30 Souihlleld » 569-4030
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non-skid walking
and ice.

CHILLY

55

Goalo boots are light-
weight, 100% water-
proof and completely
breathable. For added
warmth and comfort,
Golo boots are llned wilh
a plush 100% polyester
fleece. Vibram traction de-
signed soles provide sate,

MINK COATS (fully let out} trom
MINK JACKETS : . trom
LONG HAIR BEAVER COATS from
FOX JACKETS trom
LYNX COATS (full length)™ from
LYNX HAT (as illustrated)
FACTORY-TO-WEAR PRICES
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Expires 10/20/83 ot timo of purchase I PASTA
gﬁ;e: Foods ’
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KOSHER
PRODUCTS .
AVAILABLE

BUY NOW & SAVE $
. at

‘s Largast of t

The YANKEE GARPENTER 7o

GRAND OPENING SALE
ALL STOCK REDUCED!

* STEREO & ENTERTAINMENT
CENTERS
All are now on sale!

MICROWAVE & SERVING CARTS
All are now on sale!

’ FREE FINISHING CLASSES 7 P.M. EVERY THURSDAY ‘ ‘

2215 S. TELEGRAPH 'TIL MOVING DAY?
Or New Location
1750 S. TELEGRAPH

Bloomfield Hills 338-0441




